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i Gentle man in E Aunburgb, 


CONTAINING 


RE MARK s 


5 : Upon a late APOLOGY for the Presbyte= 


rians in Scotland, who keep Communion 
in the dannen of the Goſpel, with 
Mr. George Whitefield, a PRIEST ofthe 
Church of England; and ſhewing that 
| ſuch a Practice is not juſtifiable by the 
Principles and Practice of the Church of 
Scotland, from the Reformation to this 
Day, nor by the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of 


Plaitb, Solemn League and Covenant. 


In which LET TER, 


' Afr Wu birefield $ Religion, Orthodoxy, and 


Moral Character, are ſet in a proper 


Light, by Collections from his own prin» 
ted Performabogs | i 


Printed in the Year M DCC XLII. 
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Wes for the Hearers of Mr. //hitefield. It 
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ee J Am greatly obliged to you, for your 
. 7: Care in ſending me ſuch Pamphlets 
+ 3: as come out now and then, relative 


a. 


F 0 Matters in Agitation among 


LOG you; I incline not you ſhould be at 
! the 85 of them, but ſince you have been ſo 
kind, tho' I am not fond to write Miſſives con» 
eerning theſe Things, you lay me under Obliga- 
tions a little to anſwer your Demands, At this 
Time, I ſhall, and muſt confine myſelf to the A- 


were not in my Opinion a difficult Taſk to anſwer 
it to ſome good Purpoſe, and to detect all the 
1 s Miſtakes, but this I am not to pretend to 
do, I with it were done by them who have more 
EZ Ability and Leiſure than I have, but as a thankful 
Gratification to you, I ſhall offer to your Conſide- 


4 aden ſome Remarks upon it. 


I expected the Author would have extended 


his 1 for the Employers, as well as the 


Hearers of Mr, Mhitsftield, and I think they ſhould 


rave been firſt apologize for; but he hath either lelt 
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that to be underſtood, or found it more difficult to 
vindicate Preſbyterian Miniſters, who have writ- 


ten for, and employed a profeſſed Prieſt of the 


Church of England, than to apologize for the 
People that have been Hearers of him, whom 
their Miniſters employed. It was perhaps difficult 
to defend thoſe Preſbyterian Miniſters and Elders, 
who, in Judicatures and elſewhere, have been a- 
mong the loudeſt Complainers,. becauſe of the de- 
cling of Preſbytery in our Land, yet have invited 
eld, who preaches an Indifferency a- 
bout the Government of Chriſt's Houſe : perhaps 
they havechanged their Principles, and ſeen the 
Folly of their former Zeal, which if it be, I wiſh 
the Apologiſt had told ſo much, and then we had 


known that we had to do with Men of other 


Principles than our old Friends once were. I 
wiſh theſe Gentlemen had changed their Princi- 
ples ſooner, and had not of late Years troubled the 
Country with their Miſſives of the Churches be- 
ing in Danger, when ſome Things before the na- 
tional A ſſemblies were decided and inacted in a 
Way hurtful to our Preſbyterian Government, 
Others, whom they looked upon as the lax, La- 
titudinarian Party acted a more conſiſtent Part, 
than they, who after all their pretended Struggles 
to the contrary, have fairly confeſſed narrow 
Views, and therefore invited the ſtrolling Prieſt to 
cure them ; I refer for th's, to the Letter inviting 
Mr. Whitefield firſt to Scotland, annexed to the 


friendly Caution to the Seceders. The Inviters 


of this Gentleman: could not be Strangers to Mr, 
M bitefield's Latitudinarian Principles, and there- 
fore it may be modeſtly queſtioned, if one of ſuch 


rinciples was a fit Phyſician for Men of a -nar- 
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45 row Way of thinking. If a Phyfician cannot 
cure me of a Diſeaſe, without infecting me with 
another, more, at leaſt, equally dangerous, I 


5 ſhould not thank them, who had provided me 


with ſuch a Phyſician, How far Mr. J/hizefield 


hath the Art of a Quack, inſtead of a: ſkilful 


Phyſician, any verſed in his Meaſures, that thought 


it worth the Pains, might ſhew, without much La- 


bour, I had almoſt ſaid, Knowledge and Learning, 


but this I think, his Votaries will not be ſo briſk 


as to threep upon him, 
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I am heartily ſorry for the narrow Way of 
thinking, and unaccountable Way of doing, that 


is with ſome of the worthy Miniſters of the Se- 
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ceſſion, who forbid Communion with ſuch Mini- 
ſters, as are not one whit behind themſelves in 
witneſſing againſt prevailing Evils, and the Defecti- 
ons of the Church of Scotland; but I never ex- 


their former Contendings, and have invited, im- 


ployed, and careſſed, a Subverter of our Govern- 


- ment, as it would ſeem, for this End; to break the 


| Seceders. But let the Seceders thank themſeves, 


1 who were the firſt Inviters, and Employers of Mr. 
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| . Fhitefield, and whoſe Conduct with Reſpect: to 
him offends, I think as true Preſbyterians as them 


ſelves, in that it is ſome Years ſince they were 
warned to beware of him. I do not, as others, - 


complain of their making it a Reaſon of Mourn- | 
ing, that an Engliſb Prieſt gets ſuch Countenance 


among Preſbyterians, but I am offended to In- 
dignation, at their Manner of laying down that 
Reaſon, charging the Guilt on others, and for 
Reaſons, of which they themſelves were as well 
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priſed, when they did ſet up fo fondly for him. It 
had become them well, and would have been ſatis- 
fying to many, that they had humbly and honeſt- 
e 0 this Guilt upon themſelves, for it is 


act, they were the t guilty Perſons, and the 
moſt guilty; but to charge the Fault on others, 


and for Reaſons that could not be hid from them, 
and to take no more of the Fault to themſelves, 


but that when we converſed with him, he did 
c not anſwer our Expectation, ”* is ſuch a barefac'd 
truckling, that on their Account, I both tremble 
at it; and am aſhamed of it, But I muſt break off 
from this, leſt I forget the Deſign of this Miſſive, 


tho? this is not from the Purpoſe, it being a Mat-. 


ter ſo inconſiſtent with the Extremity of their 
Seceſſion, feparating from Miniſters, witneſſing 
againſt the Defections and Corruptions of this 
Church, and againſt the great Wrong and Iniquity 
done to them alſo, when they are careſſing, and cor- 
reſponding with Mr. J/hitefeld, of whom they 
could not but know, that at the Time he pre- 
tends to preach againſt the doctrinal Corruptions 
of the Church of England, he forbids a Separation 
from it, and upon the Matter excommunicates 
them who do ſo, eſteeming no more of Scruples 
about their Worſhip and Government, than of a 
Controverſy about Meats and Drinks, 1 
It will be remembred likewiſe, that there was 


common Acceſs to read the Account of God's Deal. 


ings with his Soul, before a Revd. Miniſter of the 


Aſſociate Preſpytery ſpoke ſo hi ghly im in ha 8 


Pulpit, (I do not mean the Baggage lately uttered 


in a News Paper,) which Expreſſions were. uttered 


by him, after he had heard Mr. J/h1:tefeld, which 
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hath made ſome think, that ſuch a ſpeech tended =} 


t 2 as much to commend himſelf as Mr. Mpitefield, 
and yet after all this, in the Reaſons of their Faſt 
not to deal candidly ! This, with their Conduct 

is to Miniſters, who are before hand with them in 
e witneſſing againſt Corrupters, I ſay againſt Cor- 
5 rupters, at the Time they were carreſſing a moſt 

1, fly Corrupter, hath brought on them a Blot, that 

Ss, will not be eaſily wiped off. | 


d But however much theſe good Men have miſta- 
d ken their Meaſures, in their countenancing Mr, 


le  Hhitefield, (whom now they reject, and ſhould 
ﬀ juſtly have done fo, ſooner) when yet they are 
>, + carrying their Seceſſion from fome Miniſters (not 


'- __ Inferior to them in their contendings for run down 
ir Preſbytery,) to an Extremity ; this was no War- 


grand for our old proſeſſed Strugglers againſt corrupt 
iS Meaſures, to run to another Extreme, when they 
7 ſaw the evil of Extremes on one Hand, it might 
— have been to them a Caveat againſt Extremes on 
y the other, I know no other meaning that their 
- imnviting Mr. Whitefield to Scotland, to reclaim 
iS ſome from narrow Ways of thinking hath, unleſs 
n it be, «© Make haſte, dear Mr. J//hitefield, in 
es 6 coming to Scotland, we look on you as a fit 
es © Inſtrument to break the Seceders, or that now 
a * ſome kind of Independency is ſpreading in 
„ Scotland, and we want to let the World ſee, 
s 4c that we are not effended at them, when we 
“can go the Length to invite a Creature of the 
6e 2F- Supremacy to come and labour among us, 
* Tt: or, we incline no longer to be contending for 
* the Diſcipline and Government of this Church 
d of Scotland, theretore make haſte hither to re- 
claim us from our narrow Ways of thinking, 
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* no otherwiſe than a contending about Meats 


„ and Drinks. 
What can be the Inviter's Meaning about our 


narrow Ways of thinking? It muſt certainly 


have a Reference to one or other of the Things 
in Debate among us. They will not allow that 
their Ways of thinking about the Principles 
of our common Hope, are peeviſh or narrow; 
and therefore I ſuppoſe, they want not to be re- 
claimed from theſe. There are many Debates 
among us about the Purity of Worſhip, ſince by 


the Toleration, the Service of the Church of Eu- | 


gland hath prevailed ſo much ; ſhall I think, they 
invited Mr.*}/Þ:tefield to Scotland to imooth us in- 
to an Indifferency about that? I am unwilling 
to think that is their Meaning, It muſt remain, 
therefore, that they invite him to Scotland to re- 
claim us from narrow Ways of thinking about the 
Government of the Church. Shall we not ſay 


that Miniſters and Judicatories for ſome Years 


have been carrying on a Courſe of Defection, cor- 
rupting the Miniſtry, and ſubverting our preſby- 


terian Government; but an Englih Prieft muſt. 


be called in to reclaim us from this narrow. Way 
of thinking ? Shall we not give up with Judica- 


tures and Miniſters who are corrupting and ſub- 
verting our eccleſiaſtical Government, by taking 


out a new Right from the Magiſtrate to fit in 
Judicatures, but a Prieſt of England muſt be cal- 


led in to reclaim us from theſe narrow Ways of 


thinking, by teaching us to hold Communion 


with all profeſſing the chriſtian Name of every 


Denomination, or to uſe his own adopted Words, 


in his applauded Extract, with every Diviſion f 


. Chriſtians ? 1 
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I ſhall ſomewhat excuſe the Apologiſt, for po- 
”.thering ſo much with the Practice of Preſbyteri- 
if 


f ans, in the different Periods of Epiſcopacies obtain- 
ing in this Land, that almoſt every profeſs'd Preſ- 
byterian makes more ado with that, than they 
ſhould. I wiſh all of us would look more to the 
Rule of God's Word, than to the Practice of 
ſinful Men, except in fo far as their Practice hath 
been agreeable to that unerring Rule. If we 
would take this Way more, we would, at leaſt, 
eceelear our Debates of Arguments taken from hiſto- 
rical Narratives, containing but very perplexed 
Accounts of the State of Things in thoſe Periods 
to which they reſer. | 
Tb bere are a few Scriptures, if ſtudied, and well 
. underſtood, might be of great Uſe to direct our 
Conduct towards Miniſters of another Denomi- 
nation than what is preſbyterian. Mauth. xxviii. 
19. 20. Math. v. 18. 19. Fob. xiv. 21. Ads. 
ii. 42. Rom. xvi. 17. 18. 1. Cor. i. 10. Gal. ii. 
11. Cc. x Cor. ii. 2. 2 756, ii. throughout 2. 
Type ſ. iii. 6. and downward, 1. Tim. iv. I. 2. 
23. iii. 10. 1. Fob. iv. 1. to the 7th Verſe. 2. 
Fob. 10. and 11. Verſes. © Math. xxiv. 23. to 
28. Rev. 24 and 3d Chapters - and many 
other Places that might be mentioned. I take it 
for granted, I am dealing with Preſbyterians, 
with them who believe our Doctrine, Worſhip, 
- Diſcipline and Government, in their uncorrupted 
Porm, to be agreeable. to the Word of God; fo 
that upon theſe Scriptures, I ſay, that I ought to 
withdraw from them who hold not the 'I'ruth 
44 according to theſe Scriptures ; and if Mr. Mpite- 
s.. 5 feld's Votaries can clear him as not guilty in all, 
or one or other of theſe Reſpects, they will ſay 
= >> more 
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| „ 
more for juſtifying the Hearing and Employing of 
him, than all they can alledge from the Practice 
of Scotch Preſbyterians in any Periods ſince our 
Reformation from Popery. For truly in trying 
and difficult Times, very often the beſt of Men 
have been ſtraitned what Part to act, and often 


have acted ſuch a Part, that if they had ſeen or ; 
ſuſpected the Conſequences, they would not have 
acted. And as to the Conduct of Preſbyterians 


in the firſt Epiſcopal Period, that ſeems not ſo 
cleared up by any Hiſtory that I have ſeen, as 
Need would require. 5 

I ſhall offer now a few Remarks, following the 
Apologiſt in the Method he.lays down, which 
is firſt to ſhew the State and Circumſtance ot our 
Church under the Epiſcopaey introduced upon 
the Reſtoration, where he ennumerates ſundry 
Acts, and Deeds, well enough known to any who 


_ enquire into theſe Things; he obſerves that the 
Uſurpation of the State upon the Church, the 


rude Meaſures then taken, the Injuſtice done, in 
thruſting out faithful Miniſters, and the thruſting 
in immoral and inſuficient Men of the Epiſcocal 
Way, made the People retuſe to hear them, and 


to ſuffer the greateſt Hardſhips for their Re- 


cuſancy. But Page 9g. tho? he allows ſome Ad- 
vantage arifing from this Refuſal, he ſpeaks ſuſ- 
picioully, as from the Opinion of ſome at this Day, 
if the not hearing the Curates was ſufhcient to 
found ſuch Sufferings upon. Now, apply this to 


the Hearing of Mr. }/h:zefield ; it the not hearing 3 
of him may keep up a Teſtimony againſt Epiſco- _ * 


pacy 3 were it not good to forbear countenancing 
him, when, he being ſuppoſed ſound in Doctrine, 


and regular in his Life, People are in Hazard of f 
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being brought to a Liking to the Epiſcopacy he 
holds faſt? If any ſhall ſay, there is no Hazard 
e | this Way, the Apologiſt furniſhes me with an 


„ Anſwer Page 8. Several of the Curates being 
ec ſound in their Doctrine, and regular in their 
„Lives, not only reconciled their Pariſhes to 
hear them, but alſo in Time brought them to 
„ a Liking to Epiſcopacy it ſelf. ” Now, Iaſk, 
ſetting aſide all other Conſiderations, if my hear- 
ring a ſound and regular Epiſcopalian, ſhall bring 
me to a Liking to Epiſcopacy it ſelf ; (as is now 
too much the Caſe with many of Mr. V h:tefield's 
Hearers, who, not to ſay more, are much ſoftned 
in their Oppoſition to Epiſcopacy,) ought I to 
employ, hear or countenance ſuch an one, who 
© goes about ſoftning us in to an Indifferency about 
Ejpiſcopacy, or who ſo ſtedfaſtly adheres to it? 
If I do fo, I ſhall bring myſelf, and others in- 
- ſenſibly in to a Likirg to Epiſcopacy it ſelf, The 
Aͤhpologiſt ſhews that, If the Curates had been 
orthodox and regular in their Lives, People 
had been brought into a Liking to Epiſcopacy 
it ſelf; and tho? it be the Opinion of ſome, that 
© it was too weak a ground of Suffering, not to 
hear the Curates, yet we owe the Liberty en- 
 & Joyed, ſince the Revolution to their Steadi- 
6 neſs in Suffering for not hearing them ? 
Now I leave it to the Apologiſt to tell me, that 
fſince we can without Suffering forbear hearing a 
Curate of the Church of England, if it be not ad- 
viſabie to forbear hearing ſuch, leſt we be inſenſi- 
+ bly led in to a Liking to Epiſcopacy itſelf, and fo 
loſe, make- light, or be deprived of the Liberty, 
and Priviledges, enjoyed ſince the Revolution ? 
5 4 : | The 
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ther to ſuffer, and that none of theſe concern the * 7 
Hearing of Mr. Whitefield, except the Epiſcopacy, 
and Supremacy, which he reſerves to the fourth 
and laſt Head. : 3 
Whatever way the firſt Reaſon, why our Suffer- 
ers refuſed to hear the Curates doth concern Mr, 
Whitefield, the Apologiſt would have done well to 
conſider that theſe Recuſants refuſed to hear them 
before the Act 1663 was paſt, and therefore there 
behoved to be another Reaſon than an AR, that 
then had not a Being ; their Recuſancy was the 
Reaſon of the Act, and not the Act the Reaſon - 
of the Recuſancy, and therefore they ſpoke juſter 
who laid their Recuſancy upon the Prelates, and 
their Curates, their Defection from the Covenant 
Reformation-work, from which the Englih Epil- 
copal Eccleſiaſticks cannot purge themſelves, it 
the Apologiſt allow the Solemn League and Co- 
venant to be binding upon Poſterity. As for the 
[ Part that Mr. Whitefeld acts among us, in Re- 
= ference to Epiſcopacy, that will come in after- 
wards upon the Head of his Doctrine and Cha- 
racter. 2 
- The ſecond Reaſon for not hearing the Curates, 
was their being thruſt in without the Conſent of 
the People. Is not this the Caſe of many Con- 
gregations in Scotland, where they have been de- 
nied unexceptionable Choices ? Yet now the 
Hearing of ſuch is preſſed, and tho? this doth not 
concern Mr. Mpiteſield, who claims not a Relati- * 
on to any Pariſh in Scotland, yet it ſo far concerns f 
him, as that he would have the People reconciled ©; | 
to the Miniſtry of ſuch Intruders, againſt whom \ 
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as Cc 23 9 
my old Preſbyterian Acquaintances did once ery 
* 2s much out as any, but now it ſeems Mr, MPite- 


* 14 hath reclaimed them from their narrow Ways 
of thinking, | 


As the Apologiſt paſſes the Reaſon from the 


ZEpiſcopacy and Supremacy till afterwards, ſo will 
I, his third Reaſon; for Reaſons that will then ap- 
pear. | | 
1 Their fourth Reaſon, that they might not hard- 
en Malignants in their Oppoſition to Preſbytery, 
nor induce the godly to ſuch Compliances, nor 
intail Prejudices upon Poſterity, is ſtronger againſt 


Hearing or employing Mr. Mhitefield than the A- 


. + pologiſt is aware. I am ſure, were there a Plot 


to eſtabliſh Epiſcopacy in Scotland, it might be al- 


ledged, that it would not diſoblige, at leaſt the 
Employers, and Hearers of Mr. Yhitefield ; and it 


is Fact, that the Example of ſome Preſbyterians, 
hath induced others to hear him, of which, I 


have all moral Aſſurance, they do repent ; and for 


the Prejudice intailed upon Poſterity, it appears 


>» 
* 
* 


will not only apologiſe ao” their Hearing him, we 


too obvious, when ſuch Practices have reduced fo 


many of the preſent Generation to an Indiffer- 


ency whether it be Church of England, or 
Church of Scotland. 18 


I ſhall paſs over the Apologiſt's Charge of Igno- 
rance of preſpyterian Principles, upon them who 


complain of thoſe, that run after the Engliſb Prieſt, 


Fe 


Tan I come to the Period of Time in which Preſ- 
byterians were Hearers of Epiſcopal Miniſters, 
Neither can J ſtay to notice his Doctrine of Of- 
> fence, Sin and Duty, as if they could not have 
forborn Hearing Mr. ge gs without Sin, or 
being out of their Duty; | 
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expect ſhortly, they 
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will charge Sin upon them that do it not, fince* 
Things are written by the Apologiſt that infinuate 
this, and not a few of Mr. Mhitefeld's Votaries 
Tpeak broad enough on this Head, but they have 
their ſtrong Arguments for convincing us in Re- 
ferve. 5 
If our Foreſathers refuſed to hear the Curates, 
hecauſe Guilty of Schiſm, as in other Reſpects, ſo 
in this, that they broke Union with ſuch, to 
whom, they were bound to adhere, both from an- 
tecedent moral Obligations, and the ſuper-added 
Ties of the national Oath, the ſame fifth Reaſon 
mould have determined our preſent Preſpyterians 
not to have employed, nor attended Mr. Ihize- 
Feld's Miniſtry, who, if we allow Preſbytety to be 
of divine Right, was under an antecedent moral 
Obligation to maintain it. His unacquaintedneſs 
with it can be no Excuſe, fince, Ignorantia Legis 
uon 3 a peccato, and ſince he had Acceſs to be 
18 among Preſbyterians, he hath not given up with, 
A but ſtill retains his Epiſcopacy ; and if the Apo- 
logift will allow the Solemn League and Cove - 
"nant to be binding upon Poſterity, he is under that 
ſupperadded Tie alſo. WE, | 54 
Our ſuffering Fathers, in my Opinion, argued 
ſtrongly againſt Hearing the Curates, from the 
Appearance of evil, as the Apologiſt notices in the 
'fixth Reaſon ; and that a ſmall Matter becomes 
great, when a Teſtimony is concerned in it, were 
it but an open Window, as in the Caſe of Daniel, 
and this admits of a cloſe Application againſt "af 
hearing, or employing Mr. J/h:tefield, ſuperſeding 
other Conſiderations, at a Time, when ſo many 
are making Light of preſbyterian Government, 
_ and fo many Things have been done, and are do- 
* 7b | ing! 
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ing to ſubvert it; and the Apologilt is vaſtly miſ- ; 
taken when he infinuates, ** that our Sufferers 


s refuſed to hear the Curates, for this chief Rea- 


e ſon, that they had not Acceſs to petition, 
e proteſt, or remonſtrate, ſince in the firſt E- 


X piſcopal Period, having Acceſs to all theſe, 


e they heard them. I will, ſhew other weigh- 
ty Reaſons, beſides what have been alfeady given 


and for the practice of Preſbyterians in the fir 


© Epiſcopal Period, it will be afterwards conſidered. 


1 Their ſeventh Reaſon noticed by the Apologiſt 


turns upon the Validity of the Curates Ordination, 


and the Prelates taking upon them to re-ordain 
reſbyterian Miniſters. He and his Authors will 
de found miſtaken in this, unleſs he mean what 
vas done by the Engliſb Biſhops, to our apoſtate 
reſby ters when they were to be drubbed Biſhops, 
for ſuch Miniſters as conformed with Prelacy be- 
ing ordained after 1649, they were to receive 


_ Preſentation from the Patron, and Collation from 


the Biſhop, but this Collation was not Ordination, 


- or to uſe the Epiſcopal Stile was not Inſtitution. 


But what is all this in Reference to Mr, Mpite- 


feld and his Hearers, unleſs it be to teach us to 


queſtion the goodneſs of his Ordination, or to 
_Jay that our Anceſtors ſuffered on a wrong 


Ground? Will it follow that becauſe we would 


not re-ordain Mr. Whitefield, were he conforming 


with Preſbytery, that therefore we are to ſubmit 


-j 


to his Minſtrations while Epiſcopal, he laying 
aſide ſomethings wrong in Worſhip ? If it fol- 


low, then by the ſame Parity of Reaſon, we 
may ſubmit to the Miniſtrations of a Romiſh 
Prieſt, laying aſide his Idolatrous Worſhip, tho? 


: 4 not giving up with Popery, for we do not re- or- 


1 ö dain ſuch when converted from Popery. 


3 
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The Apologiſt runs ſo faſt in defending the © 
Hearing of Mr. V hitefield, that he runs himſelf | 
into ſome Miſtakes injurious to our worthy An- 
ceſtors. As Page 18. 19. That our Church 
«© did not much mind who were the Admini- 
& ſtrators of the external Form of Ordination, pro- 
« yided the Men were duly qualified, and that 
they neglected the external Call by Ordina- _ 
cc tion, as in the Caſe of Mr. Robert Bruce. 
He might have ſaid this of all the preſbyterian 
Miniſters in Scotland before the Eſtabliſhing of + 
the ſecond Book of Diſcipline. But becauſe du. 
ring all that Time, they uſed not Impoſition of 
Hands, he is void of the Purpoſe, when he de- 
nies them an outward Form of Ordination, or of 
ſetting Men apart to the Miniſtry, Let the A- 
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pologiſt and his Reviſers read the Book of Com- 


mon- Order of the Engliſb Kirk at Geneva, where- 4 
F Knox was Miniſter, on the Manner of 
electing Miniſters, and that Chapter of our firſt: 


Book of Diſcipline concerning Miniſters, and © 
their lawful Election; you will there find that it 
is ſo far from Fact, what the Apologiſt alledges 
Page 19. That our Church ſeemed to neglet _ 


8 W e Se 


8, 4 


< the external Call by Ordination more than, 


e they ought. *” That they declare, that the Voca- - 


tion of a Miniſter, conſiſts in Election, Examina- 


nation or Call without Impoſition of Hands, in- 


_ deed theſe Worthies had mot Ordination, but 
they underſtood even the outward Form of Or- 


dination, in more ſubſtantial 'Reſpefts, as they _ 


- themſelves declare, than in Tmpoſition of Hands; 
and I aſſure you, that if I thought that the out- 


ward Form of Ordination conſiſted in the Im- 
7 8 | poſition #7 


tion, and Admiſſion ; if there cannot be an Ordi- ,.+ 


poſition of Hands, I would boldly aſſert, that the 


he © _ - Epiſcopal Ordination is void and null, it not be- y 
ing the Laying on of the Hands of the Preſbytery ; 
but ſince there is an Election, ſuch as it is, Exami- 


4 nation and Ad miſſion, to the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, I dare not declare the Epiſcopally or- 


dained to be no Miniſters, but preſently to infer 
my ſubmitting to their Miniſtrations on that 


Account, as hath been noticed, will not follow. 
The eight Reaſon the Apologiſt adduces for our 
Sufferers their not hearing the Epiſcopalians, be- 


cCauſe of their Dependence on the Supremacy, he 


leaves it to be conſidered in Reference to the Subject 
in Hand, to his fourth Head, and ſo ſhall I. All 


that is neceſſary to be noticed of the Uſe he makes 
- of of their ninth Reaſon, you have it, in what I have 
offered on the firſt and fifth Reaſons, 


Now, I have gone through the Reaſons, why 
our Fore -fathers chooſed ſuffering, rather than 


ſubmit to hear Epiſcopal Miniſters, as they are 
| - collected, and applied by the Apologiſt, except- 
ing the third, which I have in Reſerve for a pro- 
it per Place; but before I paſs from this Part of 
5 the Author's Methods, I muſt notice what he 


ſays, Page 21. That he hath not deſignedly 


committed any Thing material in our Sufferer's 
. © © Reaſons for not hearing Epiſcopal Miniſters, *? 
na- I am unwilling to judge the Gentleman's Deſigns, 
i. or that of any chriſtian Man's, further than their 

N MWords and Actions do warrand me. But the ſe- 
cond Reaſon in the Apologetical Relation, I did 
not find mentioned by him, in my Opinion, it 
Pleads ſtrongly againſt hearing or employing the 


m- _— 
* 


Engliſb Prieſt; it needs no Comment of mine, I 
tranſcribe it intirely, and let it ſpeak for itfelf. 
rng; 


/ 


* (18 ) 


By giving Obedience to this Act, (that is, of F 
i & hearing the Epiſcopalians) they ſhould be in 
þ l 4 Hazard not only of falling away into a deteſta- | 
c < ble Neutrality and Indifferency about the Mat- 
. < ters of God, but e're long they ſhould be in a 
( Hazard to fall away in Heart and Affection / 
< from the Cauſe of Chriſt, and from the Work 2 
„ < of Reformation ſworn to and owned ſo much; g 
. < for there is no Way now apparent, whereby = c 
1 & the Difference ſhall be kept up betwixt ſuch 1 

a c as honeſtly mind the covenanted Work of Re- 

Þ <« formation, and the corrupt, prelatical and ma- 
= © lignant Party, but this of refuſing to give Obe- _ 3 
= < dience to this Act. So that as it is already too 

ji < too apparent that ſome who had no Scruple _ « 
1 < to hear theſe Men, and withal thought to a- 1 
AF e bide conſtant to the Cauſe of God, were ere 

1 cc long found to be deceived ; for Piece and Piece _. | 
| 1 * the Edge of their Zeal was blunted, and their 
# <« Affection to the Work of God cooled, and ;- 
c they at length were brought to condemn it. 
. < So dangerous a Thing is it to fuffer the ſtand- ® 
ning Difference to wear out of Sight, So that 


4 < let a Man begin once to countenance thoſe _ 
=. Men, as lawfully called and authoriſed Mini- 1 
| % ſters, and by this Means keep up no ſtanding _. 
Difference, he ſhall, e're he be aware, ſlide in- 
5 * to their Camp, and fide with them in all 


Things. Therefore it is beſt to keep up this 1 
» Diſtance and ſtanding Difference by with _ 

1 „ drawing 
The Apologiſt triumphs, as if none of our Suf- _ 

| | | ferer's reaſons for not hearing the Curates, do ob- 

1 tain in Reſpect to them and Mr. Mhitefield; but“ 
l I think, it will appear that all of them in one 
3 | = 
[. 


— 


i 
| 
? 
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of Reſpect or another, are applicable to the preſent 
in Caſe: But, what tho' they were not all appli- 
a- cable, if ſuch of them as are ſufficient for the 
t- _ Purpoſe in Hand are applicable, eſpecially the 
in above Reaſon, that ſeems to have eſcaped the 
on Apologiſt? Do the Employers and Hearers of 
rk an Engliſh Curate well, in ſuch a Time of De- 
1; _ generacy and Neutrality about preſbyterian Prin- 
by = ciples, in the Manner they do, to countenance 
ch him? | | 15 80 8 
e- _ The Apologiſt in his third Head, endeavours 
a- to juſtify Preſbyterians, their Hearing of Mr. 
e- _ Whitefield from the firſt Period of Epiſcopacy in 
oo Scotland, tho' for Reaſons offered by him, they act- 
le ed otherwiſe after the Reſtoration ; but I am fur- 
a- pariſed, that he ſhould attempt to 1 the 
ce Mpitefieldian Preſbyterians from the firſt Epiſco- 
ce pal Period; When in Page 24. compared with 
ir Page 22. He ſays, That the Apologies offer- 
nd ed by our Authors after the Reftoration, for 
it. „ the Diverſity of Practice in the firſt Period by 
d- hearing the Epiſcopal Incumbents, while thoſe 
at + of thePeriod after the Reſtoration retuſed it, ap- 
fe „ pear too weak and inſufficient for juſtifying the 
i- < firſt Period. I am ſure, the,Apologiſts after the 
ng Reſtoration meant not to juſtify that Period, but 
n- in as far as they meant to juſtify the Diverſity 
all of Practice; our Apologiſt ſays, their Argu- 
nis ments are inſufficient, and I think fo too, that 
they are not fufficient to juſtify the Confor- 
miities, then really made, or which are alleged 
if- to be made with the Epiſcopal Incumbents, 
b- eſpecially to uſe the Apologiſt's Words, that 
ut Epiſcopacy and Supremacy were then fully e. 
ne 5 ſtabliſhed by — 05: Fa e 
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Tho? I will not take upon me to juſtify thoſe 
Preſbyterians that conformed with Epiſcopacy 
in the firſt Period, I am fo far from that, that 


am of the Mind, that there were Things ommit- 
ted and committed by them in the firſt Period of 
Prelacy's Riſe, Eſtabliſhment and Progreſs, that 
it had been better frankly to have confeſs'd it, 
than juſtifying their Conformities, to draw that 
into a Precedent for juſtifying any like Practice 


now. Yet, this I may fay, as I did in the Begin- 


ning, that very often-the beſt of Men, have been 
put to it, what Part to act in trying and ftrait- 


ning Times, and often have acted ſuch a Part, 
that ihne) had ſeen or ſuſpected the Conſequen- 


ces, they would not have acted. And this, I 
think the proper Apology to be made for them 


who contormed in hearing Epiſcopalians at that 


Time; but this doth by no Means juſtify the 
hearing of them now, becauſe tho' I extenuate 
the Fault, as to the Period referred to, I do not 
Juſtify the Practice as no Fault; and this is a 
ſhorter Way with an Argument taken from the 
Practice of that Period, than perhaps the Apolo- 


giſt was expecting, and this might anſwer all his 


Reaſoning from that Period. But the Apologiſt 
abounds ſo much with blundering Miſtakes, when 
he is upon that Period, and is comparing it with 
that after the Reſtoration, that the taking ſome 
Notice of them, and the clearing up the Matter 
a little, may ſhew the . Weakneſs of his ſwagge- 
ring Argument taken from the firſt Epiſcopal Pe- 
T10d, -: | e 3 

The Apologiſt owns, that in the firſt Period, 


Epiſcopacy and Supremacy were fully eſtabliſned 
by Law, but Page 25. that it was never required 
K — | >a . en * ; 7 


then 
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1 then of the People to hear, as a Teſt of their Ap- 


probation of the Supremacy and Epiſcopacy, as 


9 after the Reſtoration ; therefore the Preſbyterians 
continued hearing ſtill, Now to prove, that as 
much was done in the firſt Period, I refer you to 
Calder wood's Hiſtory, Page 639. Where after 
„ the Glaſgow A ſſembly 1610, where Epiſcopa- 


cy and the Supremacy were acknowleged, you 
. have a terrible Proclamation from the King, 


 «& commanding all Subjects ef whatſoever Sort, to 
e obtemper, obey, and not impugn any Article 


8 Cc. of that Aſſembly, &c. and commanding 
all Judges and Magiſtrates, that if they do 
„ hear, or underſtand of any Preacher Fc. or 


„ Subjet whatſomever, who break this Com- 
„ mandment, that preſently they be committed 
„ to Priſon, Page 649. Anno 1614. Upon the 
„ fourth of March, the Miniſters were comman- 
„ ded by Proclamation, with Sound of Trumpet, 

< at the Croſs of Edinburgh, to prepare the Peo- 
C ple for the Lord's Supper againſt Eaſter, and 
„the People were charged to communicate that 

„ Day at their Pariſh Kirks. It would be 
* tedious to relate all the Inſtances of arbitrary 


Power of the King and Biſhops in this Period, 


CCC ˙ͤ§1¾X.̃ ̃ a ck .. 


on”, 
- 3 5 


both after the Aſſembly at Glaſgow in 1610. and 
Perth Aſſembly 1618, whoſe Articles were ra- 
tified in Parliament, enacting all the Recuſants 
to be puniſhed with Rigor and Extremity, as 
many Miniſters were, as well as People; of 
Which, any Perſon may read ample Accounts 
in Calderwoed's Hiſtory, there they may fatisfy 
themſelves, and ſee that I am not impoſing upon 
them, and Page 733. you will fee the high 


* * © Commiſſion impowered to call non- COmmu- 


„ nicants as well as others before them. * 
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IC is like, the Apologiſt will ſay, that thoſe at 


were condemnable Severities, and tho' he does 
not juſtify, but condemn the Corruptions of the 
Aſſemblies 1610 and 1618. the King but ratifes 
their Deeds, and the Supremacy in it's Exerciſe 
is not uſed as in the Act of Parliament 1663. 
But, to this I anſwer, and let any Man judge. 
The King in Virtue of his Prerogative, calls the 
Aſſembly 1610 ; that Aſſembly ratifies his Supre- 
macy in Cauſes eccleſiaſtical, and he by his Pro- 
clamations and Laws, diſcharges any Oppoſition 
to the contrary, by any Subject whatſomever. 
I think theſe Things juſt as bad, as what was done 
Anno 1663. But if the Apologiſt wants an In- 
ſtance, and a rampant one, of the Exerciſe of Su- 


| premacy in Matters ecclefiaſtical, without, or 


efore the Kirk do any Thing, you have it in the 


O 


fore mentioned Proclamation, Anno 1614. con- 


cerning Eater, for the giving the Communion 


then, fo. this was not appointed by a general Aſſem- 


bly till the Year 1616. and this drew deeper than 
Iimply the hearing of the Curates did. p 
'The Apologiſt's ſecond Difference of thoſe Pe- 


Tiods, is as full of Miſtakes, for the Intruſion of 


Miniſters obtained in the firſt as well as ſecond 
Period, fince the Manner of planting of Churches 


was the ſame in the firſt Epiſcopal Period as in 


the ſecond, vis. by Preſentation of the Patron, 


and Collation of the Biſhop, and the Matter of F 


Intruſion could not, yea, was not carried higher 
in the jecond than in the firſt Period, as appears 
by the Act of Parliament 1612. and it is but 
gratis Diftum, in the Apologiſt, that the Mini- 


ſters ſo ordained were tubmitted to by their blocks, 
they having the ſame Provocation there was after | 
; che 


Ch 


te Reſtoration, Curates being thruſt in upon _ 


them, after many of their worthy Paſtors were 


for their Non- conformity deprived and other- 
"wiſe perſecuted by the high Commiſſion-· Court; 
of which Severity, Calderwood abounds with In- 
* ſtances, with which any Perſon may fatisfy him- 


ſielf, if he thinks J am telling a Story, and of which 


I ſhould have given Inſtances, but I have already 


tranſgreſſed the Bounds of a Miſſive. 


'*. The Apologiſt ſpeaks, I am afraid, without 
due Reflexion, that the Incumbents of the firſt 
2 Epiſcopal Period, had not abjured Epiſcopacy as 


© thoſe of the ſecond had done. But, admit they 


had not done it perſonally, was not the national 


Covenant abjuring the Hierarchy, which their 
Fathers took, binding upon them? Or, can the 


_: Apologiſt aſſert, that all the Curates in 1663. had 


perſonally abjured Epiſcopacy ? Can he affure 
me that all the Miniſters who took the Covenant 
in 1590. were dead in 1610. or that none of 
them who took the Covenant in 1590. confor- 


med with Epiſcopacy in 1610 ? But to go ſurely 


to Work, let any compare the Names of the Mi- 
niſters, and Places to which they belonged, men- 
tioned in Calderwood Page 251. and 252. with 
the Liſt of the Members of Gla/gow Aſſembly 


1610. Page 626. and 627. and they will find 


that many of them who took the Covenant in 


1590. were Members of the Aſſembly 1610. that 


% ſettled Epiſcopacy. I ſhould allow the Apologiſt 
do uſe a preſumptive Argument, that tho' they 
were Members of that Aſſembly, they might not 


7 


be all Conſenters to the Settlement of Prelacy; if 
ſomething in the King's Letter calling that Aſ- 
ſembly, had not broken the Force of that Argu- 


ment, 


COS 3: 
ment, at leaſt made the Preſumption ſtrongeſt on 
my Side, vis. that they were Art and Part in that F 
Miſchief, The King's Letter in Calderwood ® | 
Page 621. and 622, might be worth a Perſon's Jr 
| Reading, particularly the Words ſo fit to my 
| Purpoſe. vi. And becauſe by our Letters, - 

„ we have particularly acquainted the Arch-Biſh- ® 

« op of St. Andrews with our Purpoſe herein, . 
| 6 and ſent unto him a ſpecial Note of the Names „ , 
of ſuch, as we defire to be at our ſaid Meeting. 8 

6e It is our Pleaſure you conform hereto, and 
| & make Choice of ſuch Perſons. * Thus the 6 
| King to ſecure his Point, wrote to Preſbyteries, | ho 
| I might offer much more on this, but I am wea- e. 
ried before I be half done. E 

The Apologiſt's fourth State of the Difference 7 
between the two Periods, labours under the ſame 
Miſtakes with the former, for they were as ſtrong- 3 
ly inhibited in the firſt as in the ſecond Period, 
as in the fore- mentioned terrible Proclamation | 
emitted after the Glaſgow Aſſembly, and tho? they 
are ſaid to petition, they did it at their Peril, 
| as we may ſee in Calderwood, from Page 677 111 
| and foreward, how much ſome Miniſters were . f-- 
| proſecuted and perſecuted for their proteſting a- 1 
gainſt the Corruptions of the Time. Read alſo = 
from Page 725. and you will ſee how hardly the 
Miniſters were uſed, who in their Sermons, teſti- . 
fied againſt the Evils of the Kirk. See more of 
this from Page 760. and foreward, how hardly (} 
Proteſters and Petitioners were treated. 1 

As to the Apologiſt's 570 from Mr. Davidſor's 

Letter 1597. It not being within any of the Peri- 
dds referred to; we have nothing to do with it, - 
unleſs it had contained ſomething in it juſtifying 


them 


| 
| 
| 


A — 


c 23 ) 


hem who ſubvert the Government of the Church, 


put it being the Reverſe of this, it makes nothing 
for his Purpoſe, | 


might bring in ſeveral hiſtorical Teſtimonies | 


Foainſt the Apologiſts 679, * That there was no 
e ſach Objections as Errors in Doctrine, and 
„ Immoralities of Life, againſt the Epiſcopal Mi- 
F< niſters of the firſt, as thoſe of the ſecond Peri- 
„ od. But I ſhall only refer him to the Synod 
of Galloway's Supplication, Anno 1661, againſt the 
intended change of Government, which he will 
find in the Appendix to the firſt Volume of Mod- 
roto's Hiſtory, where you have the following 
Words. Epiſcopacy hath always been attended 
in this Land with manifold Corruptions in 
Doctrine, Worſhip and Manners. How did 
„ Popery, Arminianiſm, and Socinianiſm ſound 

in our Pulpits ? Was it not in the Time of 
„ lordly Epiſcopacy ? Then it was that the pure 
23 © Worſhip of God was polluted with human In- 
F< ventions, Sc. then Epiſcopal Connivances at 
the groſſeſt Scandals, ?? and much more than 
I ſtay to tranſcribe. But as J have ſaid, many In- 
ſtances of their Unſoundneſs, and Immorality, in 
this Period could be adduced, So that this will 
not diſtinguiſh the Periods. | 


But if I prove, that it was the Opinion of the 


| moſt eminent Preſbyterians of the firſt Period, 


that the rAbettors, and Promoters, of Prelacy, 
ſhould be cenſured, and withdrawn from ; and 
that many of the People did withdraw from them, 
and were perſecuted on that Account; I am a- 


| fraid, the Apologiſt will make but a poor Hand 


of his Argument, taken from the Conduct of 
Preſbyterians in the 9 TT © 
| | t 


<0 
It is to my Purpoſe, and well worth tranſerib. th. 
ing, what Mr. James Melvil, Anno 160g, writes 
to a confined Brother, when he ſaw Matters go- WM 
Ing to Wreck in the Church, ſee Cald. p. 614. 
If ye aſk yet, Men and Brethren what ſhall we do ? 
Anſwer © 1. Cry and complain to Chriſt, fillive BY 
& Heaven and Earth with Lamentations, for the RC 
$6 Captivity and Deſolations of Sion, &c. 2. To all 
ce publiſh to all Chriſtians our juſt Griefs, how our 9% 
« Kirk is oppreſſed by Authority, circumveened by WW W 
Craft, and kept in Thraldom, againſt God's Word, ¶ be 
4 her own Conſtitutions, and againſt the Privileges, NM 
ce and Laws of our Realm, granted to her. 3. I MC 
ce would have theſe Balaams, &c. that have ſold the Ce 
<« birth-Right of Chriſt's Inheritance, for a Meſs of te 
& Pottage, thoſe Impriſoners and Tormentors of 
ce their Brethren, after due Admonition, to be paint- 
ce ed out in their Colours and Proceedings; and 
c laſtly, if that Spirit ot Action, Zeal and Courage, Mt © 
c that ſometimes did mightily ring in our Kirk, 
e were kindled again, that might make a few from 
& every Preſbytery and Province, to conveen to- 
ce gether, in the Name of Chriſt, and cenſure theſe 
6 Corrupters of the Kirk to the uttermoſt. “ Read | 
al'o in Calderwoad 743, a Letter from that emi- 
nent Martyr, Mr. Fohn Melſb, to Mr. Robert MR 
Bruce, another eminent Witneſs, Anno 1619, 1 
Part of which doth follow, They are no more 
„ to be counted Orthodox, but Apoſtates, they 
are fallen from their Callings, c. and are no 
% more to be counted Chriſtians, but Strangers, 
* Apoſtates, and Perſecutors, and therefore, not 
to be heard any more, either in Publick, or in 
e Conlittories, Colleges, or Synods. ” For what . 
Fellowſhip hath Light with Darkneſs ? Is it like 
HW | that 


CC 7 3 
rib. that theſe Men would have juſtified the Hearing, 
1 a gta with the Prelates, or their Offspring, 
20. whom they would have thus ſeverely cenſured, 
7 4, and wy e Coorg ay and adviſe that they 
be withdrawn = | | | 
70 4 That the People of that Period, were not ſuch | 
the! Conformiſts with their Miniſters, as the Apologiſt 
To alleges, I refer for P roof, to the Miniſters of Edin- 
our burgh their Invectives againſt the People. Calder- 
by 099d 785 and Page 805. But to put the Matter 
"rd, beyond all Doubt, and to ſtop the Apologiſt's 
Mouth at once; we ſhall get much Light from a 
. Council Proclamation, Anno 1624. See for it 
the Calderꝛbood, Page, 810, the Account of that Mat- 
;-of ter followeth. The Miniſters of Edinburgh al- 
o“ leging before the Council, that they could have 
nt- * no Peace with the People, ſo long as other 
and Miniſters, eſpecially the deprived, and filenced 
ge, reſorted to the Town, and kept private Con- 
= <« venticles, a Charge was given, which was pub- 
om © liſhed the Day following ; that none meet or 
to- conveen in any private Houſe, or Place to 
eſe “ preaching, Exhortation, or ſich religious Ex- 
cad © erciſes, except thoſe of the Family, or their 
ni- Friends reſorting for other Cauſes; that they 
ert Attempt not to impugn by Diſcourſe or Diſ- 
a putation, Word, or Write, the true Religion, 
re or Diſcipline of the Kirk approved by his Ma- 
ey jeſties Laws, with falſe Suggeſtions, as if he 
no © perſecuted the true Religion. We have of 
rs, late known to our unſpeakable Grief, a Num- 
ot , ber of our Subjects miſled by turbulent and 
in “ reſtleſs Miniſters, either deprived of their 
at Functions, or filenced for juſt Cauſes, to de- 
& “ bauch and ſeduce their Neighbours, affecting 
ä C 2 VV 


= © Purity, Sc. above others, diſobeying the Kine 
| ce and their Paſtors, impugning the Doctrine 
B « controlling the ordinary Diſcipline, abſtaining 5 
ce to hear the Word preached, and have diſordet.) 
ce ly ſtrayed to other Congregations, c. Ire. 
fer to the Paper ad longum, I am weary tranſcrib. E 
ing. The Apologiſt may allege from Caller. 11 
wood, Page 811, that they did not abſtain ſron 

hearing the Word preached, when their own Pa. 
tors were preaching in their Pariſh-kirks, tho 
they took the Opportunity of hearing others 


en 
of 
Cal 
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Held faſt the Truth, and either were not as ye} 
thruſt out, or had. occafional Acceſs to their Pul- 
| Pits ; after this, we read in our Hiſtorian of a ſe- 

E vere Perſecution againſt many eminent Miniſter: W 
| But there is one great Gun of the Apologiſts, 
iT | Page 16. That the Melvils and other Mini- 
[ « fters, in 1606, called up to London, did at the 
« Command of the King hear the Engliſbp Biſhops, 
< and Deans ; if theſe great Men had thought it! 
4 Sin in its Nature, to hear®Perſons, who hell 
1 . and * for their my 
no 


| What the Hiſtorian ſays, muſt be interpreted in | | K 
| conſiſtency with himſelf, when he tells us, Tha 
| « Chriſtians when they had Occaſion of a ſouni . 
« and zealous Miniſter, to ſtir them up in theft z, 

“ Times of Defection, they met together, for the 5 
% Pulpit of Edinburgh ſounded all the contrary! 5 

* „% Way, and Arminian Preachers poſſeſled the } 
% moſt eminent Places, and were not only toleO 
| < rated, but countenanced, becauſe in public 
= Doctrine they maintained the Prelates uſurped g 
IJ « Power. The People would not readily heat 
| ſuch, and conveen with others alſo, therefore 1 
| their own Paſtors muſt be underſtood, of ſuch a 


C0 29 ) | 
Bcc no Command of the King would have made 
BF cc them ſubmit to it, but on the contrary, Mr. 
BF Calder wood mentions no Scruple that any of 
e them had in the Matter, but that they did it, 
4e as oft as deſired by the King. +: 
e All Il ſhall fay of thoſe Worthies, their hearing 
„% Egpiſcopalians in England, ſhall be to obſerve, 
that it was occaſional only, not ſtated ; it was 
by the Force of the King's Command, and not 
ol Choice; and that if their Perſons had not 
been in the Kings Hands, and they at this Time 
his Priſoners at large, we had not heard of their 
being tofled about from Place to Place, from 
one Church and Chapel to another, and they 
could not be ſuppoſed to have heard them, as 
joining with them, or expecting any Edification 
by them ; when p. 543. Cald. tells us, that in 
one of the Sermons they heard from Dr. Xing, 
he had a moſt virulent Invective againſt the Preſ- 
byterians, crying to the King „ down, down 
„ with them.“ How far the Apologiſt hath 
given a fair Account of the Matter from Calder- 
wood, that they did not ſcruple to hear ſuch 
| Preachers, I refer to p. 542, where the two Mel- 
vil; having expreſs Command to come to the 
King's Chapel, Mr. James warned Mr. And- 
rew, that they were to be trapped, and to have 
their Patience tryed, The Hiſtorian proceeds 
in telling what Trinkets he ſaw on the Altar; 
upon which Mr. Andrew Melvil made that E- 
pigram, Page 548. for which he was troubled, 
and how uneaſy it was to them to be ordered 
to the Houſe of Ernglih Eccleſiaſticks, the 
Progreſs of that Story ſhews abundantly, a ſuffi- 
cient evidence, how diſagreeable Fellowſhip and 
= 8 Intimacy 


1 | 1 ( 30 9 | 6 
Intimacy with ſuch, was to theſe great Men, 
Now, tho' our Apologiſt had faid more than be 


hath done, for proving, that our Preſbyterian? * 
ſcrupled not to hear Epiſcopalians in a ſtraitning 
Time, his Arguments for the real or allege * 


Practice of poor ſinful Men in a Time of Ten.) 


tation, do not conclude for the Warrantableneß 


of the Practice, nor juſtify the like Practice, 
where there are not the ſame Reaſons, no! 
extenuate the Fault, where there are not the 
ſame Tentations, : . 
Before I proceed to the Apologiſt's fourth! 
Head, for juſtifying the hearing of Mr. Vite. 
field, from the Meſiminſter Confeſſion, and the 
Solenin League and Covenant, I ſhall offer ſome 
Things, ſhewing, how far it is unlawful, or may 
be concluded unlawful, to hear an Epiſcopal Mi- 
Niſter, or embrace their Miniſtry, to uſe the Apo- 
logiſt's Stile concerning Mr Whitefield, =_ 
The Queſtion is not concerning an occaſional or 


accidental Hearing of an Epiſcopal, but ſuch a hcar- FR 


ing as the Apologiſt Page 29 calls, an Embracing of | 
his Miniſtry ; and let me add, ſuch a Hearing, 
as is the Effect of an Invitation given to ſuch Þ 
to miniſter Goſpel Ordinances to them. = 

The Queſtion is not of ſuch a Hearing as a | 


Perſon may give, to gratify their Curioſity, to 1 
ſee how a Perſon will acquit himſelf, or what he 


will fay on ſuch, or ſuch, a Subject; this is 

not a Hearing that imports an Embracing of 
their Miniſtry : Tho? even in this, I wiſh there 
were with us an Acting in the Matter of Hearirg 
from better Principles; the itching Ear is con- 
demned, and hath dangerous Effects, 2 Tim. iv. 
3. 4. After their own Luſis they ſhall heap 19 
| themſelves 


F 
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themſelves Teachers, having itching Ears, and they 


ſhall turn away their Ears from the Truth, The 


Iſraelites were to be ſo ſatisfied with the Ordinan- 
ces of God, that they were not to enquire how 
the Nations ſerved their Gods. Deut. xii. 30, 
Take beed to thy ſelf, that thou be not ſnared by fol- 
lowing them, and that thou enquire not after their 
Gods, ſaying, how did theſe Nations ſerve their 
Gods ? Even ſo will I ds, 1 
The Queſtion is not concerning an involunta- 
ry Hearing of ſuch, when a Perſon cannot ſhun 
it, unleſs he ſtop his Ears, as when their Perſons 
are at the diſpoſe of another, as in the Cate of our 
Miniſters at London, in the Year 1606, but ſuch a 
Hearing as is the Effect of a free Choice, and Liking 
to their Miniſtry, The firſt may obtain, when 
the other doth not, yea ought not, | 
Neither is the Queſtion concerning ſuch a 
Hearing, as may be between Perſons differing in 
their Principles of Epiſcopacy, and Preſbytery, 
but not as yet clearly determined either Way, 
but reaſoning the Matter together, about Light in 
the Matter, and Hearing reciprocally for- this 
End. That is not the preſent Caſe, how far it 
may be alledged on Mr. W hiteffeld's fide, I do 
not find the Apologiſt as yet come the Length of 
giving this for the Reaſon of his and his Friends 
Hearing Mr. J/b:tefield, | | 
Nor is the Queſtion about Hearing Epiſcopali- 
ans ſound on the doctrine of Grace, and main- 
ta'ning purity of Worſhip, who themſelves are as 
much Epiſcopal in their Judgement as they, or 
are only in Doubt about Epiſcopacy. But the 
Queſtion is, of their Hearing, that are at a Point 
about it, that Prelacy belongs to the Romiſh 
8 We b Hier- 
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the Government which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in 
his Houſe, and which in England derives its E- 
ſtabliſhment from the King, as ſupreme in Cauſes 
Eccleſiaſtical, as in the Papacy, it doth from the 
Pope. 


Doctrine of Grace, and practiſe a pure Worſhip, 
where People are invincibly deprived of Acceſs to 
any Ordinances, diſpenſed by another. When 
the Caſe is ſo circumſtanced, it is allowed, that 
People may embrace the Inſtructions, let me call 
it the Miniſtry, of any among them, capable to 
diſcharge that Duty, tho' never before in any 
eccleſiaſtical Office, and in that Caſe of invinci- 
ble neceſſity, ſuch a perſon may become their 
Paſtor. 8 5 

The Queſtion then comes to this; may any 
Perſon profeſſing himſelf a Preſbyterian, and be- 
lieving the preſbyterian Church Government to 
be the Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, the only King 
and Head of his Church; and aiſo believing Pre- 
lacy to be the Invention of Man, and an order 
of Government oppoſite to, and ſubverſive of the 
Government, which Chriſt hath appointed in his 


to maintain this preſbyterian Government, and 
to oppoſe and extirpate Prelacy ; ſuch a Perſon 
enjoying a Goſpel Miniſtry, diſpenſing Chriſt's 
Ordinances, maintaining the ſame preſbyterian 
Principles, 2nd oppofing the fame Prelacy : I fay, 
according to this ſtate of the Caſe, may any ſuch 
| Perſon lawfully hear, and embrace the Miniſtry 
of one, mantaining, and holding the Epiſcopal 

9 85 ö | lier- 


Hierarchy, and is contrary to, and ſubverſive of 


Neither is it the Queſtion about the Hearing 
one, tho* Epiſcopal in his Judgement, preach the 


Church, and being under ſupperadded Solemn Ties, 


2 
WAN x. 
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3. * | 
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= Hierarchy ; and that Supremacy of the King in 
Matters eccleſiaſtical, ſubſtituted in the room of 
the uſurped Supremacy of the Pope, ſuch a Per- 


© ME fn never having renounced this Epiſcopacy and 
— Supremacy, nor made Profeſſion of preſby terian 
8 Principles before any preſbyterian Church Judica- 
2 re ? | | | 
© i * think this is the proper State of the preſent 
5 Controverſy, ſo that I will plainly aſſert, that the 
_ hearing and embracing the Miniſtry of an E- 
5 poiſcopalian, by any profeſſed Preſbyterian, 1s 
unlawful, and inconſiſtent with his profeſſed 
1 Principles, and ſolemn Ties, and Obligations, 


and conſequently the Hearing, and as the Apolo- 
giſt explains it, the embracing the Miniftry of 
Mr. Whitefield, a profeſſed Epiſcopalian, which 
he hath never yet renounced any where, that I 
„ know of, and never as yet before any preſbyterian 

Church Judicature, muſt alſo be unlawful to any | 
profefled Preſbyterian, | 

I ſhould think this State of the Caſe fo convin- 
cing, as every real unbiaſſed Preſbyterian would 
preſently conclude the ſame Thing with me, 
both from the Word of God, the Principles 
and Standards of this Church. 

It will ſtill be remembred, that T am ſpeak- 
ing of ſuppoſed Preſbyterians, who are bound to 
ſtand faſt in it as the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
to receive and approve, and embrace ſuch Teach- 
ers who teach them to obſerve all Things what- 
ſoever Chriſt hath commanded, and- ought not 
to receive them, who bring not the Doctrine of 
Chrift, but ſhould avoid them who cauſe Of- 
fences and Diviſions, contrary to the Doctrine 
they have learned; and who are bound to ſtand 
, | at 


(. 34 ) SE 
at the greateſt Diſtance from Sin, i. The/. 5. 22; 
Jude 23. And are not to be Partakers of other 
Mens Sins, 1. Tim. 5. 22, Who ought to be- 
ware of falſe Prophets; and ſuch as walk not ac- 
cording to the received Ordinances. 2. The, 


3 6, Chriſt's Sheep hear not Strangers, but flee 1 
rom them. Joh. 10. 27. Theſe that practical, 
ar? the Foxes, muſt be taken away, Cant. 2. 15. 


5 
7 
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The Saints muſt guard againſt them, who ly in 
Wait to deceive, and we are not to be rofed to 
and fro with every Wind of Doctrine, Eph. 4. 14. 
2. Theſ. ii. 2. 3. Whereunto we have already 
attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us 
mind the fame Thing, Phil. 3. 16. If Anti- 
Chriſt prevailed in the Church by a gradual Fal- 
ling away from the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the 
Purity of his Ordinances, the ſtrengthning the 
Hands of them that hold faſt his wicked Hierar- 
chy, is but a Healing again the Wound he got 
among us, by the Purity of our Reformation, 
And how offenſive muſt it needs be to embrace 
their Miniſtry who are authoriſed by them that 
derive their Power from thoſe who uſurp Chriſt's 
Prerogative Royal, as King-and Head to his 
Church, and who maintain this horrid Uſurpa- 


tion by a ſolemn Oath? % are to hold faſt 


the Profeſſion of our Faith without Navering. Heb. 
x. 23. All Truth muſt be held and practically 
avowed, nothing of Chriſt's is to be talked of, as 
little or indifferent. Math. V. 19. And if ſuch 
who do teach fo, are in Chriſt's account little, 
1 deſpiſed, their Miniſtry is not to be embra- 
ced. 7 | 


It would take a Volume, let be a tedious 
Miſſive to launch out into the Argument, and 
W E . | make 
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dat Action. 
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== make Application of the Caſe, as ſtated, to Mr. 
ui bileſield, and his Hearers, or Embracers of his 
= Minittry. But ſince I cannot overtake that, I 
XZ ſhall refer what might be added, and amplified 


upon to my Anſwers to what remains of the 
Authors' Defences for their hearing, and embra- 


cCing the Miniſtry of Mr. Jbitefield, 


1 am aware, that the Apologiſt, or any fly Aſ- 


# fiſtant, or Reviſer of his Performance, will be ready 


to ſay, that I have ſtated the Queſtion, concern- 
ing the hearing and embracing the Miniſtry of an 


- Epiſcopalian, and conſequently of the Engliſb 


Prieſt, upon a Heap of Circumſtances, and have 
declined the Queſtion, how far the Hearing of an 
Epiſcopalian, as Mr, Whitefield, is in its Nature 


unlawfull. ; 


— 


An unthinking Perſon may apprehend upon 
ſuch an alledgince, that I have done ſo, it I have 
done it, I can fay it was not my Intent, perhaps 
the Apologiſt and I may differ about the Notion 
of an actions Lawfulneſs, or Unlawfulnelis in its 
Nature. I own, that the phyſical Act of Hear- 
ing, hath nothing of Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs 
in it, but when we come to the Morality of the 
Act, we muſt take in Circumſtances, yet am 1 
not declining the Conſideration of that Act, in 
its Nature, for my old Philoſophy taught me 
an Action en ganſidered, may be Effential 
to it morally confidered, and it it would not 


long ſince, that what may be a Circumſtance to 


tranſgreſs on Modeſty, I might offer to defy the 
Apologtſt to ſhow me any alleged Circumſtance, 
in my State of the Caſe, of hearing Epiſcopal 


Miniſters, that doth not affect the Morality of 
: — 


a 
— 
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their countenancing and embracing the Miniſtry 


C00 1 
But give, tho? not grant, that my State of the 
Cale ſhould wave the Conſideration of the Queſtion 
about the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of hearing 
Epiſcopalians, and only determined the Queſtion 
from ſuppoſed Circumſtances, and not from the 
Thing in it's Nature, which yet I deny, if theſe m 
Circumſtances do affect his, and his Friends' Con-; 
duct in embracing the Miniſtry of Mr, Jhitefield ; XR 
I think, it will follow, that. they have not faid 
any thing to defend their Conduct and Practice, 
Let all the alleged Circumſtances be tried, 
and applied, I can bear this with all imaginable L 
—Camnebs. - | tt 


3 1. The Apologiſt and his Friends profeſs b. 


*theinſelves to be Preſbyterians, and that our re 
* Preſbyterian Church Government is the Ordi- tl 
nance of Jeſus Chriſt, the King and Head of t 
"his Church, 2. They own Prelacy Page 24. to 
be an Error, and a great Incroachment on the 
chriſtian Church. 3. They are under ſolemn 
Ties to oppoſe and aboliſh Prelacy, and to main- 
tain Preſbytery. 4. They deny not that they 
haus a Goſpel Miniſtry oppoſite to Prelacy, and 
profeſſing Preſbytery with themſelves. 5. They 
cannot deny but Mr. J/b:tefield hath taken the 
Oath of Supremacy, and is Epiſcopal. 6. They 
muſt acknowledge that he hath neither renounced 
the Supremacy, nor Epiſcopacy, before any Preſ- 
byterian Church Judicature, nor hath he made a- 
ny Profeſſion. of Preſbyterian Principles. Now 
whatever Way they may diſtinguiſh between Ac- 
tions naturally, and circumſtantially confidered, 


of Mr. Whitefield, is contrary to the many mo- 
ral Obligations they are under, in Reference to 
1] 5 Preſbytery 
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preſbytery and Prelacy ; the maintaining the 


r 
LJ 


one, andthe endeavouring, the Abolition of the o- 
ther. 55 We pe + „ 
= But fays the Apologiſt, 28. 29. Pages, that 
Mr. 7/hitefield's Epiſcopacy, and Oath of Supre- 
macy, cannot make that Deed ſo unlawful, as 
it would be in a Scotch Preſbyterian ; and that 
Epiſcopacy, and the Supremacy, however bad in 
=E themſelves, are not ſo bad in the Engliſb Clergy, 
or in Mr. Whitefield, bred up in that Darkneſs, 
as in us. I ſhall freely allow, that the greater 
Light, the greater Guilt, but this takes not away 
| the Guilt altogether, nor doth it juſtify their em- 
bracing Mr. piteſield's Miniſtry, before ever he 
IT renounces his Epiſcopacy and r when 
[= they have able Men of their own Principles, nei- 
ther for Epiſcopacy nor Supremacy, to hear 
o But then altho” I allow that Mr. 7Phitefield, 
© BY while being among the Engliſb Clergy, had not 
n all the Advantages of being taught the Evil of E- 
8 piſcopacy, and the Supremacy ; I ſhould have 
* been glad to hear, if the Apologiſt, or his other 
d Admirers, have been able to make him renounce 
y his Epiſcopacy, and Supremacy. Now fince he 
e holds theſe, can he plead Ignorance, after all the 
V 


Pains taken upon him? Had Mr, Whitefield 
been converſant with the Englih Clergy, and li- 
ved, and died unenlightned as to Epiſcopacy, and 
the. Supremacy ; I ſhould not have thought it 
Wonder, nor ſhould I have brought it to a Queſ- 
tion, how far he might, in other Reſpects, been 
5 uſefal among thoſe of his awn Way. But to 


y bring him to Scotland, and to inſtru him in the 


- Evil of thoſe Things, and he to hold them faſt 3 
and yet for ds. to embrace his — 


* * 8 


„„ 6 
is an Action, that cannot be juſtified by his wan; 


8 


ing the Means of knowing the Evil of E piſcopacy 4} 


and the Supremacy, "of 
But ſays the Apologiſt, Page 28. © that he ac. 
c knowleges no Head of the Church, but Jeſus, ang? } 


cc him only. Page 29. That he abhores every Prin. cy 


ce cjple inconſiſtent therewith. Page 30, That Mr. 
<< I//hitefield by no Means adheres tothe Supremacy 7 
y(C;ẽ ,  *.:. 
There is not a Papiſt, but will aſſert, that there 
is no Head of the Church, but Jeſus, and him on- 
ly; but this they think doth not exclude the“ 
Headſhip of the Pope, as Chriſt's Vicar on Earth, | 
fince they give not the Headſhip to the Pope as | 
to Chriſt, whom they will allow, to be fo the | 
Head of the Church, as none other, is the Head 
of it, in that Manner; and according as they un- 
derſtand the firſt Aſſertion, they will frankly ſay il 
with Mr. Vpiteſeld in the ſecond, that they ab- 
Hore every Principle inconſiſtent therewith, and 
the Church of England, at the fame Time, they 
own the King the Head of the Church ; they 
would be underſtood, as giving him no Power | 
inconſiſtent with the Headſhip of Chriſt ; as is to 
be ſeen in their 37. Article, Therefore to pre- 
vent all Ambiguity, Mr. V hitefield ſhould come 
in before ſome eccleſiaſtical Judicature, and in 
explicite Terms, renounce the Supreniacy, as 
maintained in the Church of England, 
What the Apologiſt ſays in Page 30, that Mr. 
Mpitefeld doth not adhere to the Supremacy in 
it's Conſequences, would need Explication; for 
one Effect of the Engliſh Supremacy is, the caſt- 
ing off the Supremacy of the Pope. There are 
who ſuſpect him of being a Romiſb Fed 


o 
* 
1 


C 93S } 


& The Apologiſt ſhould have guarded againſt all Ex- 
preſſions ſtrengthning the Suſpicion, if theſe be 
Mr. I bitefield's Words, it looks the worſe. 

ac. But admit he had cleanly renounced the Su- 
nd FE premacy, what hath he done as to his Epiſcopa- 
in. cy? I hope, he hath not renounced it, elſe 
the Author's Apologiy for hearing him, ſhould 


cy not have been, for hearing an Epiſcopal, but for 

2 proving, that he who once was a Prieſt of the 
re Church ot England, is now become a Preſbyteri- 
n- an; but*this he hath not ſaid, as well knowing 
he that it would have been a Falſehood ; which 1 
h, hope, he would not have willingly written. It is 
as true, he tells us, Page 11. that Mr, Whitefield 
ae hath declared from the Pulpit, 4 That our Preſ- 
id « byterian Church, (whatever were his former 


« Sentiments) is the beſt conſtituted national 
Church upon Earth. * Now, why doth he 
not renounce his Epiſcopacy, and join the beſt 
conſtituted national Church ? This gives but a 
very bad View of the Man, unleſs he look upon 
the Government of the Church as indifferent, 
which may be clearly ſhown to be his Opinion, 
not a very inviting Argument, to embrace his 
Miniftry, when our Aſſembly 1581. depoſed Mr, 
> [3 Qobert Montgomery for teaching ſuch Doctrine. 
7 The Apologiſt Page 11. denies not his Epiſ- 
copacy, but ſays, „that he appears among us, 
as à Preſbyterian, laying aſide all that belongs 
4 to Epiſcopacy. ” I wiſh he had told us what 
he means by Things belonging to Epiſcopacy, 
ſince it is Fact, he hath not renounced his Epiſ- 
copacy. The meer laying aſide his Epiſcopal 
Gown and Roſe, would be a poor Argument for 
me, to embrace his Miniſtry, If you ſay, he 
7 . hath 


hath laid afide his Engliſh Forms. The beſt Proll the 
of his Ditpoſition that Way, would be, if he were pre 
employed in an Engliþh Meeting-Houſe. I can It.! 
aſſure you, upon good Authority, that he read bliſ 
Prayers in a Preſbyterian Meeting-Houſe in 4. t 
merica, and many of his Hearers aſſure me, that 


his Prayers are Collects in the Prayer-Book, piec. 
ed and tackt together; and tho a worthy Miniſt. 
er, a great Admirer of his, writes in a Letter of laſt 
Year's Date, that he would not, upon his Retun 
have any Thing to do with the Church of Eng- 
land, I hope, he will not deny his practiſing there. 
with, as he did before, and leaſt he ſhould be ſuſ- 
pected upon his Coming to Scotland, and commu- 
nicating in any Congregation there, his adopted 
Extract annexed to the Letter ſent to the Socie- 
ties, printed at Edinlurgb, upon his laſt Coming 
there, ſhews his Reſolution, among the many 7 
Diviſions of Chriſtians, to live in Communion © 
with the Church of England, P. 29. may make it 
ear, that he is for every Church as it comes, 
and the Revd. Mr. Glaß of Dundee, hath ſhown 
how far he is miſtaken in his Doctrine of Catholick | 
Charity, from Rom. xiv. 17, That his Catholick 
Charity, is the antinomian Charity. : 


— 


7 8 


But ſays the Apologiſt, It Mr. I7hitefield | 
£ juſtified his Epiſcopacy, by teaching us Ar- 
guments in Favours of it, he would have few | 
“% Hearers. This is but a poor Apology, for tt 
embracing his Miniſtry, ſince he teaches an In- 
difterency, about any Form of Church Govern- 
ment, as if our contendings about it, were no 
more, than as a contending about Meats and 
Drinks. This is both wrong Doctrine in it ſelf, 
and at this Day unſeaſonable, tending to introd New 
Ell | {ne 


8 | ( 41 ) | 
00 4.5 the Eraſtian Epiſcopacy, and to eſtabliſh that Su- 
ee premacy, which he pretends to give up with. 
Ik I did not believe the Lord Jeſus to have eſta- 
bliſnhed a certain Government in his Houſe, di- 
tint from that of the Magiſtrate, I behooved 
either to derive all eccleſiaſtical Power from the + 
c. Magiſtrate, or ſetting up any Form by pretended 
6. eccleſiaſtical Authority, I ſhould maintain an In- 
aſt perium in Imperio. How far I am doing Juſtice 
rn to Mr. Whitefield, J refer to his Letter to the So- 
cieties; and to pretend any Apology ſrom what 
e. may be his Meaning in that Letter, I refer you 
to his laſt American Journal, in his Conference 
u. with Dr. Cutler, where he aſſerts, ſpeaking of 
ed Church Government, <* that our Lord Jeſus ne- 
ever required of his Diſciples, that they ſhould 
no de one in that, yea it never was his Intent.“ 
Ils not this to ſubvert, and diſgrace, the Government 
n Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in his Church? Is it not 
it to deny him the Honour, and Glory of a ruling 
ez, governing Head to the viſible Church? Is it not 
to introduce Anarchy, and Confuſion into the 
chriſtian Church ? Or if there muſt needs be Or- 
der in it; Is it not to give up all into the 
= Hands of King or Pope? If the Apologiſt hath 
forgotten his preaching ſuch Doctrine, he may be 
aſſured that he hath printed it. | 
Now, ſuppoſing me to allow the Apologiſt's 
Account of the Practice of Preſbyterians, in hearing 
the Curates in the different Periods, referred to, 
to be rightly laid, it ſays nothing at all for invit- 
ing Mr. F/hitefield to Scotland, the hearing, and 
employing him; becauſe ſome People in difficult 
Circumſtances in the firſt Epiſcopal Period, heard 
them, . eſpecially, when, as the Apologiſt - 8 
N | 235 age 
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Page 24. the Miniters who remonſtrated a. k | 
<« gainſt Prelacy, were baniſhed, others confined, | 


“ and the reſt ſubmitted. ” Doth it follow that 4 
ſuch People, would have called in an £Englij q co 
Curate, to diſpenſe Ordinances among them ; 7 9 
when they had their own Preſbyterian Paſtors to ll & 
Hear? Or to bring the Caſe yet nearer, tho” ſuch þ 11 W 
of their Miniſters, and People who were devoted cu 
to Epiſcopacy, had called in ſuch an one, would cc 
they have run after him, when they were in no 3 th 
want of Paſtors of their own Principle? Except w 
the Apologiſt had alleged and proven this, he ir 
hath ſaid nothing to the purpoſe in Hand, from 0 

any of the Epiſcopal Periods. BY 

If he had faid any Thing to the Purpoſe, he C 
ſhould have condeſcended on ſome Period of Pre- 
byteries Eſtabliſhment in Scotland; and ſhown us, | fi 
that then, they practiſed the Hearing, or made no a 
Scruple to hear the Epiſcopalians, and if he had p 
proven any ſuch Thing, ſince the Revolution, 
excepting this Inſtance as to Mr. Jhitefield, he f 
had aid ſomething for preſbyterian Practice, tho, Ve 
pardon me, if I ſay, not for juſtifying that Pracſ- t 
Tice. But he is ſo far {rom being able to prove | 1 
any ſuch allowed Practice, that I offer me to | 1 
prove the contrary, from the Inſtructions given 
do the Commitee for planting the North, Ann | | 
3694. by. which, „The Brethren are enjoined to | : 


<< be. aware of practifing, and entertaining pro- 
< miſcuous, miniſterial Communion, with ſuch 
of the Incumbents, or others, of the Epiſcopal 
«* Party; who are not taken into., Communion, 
< anda ſhare of the Government, by the Judi- 
<« catures of this Church; and likewiſe of em- 

< Bloying * Probationers, who are not 3 


— 
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4 and approven by the faid Judicatures. And it 


d, is not paſt Remembrance, a Proceſs againſt a 
at WE preſbyterian Minifter, for going to hear an Epiſ- 
5 cCopal Incumbent, in whoſe Pariſh he lodged on 
1; EZ Saturday's Night; at ſome conſiderable Diſtance 
to from his own Pariſh Church. The Apologiſt 


will remember, that ſuch of the Epiſcopal In- 
cumbents, as had taken the Allegiance, were ac- 
= countable to the Judicatures of the Church, for 
no their Orthodoxy, Diligence, and Morality ; 
pt which Mr. Mhiteßeld in his Vague and wander- 
he ing State, is not; yet this did not warrand thoſe 
of the prefbyterian Perſuaſion, to hear them; far 
leſs, that preſbyterian Miniſters ſhould join in 
ne Communion with them. 
dw Since the Apologiſt will not allow Mr. pite- 
1s, feld's Epiſcopacy, or Supremacy, to be a Reaſon 


no # againſt hearing him; as little ſhould their Epiſco- 
ad BE pacy, and Supremacy, have been a Reaſon againſt 
n, Hearing them; ſince, now the Supremacy, by a 
ne WY ſpecial Act of Parliament, was repealed ;; as were 
3 q all the Acts whereby it was made Criminal, not 
c- i ©0 hear Epiſcopal Miniſters ; and inaſmuch as 
ve theſe Epiſcopal Incumbents, took the Allegiance 
toto the King, who had aboliſhed the Supremacy, 
n they were like to plead as little for it, as Mr. 
10 Whitefield, yet tho* all thefe Things ſtood thus, 
to FF and the Epiſcopal Incumbents did not practiſe the 


J- N Engliſb Forms, as Mr. Mpbitefield doth, where- 
ch ever they are acceptable, and ſundry of them 


al preached ſound Doctrine, and were regular in 
1, their Lives, yet neither preſbyterian Miniſters nor 
i- People held Communion with them, - | 
-I the Apologiſt would conſult the Author to 


5 the Readers of Rutherfoord's Letters, lit vane 
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(44 ) Y 
find, that the Worthies who lived in the firſt E. 
piſcopal Period, in the Opinion of that Author, 
who was a noted Sufferer in the laſt Epiſcopal | 
Period, ſtood their Ground; and kept their Dif. MT ; 
tance better than he thought thoſe in the lat 
Period did. I refer you to the Place, yet cannot 
ommit tranſcribing ſome of his Words, anſwering « 
the Queſtion, why the Sufferers in the firſt Period, 64 
were ſo much countenanced beyond thoſe of the 
ſecond ? He ſays, They gave to God as Kings, ©. 
their Teſtimonies againſt the Corruption of, 
ce their Times, whether in King, Parliament, or 
& Church: men, had ſo much of freedom, grave, 
% and becoming boldneſs in them, ſo much of 
& holy Zeal, even for the leaſt concerns of 
« Chriſt's Kingdom, upon which we are loath to 
< ſtate our Sufferings, &c. and he upon the other 
„ Hand c. declared, that he thought nothing 
„ too great to give them, &c, It was not the | 
% main Queſtion of theſe Men in a ſuffering 
Time, how much they might let go, and yet 
& keep the Subſtantials of Religion, c. But 
as I faid, I muſt refer to the Place it ſelf, which 
will ſhew, that the ſuffering Author of that E- 
piſtle, takes to his own Time, the blame of how 
far we might go, and not Sin; and takes of 
the Imputation of ſuch cowardly Arguings, 
ſrom the Worthies in the firſt Period, who 
ſuffered, even when it could not be denied; but 
the Subſtantials of Religion, in the Senſe of our 
Day, were retained, if they had been ſuch Con- 
formiſts, as the Apologiſt would have them to 
have been; we had neither heard of their Suffer- 
ings, nor of ſuch Encomiums upon them. 
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= But now fays our Apologiſt, © the keeping 

"Wl cc Communion with Mr. Whitefield in the Ordi- 
ec nances of the - Goſpel, ſtands juſtified by the 


Before I conſider theſe, I may obſerve, that 
ſince he hath betaken himſelf to the Epiſcopal 
Camp, he might have been doing with the Wea⸗ 


pons, with which they Fight, for their Ceremo- 
2X nies, viz, That they are not forbidden, tho? ſuch 
an Argument would not have concluded for him 


. more than for them; it would have at leaſt been 
madeſter, than to have ſaid, That their Com- 
„ munion with a Prieſt of the Church of Eng- 


and, ſtands juſtified either by the Maſiminſter 
'=X © Confeſſion, or Solemn Leagne. * . 


IF n of the Apologiſt, ſo far as he con- 
=X futes an anonimous Author, in his exceptions, a- 
gainſt the Solemn League and Covenant, and its 


binding Obligation upon Poſterity, which he 
= aflerts, Page 32. 33. from it's having nothing ſin- 
ful in it, and its being a ſupperadded Ty, to 
what is Morally binding, promifing to have no 
thing to do with it, when his anonimous Author, 
2 ſhews any particular Thing in the Covenant, to 
be finful ; but he ſurpriſes me, when he fays, 
Page 3o. that we could not Swear that Oath, 


= © of the Solemn League, in ſeveral Reſpects. 
which I think may be very lawfully and dutifull 
done, if it hath no particular Thing in it, that is 
ſinfulIl. 5 1 
As for the Word extirpate, in the Covenant, I 
am well enough content, to underſtand it no o- 
therwiſe, than in a lawful Way to endeavour in 
my Place and Calling, the Extirpation of * 
for 


Le Wefminſter Confeſhon of Faith, and Solemn 
League and Covenant. 


C:a8 3 
for I ſhould have lived to an hundred Years, be- 
fore I thought, that it meant an offering of Vis: 
lence to the Perſons of Prelates, nor can I ſee, 
that tho' that Oath were to be Sworn at this“ 
Day, the Word extirpate, behooved to be altered, 
becauſe, as the Apologiſt alleges in Page 32. It 
« would not now imply the Senſe in which it 
„ was in the Days of the Covenant, conceived; ” | 
. Now I wiſh the Apologiſt had told us, what 
Part of the Solemn League and Covenant, which 
binds us to mantain the preſbyterian Church Go- 
vernment, and to the Abolition of Epiſcopacy ; 
doth juſtify Preſbyterians, at a Time, when an 
er about the Government of the 
Church, ſo much. prevails, to call in a Prieſt of 
the Church of England, who ſuiting himſelf to 
the humour of the Day, goes about mantaining an 
Indifferency about the Government of the 
Church, but yet among the many diviſions of 
Chriſtians, according to his adopted Extract, 
chooſes, to live and dy in outward Communion 
with the Church of England. Hath this any | 
tendency in leſs or more, to extirpate Prelacy in | 
any Senſe of the Word, or to mantain Preſby- | 
tery ? Doth not this Practice run Croſs to the 
very Words of the Solemn League and:Covenant, Þ 
vi. That we ſhall not ſuffer our ſelves direct- 
« ly or indirectly, to be divided or withdrawn Þ 
« from this bleſſed Union and Conjunction, 
„ whether to make Defection to the contrary 
Part, or to give our ſelves to a deteſtable In- 
« difterency or Neutrality in this Cauſe, &c. ” 

There cannot be any Thing more oppoſite to 
the common Senſe, and meaning of Words, than 
to ſay, That the keeping Communion ny 

« Mr, 


* & rw Wy $9) 


preaching the Goſpel, his vain glorious Afſertions 


Ci ) 


„ Mr. 7/h3:fe1d in the Ordinances of the Goſpel; | 


ce ſtands juſtified by the Solemn League and Co- 
« yenant 3 notwithſtanding of his Epiſcopacy 


„ and Supremacy. * As little doth ſuch a Prac- 


tice, ſtand juſtified by the Covenanters their car- 
riage towards thoſe, who entred not into this So- 
lemn Bond, and I ſhould think, they were the 
Perſons who underſtood the: meaning of the Co- 
venant, tho? truly we need not be beholden to 


them for any Glaſs upon it, ſince it cannot ap- 


ply to the Apologiſt's Words, till Eaſt be under- 
ſtood to be Weſt, and North to be South. f 
I am aware the Apologiſt will be ready to 
fay, that the Covenanters behooved to underſtand 
the ſolemn League as juſtifying the holding Com- 
munion with Epiſcopalians, and hearing them, 
notwithſtanding of their Epiſcopacy and Supre- 


W macy, becauſe, this is juſtified by that Article of 


the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, concerning 
the Communion of Saints, vir. that Saints by 
“ Profeſſion, are bound to maintain an holy Fel- 
« lowſhip and Communion in the Worſhip of 
% God, and in performing ſuch other ſpiritual 


Services, as tend to their mutual Edification, 


“% Cc. which Communion, as God offereth Op- 
“ portunities, is to be extended, to all thoſe, who 
“jn every Place, call on the Name of the Lord 
„„ 3 

Altho' the Words of our excellent Confeſſion, 
were more to the Apo logiſt's Purpoſe, 7 than they 


are; he would need a greater Evidence of Mr. 


Whitefield's Saintſhip, than I have yet heard of, 
he hath not the common Atteſtations requiſite for 
one, whom we commonly hear or employ in 


CON= 
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concerning himſelf in his Journals and weekly 
Hiſtories,” do not illuminate his IP; but 
render it very exceptionable. 

But, paſſing this at preſent, and to proceed to | 
the Quotation from the Weſiminſter Confeſſion, 
we commonly ſay, that an Argument, that proves 
too much, proves nothing; and that ſo is the 
Caſe, in the Uſe the Apologiſt' makes of that 
Article of our Confeſſion, will appear. 

If that Article be underſtood without Exce 
tion, it proves too much, or as explained by the Þ 
Apologiſt, Page 35. that as ſoon as we are ſatiſ. 
„filed concerning the Reality of a Perſon's Chris 
te tianity, tho' we ſhould differ from him, in ſome 
86e“ Points, if theſe! Points are conſiſtent with the 
8 Reality of his Chriſtianity, we are bound to 
* keep Communion with him in Worſhip. ” 
The Apologiſt will not ſay, that the Church of 
England's Worſhip is inconſiſtent with the Rea- 
lity of Chriſtianity ; now if I underſtand the Ar- 
ticle in the Confeſſion, without any Limitation; 


2 


1 muſt hold Communion with Saints of the th 
Church of England, as T have Occaſion, in theit | 1 
Worſhip. The Apologiſt is aware of this, and] C 
therefore he adds, Page 35. that we cannot 
«© ſubmit to any Idolatry in our Worſhip, or any ſu 
e Other ſinful Term of this Communion. But m 
I aſk, if a Worſhip may not be Corrupt, tho not Ir 

| properly Idolatrous? May not this © corrupt e 
orſhip be practiſed by a Saint, tho” not impoſed Þ ed 
as a Term'of Communion ? Am I to join with 8 
a Saint in his corrupt Worſhip, tho“ not impoſing Hi 
it on me as a Term of Communion '? _ 6. 
The Apologiſt ſays,” Page 35, That a rea a 


- © Chriſtian laying ande, whatever we except FR 
gainf 


ainſt. v | | 
+ — bound by the Confe ſſion and Covenant, 


eee eee. ve are 


& to hold Communion with ſuch in the Wor- 


„ ſhip of God. 


It is to be obſerved, how cautious the A polo- 
giſt is, not to call the Worſhip of the Church of 


Ergland corrupt, but to wrap up his Exceptions 


on the Head of Worſhip, in that of Idolatry, and 


ſinful Terms of Communion, or in the General, 


of any thing unlawfull in their Worſhip, I wiſh 
he had told us in expreſs Terms, if it be lawfull to 
join in the Worſhip of the Church of England, 


that he come not afterwards with a back Stroke 
| upon us, telling us, that ſuch a Practice is juſti= 


hed by the //e/tminſier Confeſſion, Solemn Lea» , 
gue and Covenant. | 
If he allow the Worſhip of the Church of Eng- 


and to be corrupt, and the mantaining of that 


corrupt Worſhip, to be Scandalous, and offenſive, 
ought I to join in Communion with that pro- 
fefled Saint, who mantains that corrupt Worſhip, 
tho* occaſionally he joins with me in my Wayof Wor- 
ſhip ? If the Diſcipline of Chriſt's Houſe had free 
Courſe as it ought, is not a Practiſer and Defender of 
a corrupt Worſhip, an Object of eccleſiaſtick Cen- 
ſure ? Can he then be admitted to Chriſtian Com- 
munion, even let him be a Saint, till he be recovered 
from his corrupt Principles, as to Worſhip ? What= 
ever the Apologiſt may think, I am well warrant- 
ed from the Word of God, not to hold Church 
Communion with ſuch an. One, nor to admit 
him to Church Communion with me, 2 Th. 3. 
6. Me are to withdraw from the Brother that walks 


diſorderly, and not according to the Traditiqns re- 


ceived from the n, Mr, Whitefield's confor m- 
| 3 


( 30 p 8 t 
ing with the Church bf Scotland, when here 
and with the Church of England when there ; 
doth heighten, and not leſſen the Offence ; for he 
cannot join in Worſhip with us, without con- 
demning the Worſhip and Government of the 
Church of England, which we pray down, but to 
do this, and then practiſe after the Church of 
England Way, yea further, as he doth in his Ser- 
mon on Juſtification, to look upon it, as a Miſ. 
fortune to differ from the Church of England, and 
upon the Matter, excommunicate ſuch, as upon Þ 
a Conviction, ſcruple Fellowſhip with them, in 
their corrupt Worſhip ; diſcovers ſuch a Time ſerv- 
ing, and Man pleaſing Humour, as is ſo very in- 
confiſtent, the one with the other, that what - 
ever be the Apologiſt's Opinion of his Saintſhip, 
he cannot according to our Principles, purge him 
of Scandal, and therefore not to be held Com- 
munion with, a Saint may be juſtly excommuni- 
cated, a Miniſter, whoſe Saintſhip we may not | 
deny, may be juſtly depoſed, and excommuni- | 
cated 3 in which Situation, we are not to hold | 
Communion with him in Worſhip, but if the“ 
Argument from the Neſiminſter Confeſſion be un- 
derſtood of Saints, without Exception or Limita- | 
tion, I ought to hold Communion with hin. 
I cannot tell, if Mr. Vpitefeld be excommuni- 
cated by his own Church of England by any ſorm- 
al Proceſs or not; but I am certain, he is under] 
that Sentence, according to their ph facto Ex- 
communications, if he hath honeſtly renounced Þ3 
the Supremacy, not that I am juſtifying thoſe 10% 
facto Excommunications, but they may be juſty Þ 
pleaded againſt him, who at Fetter-Lane Society Þ 
declared againſt them at Oxford, who were ſcrup- 
ling the Habits and Ceremonies, | It 
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If a holy Man of a Miniſter, ſhould hold ſome 


e; dangerous Error, own and maintain it, tho' when 


he is on the North-fide of Tweed, he doth not 
preach it, but holds forth on it on the South- ſide 


: F of Tweed. Should I hold Communion with ſuch 
to an One? Or ſhould ſuch an One be invited to 


Scotland, to cure us of narrow Ways of thinking 2 


If I am not to do it upon the Account of Doc- 
i. trine, as little am I to do it on the Account df 


Worſhip. Tho' Mr. J/bitefield do not practiſe 
their corrupt Worſhip in Scotland, is he not an 
Offender when he practiſes and mantains it in 
England? Doth he hold the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
who adheres to the Epiſcopal Hierarchy, or who 


pireaches an Indifferency, about the Government 


ol Chriſt's Houſe ? Now let him be a Saint, if I 
am to run after the Miniſtry of ſuch a Man, tho” 


m- for now or then, he finds it expedient to act 
i. other wiſe, let the Apologiſt fay, that this is the 


meaning of the Veſiminſtier Confeſſion, and we 
will know what to anſwer, but till he ſay that 
this is the Meaning of the Weſiminſter Confeſſion, 
he hath ſaid nothing from it, to juſtify the Hear- 
ing of Mr, Whitefield. 5 


* 


What I have faid, for underſtanding the Article 


in the Confeſſion, with a neceſſary Limitation, 


is juſtified by the Apologiſt himſelf, when applied 
to defend the Hearing of Mr. J/hitefield, Page 39. 

But in the Caſe of a Perſon guilty of Immo- 
© ralities, or otherwiſe ſinning wilfully againſt 
„his Light, we are bound by the Texts above- 
cited to withdraw from ſuch, that he may be 
©* aſhamed ; and if he perfiſts in ſuch wilful Sin- 
* ing, he becomes the Object of Church Cenſure, 
« even to Excommunication. | 

ET E 2 7 Ii 


_ — 


1 
If IT have failed in commenting upon | 
the Confeſſion, I thank the Apologiſt for help. 
ing me at a dead Lift. Now let me aſk him 
doth not Mr. Whitefield fin againſt Light, 
and perſiſt wilfully in this Sin, and fo becomes an 
Object of Cenſure, when he hath Page 11. openly '* 
declared his Belief, that our preſbyterian Church 
(whatever were his former Sentiments,) is the 
beſt: Conſtitute national Church on Earth, and 
yet at the ſame Time holds faſt his Epiſcopacy, 
and chooſes to live and dy in the Communion of 
the Church of England, as may be ſeen in his a. 3 
dopted Extract; and this is not only his own 
Purpoſe, but it is his Endeavour, that none of his Z 
praying Societies ſeparate from the Church of |? 
England, as is to be ſeen in Page, 6. 10. of his 
Letter to them. If ever ſuch Defigns ſhould be 
ſet on Foot, I earneſtly pray God, the Abettos 
«© of them may be detected, and all their Schemes, 
<< tho' never ſo plauſibly corrected, fall to the 
„Ground. „ ; 
The Apologiſt to ſtrengthen his Argument, 
. fays, Page 37. 38. 39. ©* that how ſoon we are 
<« ſatisfied of the Reality of each other's Chriſtia- Þ 
4c nity, we ought to hold Communion in the Wor- 
4 ſhip of God together, fo far as we are agreed; 
ec and wherein we differ in Points not inconſiſtent Þ* 
c with Chriſtianity, we are within the Caſe of 
% that Text, Phil. iii. 15. 16. Let us there-Þ 
ſere, as many as be perfect, be thus minded, and ij 
in any Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God fhall reveal 
even this unto you. Nevertheleſs, whereto wt 
have already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, 
Jet us mind the ſame Thing, 1 ; 
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= The Apologiſt will remember, that the Com- 
munion we are upon, is the Communion that 
bis between Paſtor and People, he preaching, and 
they hearing; If then I muſt hold this Commu- 
nion with him in all Things wherein we are a- 
an greed; how ſoon I am ſatisfied of his Chriſtianity, 
nly "IF our Sufferers in the laſt Epiſcopal Period, ſhould 
rch have heard ſuch of the Epiſcopal Clergy, as the 
the Apologiſt allows. Page 3. to have been good 
ang Men, and to have preached Calviniſtical - Doc- 
CY, trine; for as I have noticed before, they had ne- 
of BY ver heard of the Act of Parliament 1663. if they 
had not ſcrupled to hear them, and to concur 
NY $ with them. According to this Doctrine, if the 
23 Apologiſt were in England, if he have any Excep- 


5 tion againſt the Engliſb Forms, he would not go 
5 to Church, till theſe were expede, but then forth- 
be with to Church, to hear the Sermon; I ſhould 
not think this edifying, nor agreeable to Goſpel 
0 Order; to hear where I could not join in Prayer. 


Yea, were he in France, I believe he would not 
join in the Popiſh Worſhip, but according to 
his Principles, he behooved to go and hear ſuch 
a Man as Father Queſnel, or a Fanſeni/t Prieſt 
who might entertain him with a good orthodox 
Sermon, DE | 

If he fay, the Caſes are not paralel to our hear- 
ing Mr. Whitefield, when we hear him, we can 
join with him, both in Prayer and Preaching. 
This hath been already noticed, only let me add, 
by aſking the Apologiſt two Queſtions ; were he 
in England, and faw Mr. Whitefield in his Sur- 
plice, reading Prayers in his Deſk, would he join 

with him either in the Prayers, or ſtaying out, till 
bebe be diyeſted of his Death-like Robe, ſuitable 4 

| | no ug 


2 


* + > 


— 22 — — 8 


Wanne 


confident, they would very frankly accommodate 


Meaſures. | 
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duced by the Apologiſt, and others, whoſe Pro- I 


C 54 ) 


nough for ſuch dead Prayers, would he afterwar4 


in, and hear his Sermon? Or were a Fanſznif i 2 
rieſt in Scotland, praying, and preaching, with. 77 
out his Popiſh Forms; would he go and hea pl, 
him? I hope, he will not deny but ſome fuch | in 
may be real Chriſtians, at leaſt proteſtant Divine, ve 
after due Cautions laid down, will allow this. II 
he fay, he would not, he breaks his own Rule Se 


of holding Communion in Worſhip with every g 


real Chriſtian, ſo far as we are agreed. I knon fo 
ſome of Mr. Whitefield's blind Followers have ſaid, tt 
that they would go and hear a Popiſh Prieſt, if he 5. 


would preach like him; yet after all that the A. t 
pologiſt hath ſaid in his miſtaken Principle, T wil! t! 
not believe, that he would be a Hearer of a Popim a 


Prieſt ; even tho” he preached like Mr. Mpiteflell. h 
If he, and ſome of my old Acquaintances, would 1 
aſſure the Society de propaganda fide, of this, I am / 


them with ſuch Miſſionaries, to reclaim them 
from their narrow Ways of thinking, or I ſhould 

rather have ſaid, to confirm them in their late | 
taken up latitudinarian Principles. "Theſe defign- Þ* 
ing Men could make a good Harveft by tuch | 


2 


Now, I come to ſpeak to Phil. iii. 15. 16. ad- 1 


Vince it is to expound the Scripture, (I ſuppoſe Þ 
the Apologiſt bears not that Character,) to prove | 
this now ſo much prevailing Principle, of holding 
outward. Church Communion with all that fear 
God, in all Things wherein they are agreed ; but 
what Branch of this Scripture proves that Prin- 
ciple; I am at the greateſt Loſs to find out, it 
cannot be, as many as be perfect, be thus minded; 

| nor 


i 


a 
Hl 


. 
nor can it be, whereto we have already attained, 
let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame 
Thing, this will ſpeak againſt the beloved Princi- 
ple. The Argument muſt be in the Words, /f 
in any Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall re- 
veal even this unto ou. | | 

The Patrons of Toleration ſwagger with this 
Scripture, as if it did bear them out, in their Ar- 
gument ; but it is new to me, to hear it pleaded 


q | for defending of ſuch a looſe Principle, as that of 


the Apologiſt, and other Followers of Mr. Mpite- 


Felt. Theſe two Verſes muſt be underſtood as 


they ſtand in Connection with the former Part of 
the Chapter, in which, the Apologiſt diſclaims 
all glorying in the Fewi/h Religion, and expreſſes 


| | his Confidence in Chriſt Jeſus, Counting all but 


Loſs, and Dung for him; and preſſes towards the 
Mark, as not having yet attained, then he. exhorts 
them that are perfect, that are rightly inſtructed, 


to ſhew themſelves thus minded, and having at- 


tained to the ſame Knowlege with him, to walk 
by the ſame Rule, and to mind the ſame Thing; 
if in any Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, that is, 
entertain any Principle different from this, God 
ſhall reveal this to you; he will juſtify my Doc- 


trine by convincing you of its Truth. If the 


Apoſtle meant that we ſhould hold a promiſcu- 
ous Communion with them that were otherwiſe 
minded, he ſhould prove our holding Communi- 
on with them, that betake themſelves to another 
Ground of Hope, than the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
It is not to be ſaid, that the Apoſtle means a 
Differing about other Things, but agreeing in this 
necellary Doctrine; for I think it obvious to any 
unbiaſſed Obſeryer, that the Difference he ſpeaks 


of, 


_ 2 SEE hs 12 — + 
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of, is a Difference about the Doctrine he had 


been upon; If in any Thing ye be otherwiſe mind. ho 
4 ed, if ye think otherwiſe, or different from this, - 
= Cod ſhall reveal even this unto you; if the Dif. 


ference had been about any other Thing, the |" 
Words had been, God will reveal even that 


unto' you, and not this unto you; for the 5 
Word this, confines his meaning to the © 
Doctrine in Hand; fo that it is a Gloſſing away 5 
the Apoſtles Words, to ſay, that he pleads for | 


promiſcuous Communion with all that in any BY 6 
Thing differ from us, providing they be right as 
to Chriſt our Righteouſneſs, there is no ſuch 1 
thing in the Text, for the Words, God ſball reveal R 
this unto you, do not at all imply this; altho' the 
Things of Difference, were other Matters than 

the Doctrine he had written of; and tho' the i 
Difference ſhould be meant of other Things, I BF x 
think we are forbidden to walk with ſuch, when | 6 
he ſays, whereunta we have already attained let us 
walk by the-ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame Thing ; I 


it cannot be, let every one follow his Opinion, I 
and let every one hold Communion together, un- 5 
der all our diverſity of Opinions, not inconſiſtent A 


with the holding Chriſt as our Righteouſneſs, be- 
cauſe of what follows, Ver. 37. Brethren be fal- f 
lowers together of me, and mark them which walk : 
fo, as ye have us for an Enſample. And as I have t 
faid before, what proves too much proves nothing, 
if we take the Apologiſt, and his Adherents, their | |, 
Gloſs on this Scripture. ; we are warranted to hold 
Fellowſhip with Mr. 7/bitefield, or any Eng/i/b | 
Prieſt, in their corrupt, and formal Worſhip ; 
for fince I do not, I hope the Apologiſt will not 
fay, that their Worſhip is inconſiſtent wah — 
| as * b olding 


* f holding Chriſt our Righteouſneſs, or with their 


having the Truth and reality of Chriſtianity, 
Thus I have conſidered their Scripture Argu- 
ment, in what I think is the proper meaning of it, 
Fand in that, as contrary to the A pologiſt; or even 
X ſuppoſing his own Gloſs, it drives him into a 


C- 39+ 3 


Practice, he hath not yet undertaken to juſtify, 


q namely, the joining in the corrupt, and formal 
X Worſhip, of the Church of England; becauſe 


many who practiſe that Worſhip, are real 


= Chriſtians, | 


Before I have done with his Argument from 


the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, let me put him in 


Remembrance of a Clauſe in his quoted Article, 
reſtricting the Senſe and meaning, of how far I am 
to hold Fellowſhip with all profeſſed Saints, in 
the Worſhip of God, viz. gas tends to mutual 


& Edification, ” that is, if it be not to mutual Edi- 


fication, to hold Communion in Worſhip, with 
all profeſſed Saints; I am not to hold it. Now 


let us try what uſe may be made of the Article fo 


limited, in Reference to the Subject in Hand; 
if my holding outward Church Communion with 
any Miniſter, a profeſſed Saint, holding Error, 
or Errors, puts me in Hazard of being led inſen- 
fibly in to a Liking to his Error, or Errors, or if 
my holding ſuch Communion with him, doth 
tend to flatter, or harden” him in his Error, or 
Errors ; can it be pretended, that ſuch Commu- 
nion is for mutual Edification ? I think, I may 
boldly fay, it is not. The Apologiſt allows E- 
piſcopacy to be an Error, he cannot deny Mr. 
Mpiteſield's holding this Error; and Page 8. 
he tells us “ that the Curates who were found 
n their Doctrine, and regular in their Lives, 

| e 


C3 I 
£7. reconciled their Pariſhes, to hear them, and H onc 
“ Time brought chem to a Liking to Epiſcopaej | 
« itſelf. ” Apply this to the Apologiſt, and o. 
ther Hearers of Mr. J/hitefield, his alleged Sound. the 
neſs, and Saintſhip, hath reconciled them to heat 
him; and how far they are on the Road of being 

reconciled to Epiſcopacy it ſelf, I refer to the A- 
pologiſt's Plex ; that Mr. 7/h:itefeld's Epilcopacy 
and Supremacy, are not Reaſons againſt hearing | 
him; and with Reſpect to Mr, Mhiteſteld, doth it 
not tend to harden him, in his Epiſcopal Error] 
that he is fo careſſed, and countenanced by pro- 
felled Preſbyterians ? Upon the whole then, 
where is the mutual Edification in Hearing, and Þ 
countenancing him, who thereby is encouraged to 
hold an Error, and the Hearers, are in ſuch Þ 
Hazard of being led into the Error, when they 


Church, was a Part of the Apoſtles Doctrine, which | 
I hope, the Apologiſt will not deny, if he ſhould, Þ 
he would but expoſe . himſelf, then the outward | 
Church Communion mentioned in the Article 
of our Confeſſion, is ſuch an outward Communi- 
on, as conſiſts with an Abiding in the Apoſtles 
Doctrine, and thus I argue, as for other Reaſons, 
fo for this, that our /Ye/tminfler Divines have an- 
nexed that Scripture, Ach. ii. 42. for proving 
and explaining their Doctrine, laid down in the 
quoted Article; And they continued ftedfaſtly 
in the Apoſiles. Doctrine, and Fellowſhip, Admit 
M once 


are already become ſo Indifferent about it? And t 
if mutual Edification cannot be reached by the n 
Practice, where is the Force of the Argument, t 
taken from the Article of the VMeſiminſter Con- 
feſſion of Faith? | | : | 
Furthermore, if the ordering and governing of the 


once the Order, and Government of Chriſt's Houſe, 
co be laid down in the new Teſtament ; it behooved 
to be a Part of the Apoſtles Doctrine, which being, 
they could not be ſaid, to continue in the Apoſtles 
bea Doctrine, who would have declared themſelves re- 
eing f ſolved to live and dy in ſuch a Communion, and 
A- Society as held another Order, and Government. 
ae L allow, that all have not the ſame Knowledge, 
ring and Diſcerning, and I ſhall as readily, as any Man 
1 it grant, that it is not every Difference that is to 
rot disjoin Church Members; but among the many 
ro- Debates of this Day, about outward Church 
en, | Communion and Separation; I think humbly, . 
and that it might be of great Uſe to clear and ſhorten 4 
to the Debate; to obſerve this Rule. That ſince | 
uch! here, we are in an imperfect State, and know but 
hey in Part, it is not every Difference of thinking, 
ind that ought to interrupt outward Church Com- 
the! munion, elſe, I am afraid, there ſhould be none in 
nt, the imperfect State; but for holding this Come 
on- munion, there muſt be Principles of Union, 
therefore whoſoever violates all, or one, or other, 
the of the Principles of Union, and continues to de- 
ich fend ſuch a deed, or deeds, he is the Separatiſt, 
1d, It departing from the Center of Union, Truth; 
ard and from him, we ought to withdraw, he con- 
cle tinueth not in the Apoſtles Doctrine. Now if 
ni- the Apologiſt will allow, the Government of 
les Chriſt's Houſe, to be Preſbyterian ; and this to be 
1s, a Part of the Apoſtles Doctrine, and this Go- 
n- vernment, and Diſcipline, o be one of the Marks 
ng of the true Church ; as is mantained by Proteſtant 
he Conſeſſioniſts and Divines ; if he will allow, the 
2 Holding the Government of Chriſt's Houſe to be 
nit a Bond of Union in a viſible Church * | 
350 co then, 


"ng 
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then, the Miniſter who holds, approves, and main. 


are not yet aware of, 


( 6 ) 


tains another Government, as Mr. Mpitsfel 
doth, he tranſgreſſerh upon this Bond of Union, 
and ought to be withdrawn from. I wiſh the 
worthy Miniſters of the aſſociate Preſbytery, 
(whom, ſo far as Iam acquainted with them, l 
own for the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, witneſſing ed 
for his Cauſe,) would ſtate the Matter thus, ier 
would prevent their running into ſome Extremes, 
which I am grieved for, and which in the Iſſue 
I am afraid, ſhall produce Inconveniencies, they 


This may ballance what the Apologiſt writes, tim 
Page 39, of being of one Opinion in all Thing, | 
while in an imperfect State, and I think it need. ] 
ful, for him, and me, in ſuch a Reeling, and 
miſtaking Time, to Caution ſtrongly, and not to 
lay down looſe, and general Aﬀertions, which 
way be interpreted, beyond his, or my Intention, 

rom what hath been offered, I think the A-. 


pologiſt extends his outward Church Communi- Mt : 


on, beyond what hath, that I know of, been yet Mare 
his own Practice, or would be his Practice, were 
Occaſions offering; when he extends it, to all Mg; 
who hold no Principles © inconſiſtent with. 
the reality of being a Chriſtian, It is 
true, Page 39. he limits this Principle by 

Differences in leſſer Matters; but what are his ar 
lefler Matters, and how far his outward Church. M5 
Communion extends, he ſhews us Page 36, Se- M 
* parating other Crimes, we find Supremacy WR 
and Epiſcopacy, no ſufficient Ground, to re- th 


* fuſe a Man's Miniſtry, otherwiſe unexceptio- I 


« nable. This he alleges to have been the le 


Practice, in the firſt Epiſcopal Period, which fe 


hath 


_— 


oy 

ath already been largely noticed ; but as hath 
deen obſerved, this was not till now, in the Caſe 
of Mc. 1/hitefield, the Practice ſince the Revolu- 
jon; ſince which Time, there was no ſubſiſting 
Reaſon, for refuſing the Miniſtry of Severals, but 
heir Epiſcopacy, for the Supremacy was abroga- 
ed, and the Epiſcopalians then in Churches, had 
eyer perſonally ſworn the Covenants. I am 
orry the Apologiſt hath been at ſo much Pains, 
to reduce us, to a Liking to Epiſcopacy ; eſpecial- 
y when ſo much of it doth prevail, and Preſbyte- 
ry is ſo much on the Decline ; and when a Teſ- 
timony for the much neglected - Government of 
the Lord's Houſe, is ſo neceſſary, and ſo many 


Ware looking on that, as a trifling indifferent Mat- 


er; which, to uſe the Apologiſt's own Words, 
Page 15. 16. were it a ſmall Matter, it be- 


comes great, when a Teſtimony is concerned 


jn it, were it but an open Window, as in the 
«© Caſe of Daniel. | | | | 
I know, the Apologiſt will readily ſay, that we 
are in no Hazard this Way from Mr, Vpite field, 
by our hearing and countenancing his Miniſtry, 
ſince, as Page 15. his great Buſineſs among us, 
is to reconcile us to our God, to our Miniſters, 
and to one another in Love. 5 
I think, the Apologiſt ſhould have ſaid, neither 
are we in Hazard this Way, by Apologies offered 
for profeſſed Preſbyterians, their embracing his 
Miniſtry, even tho' it be defended now, as no 
Reaſon for refuſing a Man's Miniftry, becauſe of 
the Epiſcopacy and the Supremacy ; than which, 
I know not what hath a more direct Tendency to 
lead us in to a liking to Epiſcopacy, and to Indif- 
terency about „ and conſequently, to a 
A \ Living 


giving up with g tery ; ; which appears ta 
evident to be the Caſe in this Church and Lang 
and much upon the Advance. 
But what Neceſſity of calling in Mr. pin. 
fs, to preach the ] octrine of Reconciliation 1 
ou? Do not your own Miniſters that? 1 


they do not that, Mr. Whitefield doth wrong, 


to reconcile you to ſuch Miniſters: But what. 
ever juſt Cauſe there is of Complaint, that col. 
rupt Doctrine, and a corrupt Miniſtry doth pre. 
vail ;- there are yet many Miniſters in Scotland, 
who preach the Doctrine of Reconciliation, and 
far -beyond Mr, Whitefield, who hath preachel 
and printed, with ſuch corrupt Mixtures; that 
he had need to be taught by ſuch. 

As to his reconciling you, to your Miniſters; 
how doth he that? By teaching you, not U« 


contend about the Government of Chriſt's Houſe, 


which you may go to Heaven without; at the 
lame Time, he Page 3. . Paps out in his printed Per: 
formances, now and then Bemoanings' over then, 
who have the Unhappineſs, to differ from the 
Church of England; and piays, © that ſhe may 
s be the Joy of the whole Ear th, and reſolve 
to live = die in her Communion, and would 
have us ſpeak ſoſtly of them who uſe read Form 


in the Worſhip of God, So that his reebnciling 


7 to your Miniſters, appears not to be to tho 
Miniſters, who are maintaining the run down 
Cauſe of the Church of Scotland, but to them, 
who are declining ſo faſt, from the Purity of our 
Reformation, For tho? ſundry of the Miniſters in 
Scotland, that are Followers of Mr. Jhitefield, p 
| 8 the Docirine ot Reconciliation, they ar 

fo much leavened with Mr. ed ark look 


Wi 


bours, if they countenance ſuch. . 


Way of Preaching, and Writing about: the Go- 
verament of Chriſt's Houſe ; that it may make 


thoſe whom they formerly looked on as Jax on 


that Head, now to laugh at them, when others, 
I believe, are weeping in ſecret, at the Greatneſs 


of their Defection. | 


As for his reconciling us to one : another, let 
the Fruits of Mr. JY/vitefield's trafficking in Scot- 


land, explain this. It is evident, to any unbiafſed 


Obſerver, that if any Miniſter, or private Chriſ- 


tian, but maintain their old Preſbyterian Prin- 
ciples, and caution their Hearers, and Neighbours, 


againſt the Looſeneſs of Mr, Hh1tefield's, . his Fol- 


lowers, breath forth ſuch a malignant Spirit, as 


that they cannot keep in common Terms of 


Diſcretion with their Miniſters, and honeſt Neigh- 


bours; and inſtead of reconciling People to their 


Miniſters, and to one another, they are difaffected _ 
to Miniſters, who preach the Doctrine of Recon- 


ciliation , and maintain their Principles, and look 
with a jealous and invidious Eye on their Neigh- 


. ” 


Sir, it is more then Time, tha 


* 


to a Concluſion of this Miſſive, the Length of 


which hath exceede;d far my Deſign, when I be- 


gan to write you; but leaſt you charge me on 
Breach of my Promiſe, to take Notice of the A- 
pologiſt's third Reaſon, why .our Sufferers in the 
laſt Epiſcopal Period did not hear the Curates, 


I proceed now to it, as you have it Page 12. the 


Subſtance of which turns upon the Immorality of 
the Curates Lives, and the Unſoundneſs of their 
Doctrine, and fince theſe Things cannot be alleg- 


ed againſt Mr, J/7:tefield, they cannot be a Rea- 
| ſon againſt Preſbyterians * him, as the * 
JJ = — = 


pologiſt pleads,” 


t I ſhould.draw | 


Tk) 


But admitting both theſe were true there u 
abundance of Reaſons beſides ; that the embracinsþ 


of his Miniftry, as the Matter is ſtated by the 


Apologiſt, is not to be juſtified 3 by any real Pref. 


 byterian, 


_ Eſpecially, if Mr. biteſield's own printed Per. 

 formances, give Diſcoveries of Enthuſiaſm, darin: 
Preſumption, and popiſh Superſtition inf} his Re. 

Tigion 3 Unſoundneſs, and Inconfiftency, in hifi 


Doctrine; Immorality, and Irregularity in hi 
Life, and Conduct. You ſee, I State thek 
Things, in a Way of Suppoſition; and if there he 
no Ground for them, from his printed Perfor- 
mances, let his Orthodoxy, and moral Character, 
ſtand fair for me; but if his own Words, and 
Deeds, recorded in his Prints, bring forth more 
than preſumptive Evidence againſt him, the A- 


ologiſt will find him caſten by the Reaſon ou 


orefathers had againſt Hearing the Curates : 
Should there be but a preſumptive Evidence, he 
ſtands rejected by the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 3. 2. 7. 
A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, and have a good Report 
of them who are without. | 1 
If I had ſeen ſundry of his Performances, which 
I find have come under the Survey of abler Hands, 
I might make a very large Collection of many 
Things, that look very unfavourably upon Mr, 


 T'hitefield's Religion, Orthodoxy, and mori 


Character; but I muſt Abridge much of what! 


might offer, being long fince wearied of the Sub- 


—_— EY 

? When I fay, that his own printed Performar- 
ces, repreſent him, in his Religion, and religious 

Experiences, as enthuſiaſtical, daringly preſump. 
duous, and popiſhly ſuperſtitious, I hope, heſhl 

15 3 3 


49 
not have the Advantage againſt me, which he 
a path againſt a Prelate of his own Church, he 
ing ſhall not find me quarrelling, as enthuſiaſtical, 
tte the inſuperable Work of the Spirit of God, in 
rel the Regeneration and Converſion of a Sinner, of 
the precious Doctrine of Juſtification freely, by 
cr. Grace, through the Faith of Chriſt, as the Lord 
rin; BY our Righteouſneſs ; I wiſh that Mr. Hhiteſſeld's 
Re. & Sermons had nothing in them, inconſiſtent with 
b theſe Truths. II 
hs BE I am not to undertake. a tedious Diſpute on the 
her Head of Enthufiaſm, but J may adventure to give 
ebe this Deſcription of it; which may explain it to 
lor. very mean Capacities ; that it is a ſtrong and ſer- 
der vent religious like Impreſſion upon à Perſon, 


and without any thing of Reaſon or Revelation, to 3 
wore WW account for it, or to ſupport it. From which 4 
A- Deſcription, or Definition, we may ſee, chat we 9 
our are not to call every one an Enthufiaſt, who may =# 


es: be wrong in his Principles; or who uſes miſtaken 
be Arguments to explain, and mantain them; be- 
7 cauſe theſe Reaſons appear good to him, and he 
port doth not aſſert, or maintain any Thing merely, 
. becauſe he is warmly. impreſſed with it, but 
nich pleads his Reaſons, ſuch as they are, for it. 

nds, If Mr. Whitefield, in the Account of God's 
an) dealings with his Soul, or in any other of his prin- 
ted Performances, can . purge himſelf of Enthu- 
oral BY fiaſm, as I have deſcribed it. I ſhall not charge 
at it upon him, merely becauſe of miſtaken Princi- 

* ples, mantained by unconcluding Arguments. 

It is not in my Power to know, when, or by 
aan what Means, Mr. Whitefield was converted, for 
10 BY all the regular Method he pretends to lay down in 
an accounting of it. I find him, Page 10: of the 

ova —— Edinburgh 
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Edinburgh impreſſion of the Account of God. 
Dealings with his Soul, enjoying great Foretaſte 
of God's Love, and once in Saint John's Church, 
filled with unſpeakable Raptures, that fays he 
J was carried out beyond my ſelf, and Page 1; 
tho' I had taſted of his Love, my Heart was fir 
from him. Now how knew he that this was the 
Love. of God? Since all this Time unconverted 
and that the carnal Mind is Emnity againſt God! 
How could this be the Love of God, that was in 
him? Or if it was the Flaſhes, that may be 
with a temporary Believer, by what Mean 
came they? Will it ſatisfy, to tell the World, 
that he felt it, and yet give no Account of the 
Means? | . EO, 
Page 15. he tells us, that for a twelr 
„ Month, he went on in a Round of Duties, re. 
4 ceiving the Sacrament monthly, faſting fre-Þ 
« quently. Sc. Page 16. and when he was 21 
« the Univerſity, he found the Benefit of the 
« Foundation he had laid in the Country ſera 
4% holy Life, and yet Page 18. he tells us, that 
<< till that Treatiſe, the Life of God in the Soul 
4 Man, fell into his Hand, he never knew what 
< true Religion was, and that he muſt be a ney 
„ Creature. Mr. Whitefield indeed appears t0 
' Have his converſional Experiences formed much 
on that Book, which ſpeaks of being exerciſed to 
Goudlineſs in Order to our being Partakers of the 
new Nature. | 
Page 22. how knew he, or how could it be, 
that it was the Favour of God, that lifted him up! 
with ſenfible Devotion, eſpecially - at the bleſſed Þ 
_ Sacrament, before Religion took Root in bi 
Heart? What was the Nature of his ſenſible 
— | Depotion, 


3 20 
we 


Devotion and Upliftings, before he was convin- 
ced, that he behooved to be renewed, e're he could 
r F 
From Page 24. to 33. we find him, with an 


had once over Job's. (Mr. 1/Þ:tefield ſhould have 


flict Job's Body and Satan's poſſeſſing his Body, ) to 
ſuch a Degree of Influence, that Page 28. his 


ſtanding of his Darkneſs, and Poſſeſſion by Satan, 
Page 30. he continues receiving the Sacrament, 


pretend to be cokverted, becauſe after this Time 


I had ſeen at a Diſtance before, began to appear 


converted before; to be ſure the Spirit had taken 
Poſſeſſion of his Soul. „ 


count of his outgate from his Diſtreſs, and the 
| Grounds of his Joy, and Gladneſs, P. 33. One 
Day perceiving an uncommon Drought, and a 
+-«<. difagreeable clammineſs in my Mouth, and {| 


ung Things to allay my Thirſt, it was * 


yl 


— — 
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inward Weight on his Breaſt, attended with in- 
ward Darkneſs, feeling great Heavings in his Bo- 
dy, that he was fully convinced, that Satan had 
as real Poſſeſſion and Power over his Body, as he 


diſt inguiſhed between the Power Satan got to af- 


Tutor concluded, he was mad, he continues long 
in this Condition, mixing his popiſh Cuſtoms 
Page 28, with Duties of Religion ; and notwith- 


Page 31. finding Grace in an affecting Manner, 
and abundant Meaſure, ſometimes imparted to 
his Soul ; tho? all this while, I hope he doth not 


of Tentation, he ſays, Page 33. the Star which 
again, and the Day Star aroſe in my Heart, 
«Now did the Spirit of God take Poſſeſſion 


“ of my Soul, and as J humbly hope, ſeal me un- 
e to the Day of Redemption. Had he been 


Let us take a View of the enthufiaſtick Ac- 


--* 


C88 * } 

<< ed to me, that when Jeſus Chriſt cried out, 
« thirſt, his Sufferings were near at. an End. | 

« pon which I caſt my ſelf down on my B rli 
“ crying out, I thirſt, 1 thirſt, - Soon after th 
<« I found and felt in my felf, that J was deliver 

t from the Burden, that had ſo heayily-oppreſe 
* me. The Spirit of mourning was taken fra 
% me, and I knew what it was truly to nf 
« joice in God my Saviour, and for ſome Tinf 
could not avoid finging - Pſalms wherever 
« Ss. Of his Account, this looks the likeſt i 
Satan's caſting out Satan, as Page 25, that can bl * 
he gets free of bodily Diſtreſs, upon this, he hauf g 
Joy, and Gladneſs ; ſpeaks he one Word of | 
ting free from the Bondage of Corruption, in thif 
remarkable Deliverance ? It is true, he mention 
Joy, and ſpeaks of the Days of his Mourninfs 
being ended, but what was the Ground of hu 
Joy? He ſpeaks of rejoicing in God his Saviow 
but from what Experience ſuitable to the Wort 
did he fetch this Joy? or on what Revelation d 
Jeſus Chriſt ſuitable to his Caſe, fince it is not til 
- ſometime hereafter, Page 37. 38, that he is in 
. ſtructed in the Knowledge of the neceſſity d 
: Juſtification by Faith only ? He felt Joy, and h 
can give no other Account of it, but he felt it, 
is ſure he hath got the Spirit of Adoption, bu 
alas, it is before he is inſtructed in the K now 
ledge of Juſtification, by Faith alone, He ſome- 
times ſpeaks: confuſedly of Heart Evils, as Page, 
232, but gives he any ſolid ſcriptural Account d 
- His Deliverance from theſe ? He gets free of hi 
' bodily Preſſure, and finds a Rapture of Joy, an 
therefore concludes that the Spirit of God hal 
taken Poſeſſion of his Soul, 1 


* 


Alle 


jt 


<4 & ) 

If Mr. 7/hitefield's Votaries will date his Con- 
rfion, from what he ſays, Page 19. that upon 
eading (that Arminian Book the Life of God in 


Out, 
. 4 
y Bal 
r th 


ven de Soul of Man,) „a Ray of divine Light was 
reſi inſtantaneouſly darted in upon my Soul, and 
fe from that Moment, and not till then, did I 
o know thit I muſt be a new Creature. If 
Tin den he was made a new Creature, then the Spi- 


t of God had taken Poſſeſſion of him, but this 
 afſerts not, till his Deliverance in Page 33. 
His blind enthufiaſtical Proceeding in his re- 
gious Matters, doth further manifeſt it ſelf, by 
is daring, and preſumptuous Expreſſions, and 
\flertions, concerning himſelf ; of which, I ſhall 
only Stay to give you ſome Inſtances, 4 
nin It is the Duty of every true Chriſtian, to be a 
{ (Follower of Chriſt, but Preſumption, to pretend to 
jour be like him in every Circumftance of his Suffer- 
ng. Tho Chriſt was born in a Manger, his Mo- 


ver, 
eſt : 

ha |. 
Ne 
1 tha 
tion 


itefield, no Likeneſs to his Saviour, Page 5, that 
in Ihe the Son of an Inn-keeper, was born in an Inn; 
ofthe Children of ſuch, are not always the likeſt to 
iu their Saviour. I know no Argument for influen- 
eing a religious Life, that can be drawn from be- 
ing an Inn-keepers Son, more than can be drawn 
from occupying the Trade of a Carpenter, becauſe 


e our Lord, wrought in that Buſineſs, Mart 6. 3. 


How Preſumptuous and miſtaken is Mr. Mpite- 
eds Concluſion, ++ That God loved him with 
d an everlaſting Love, Page 7. and ſeparated him 


* which he afterwards called him, becauſe he 
* found early Movings of the Spirit on his 
Heart? “ Have not many had ſtrong com- 

ws | mon 


Wher being from her own Home; that gave Mr. 


* from his Mother's Womb, for the Work to 
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C88” ) 
<< ed to me, that when Jeſus Chrift cried out,! 
« thirſt, his Sufferings were near at an End. Y- 
«« pon which I caſt my ſelf down on my Bed, 5 
crying out, I thirſt, I thirſt, - Soon after this, R 
e found and felt in my ſelf, that I was delivere) I th 
*« from the Burden, that had fo heavily oppreſſed 
*< me. The Spirit of mourning was taken from 
„ me, and I knew what it was truly to re- 
« joice in God my Saviour, and for ſome Time th 
„ could not avoid finging Pſalms wherever ! i 
% qSs. Of his Account, this looks the likeſt to be 
Satan's caſting out Satan, as Page 25, that can be, ; 
he gets free of bodily Diſtreſs, upon this, he hath li 
Joy, and Gladneſs ; ſpeaks he one Word of get- hi 


- ting free from the Bondage of Corruption, in this h 
remarkable Deliverance ? It is true, he mentions 0 
Joy, and ſpeaks of the Days of his Mourning 
being ended, but what was the Ground of his f 
Joy ? He ſpeaks of rejoicing in God his Saviour, b 
but from what Experience ſuitable to the Word, j 
did he fetch this Joy? or on what Revelation of t 
Jeſus Chriſt ſuitable to his Caſe, fince it is not till ö 


ſometime hereafter, Page 37. 38, that he is in- , 
. ſtructed in the Knowledge of the neceſſity of 0 
Juſtification by Faith only ? He felt Joy, and he 
can give no other Account of it, but he felt it, he 0 
is ſure he hath got the Spirit of Adoption, but 
alas, it is before he is inſtructed in the Know- f 
| ledge of Juſtification, by Faith alone, He ſome- ( 
times ſpeaks confuſedly of Heart Evils, as Page, 
32, but gives he any ſolid ſcriptural Account of 
his Deliverance from theſe ? He gets free of his 


\ bodily Preſſure, and finds a Rapture of Joy, and 
therefore concludes that the Spirit of God had 


It 


: taken Poſeſſion of his Soul. 


© 
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It Mr. 7hitefield's Votaries will date his Con- 
verſion, from what he ſays, Page 19. that upon 
Reading (that Arminian Book the Life of God in 
the Soul of Man,) © a Ray of divine Light was 
« inſtantaneouſly darted in upon my Soul, and 
« from that Moment, and not till then, did I 
« know that I muſt be a new Creature. If 
then he was made a new Creature, then the Spi- 
rit of God had taken Poſſeſſion of him, but this 
he aſſerts not, till his Deliverance in Page 33. 

His blind enthuſiaſtical Proceeding in his re- 
ligious Matters, doth further manifeſt it ſelf, by 
his daring, and preſumptuous Expreſſions, and 
Aſlertions, concerning himſelf ; of which, I ſhall 
only Stay to give you ſome Inſtances, my 

It is the Duty of every true Chriſtian, to be' a 
follower of Chriſt, but Preſumption, to pretend to 
be like him in every Circumſtance of his Suffer- 
ings. Tho Chriſt was born in a Manger, his Mo- 
ther being from her own Home ; that gave Mr. 
Whitefield, no Likeneſs to his Saviour, Page 5, that 
he the Son of an Inn-keeper, was born in an Inn ; 
the Children of ſuch, are not always the likeſt to 
their Saviour, I know no Argument for influen- 
cing a religious Life, that can be drawn from be- 
ing an Inn-keepers Son, more than can be drawn 
from occupying the Trade of a Carpenter, becauſe 
our Lord, wrought in that Buſineſs, Mart 6. 3. 

How Preſumptuous and miſtaken is Mr, J/þ:te- 
felid's Concluſion, That God loved him with 
an everlaſting Love, Page 7. and ſeparated him 


„ from his Mother's Womb, for the Work to 


“which he afterwards called him, becauſe he 
« found _— Movings of the Spirit on his 
* Heart ? ” Have not many had ſtrong com- 
| mon 


( 70 ). 


mon Motions of the Spirit on their Hearts, that "I 
Never were converted? And others, tho? after. Ty 


wards converted, were never called to the Wo 
of the Miniſtry ?. | 0 66 
While the holy Spirit had not yet taken Poſ. {MW «+ 
ſeſſion of his Soul, as Page 33. how deJufive and 
preſumptuous tor him to ſay, that he grew in dc 
„ Favour with God and Man? ' He is always an 
fond to arrogate to himſelf ſome great Thing ſpo- tu 
ken of our Saviour, not the likelieſt Way of fol. C 
lowing him in his Humility, as he pretends, Page & 
24. But how could he grow in Favour with ir 
God, who was not yet reconciled ? Or how MW «: 
could he be ſure of this, who, to uſe his own 6 
Words, Page 33. bad ſeen the Star but at a 6 
* Diſtance, and before the Day Star aroſe in his 1 
T FF 
Becauſe Page 29. Mr. Whitefield did chooſe a 
folitary Walk, how preſumptuous for him to pre- 
tend thereby to imitate Chriſt, who was among 
wild Beaſts when tempted ? Or had there been WS 
ſomething in his Practice like that State our Lord h 
Was in, when driven into the Wilderneſs, to be 
tempted of the Devil ; was it his Duty to have 
made a voluntary Choice of Tempation ? Whence 
could this be ſuggeſted to him ? Not ſurely from 
the Spirit ot Chriſt, nor from any Principle of 
ſolid Reaſon that can be pretended, , 5 
Time ſhould fail me, to run through, and to 
Remark upon all the odd, and preſumptuous 
Things, that are in the Account of God's deal- 
ings with his Soul; but let me mention one In- 
ſtance more, Page 38. The holy Spirit from 
Time to Time, has led me into the Knowledge 
of divine Things, and I have been A een 
Og: © 1 „ Watch- 


0 
| 
t 
F 


* 


n 


that „ watching and reading the Scripture in this 
ter- „ Manner, even in the minuteſt Circumſtances, 
ork „ as plainly as the eros were, when conſulting 
« the Urim and Thummim at the high Prieſt's 
Pol. WW ©. Breaft,,.?? {4.1 LE all ; 
and I with Mr. Wpiteſield believed and held as I 
in do, the Scriptures to be the only Rule of Faith 
ays MW and Manners, but yet I do not ſay, that the Scrip- 
po- tures were deſigned to be a Rule in the minuteſt 
fol. Circumſtances, no-not in the minuteſt Circum- 
age ſtances of divine Things, I chooſe rather to ſpeak _ 
ich in the Words of the excellent Meſiminſter Con- 
ow teſion, Chap. 1. Sect. 6. there are ſome Cir- 
vn © cumſtances concerning the Worſhip of God, 


a « and Government of the Church, common to 
his “ human Actions and Societies, which are to be 
ordered by the Light of Nature, and chriſtian 
el * Prudence, according to the general Rules of 


re- * the Word; which are always to be obteryed. ** 
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ng. Now it Mr. Ihiteſield could- ee my 

em elf, for proving the twentieth Article eoncern- 

rd ing Rites - -and © Ceremonies from the, Word, 

be but let all Things be done decently and in Order, 

ve as he hath failed to prove the thirty nine Articles : 
ce by the Scripture, as Page 44. of the former Book 1 
m of his, ſo is he far from proving the minuteſt Cir- * 
of cumſtances, for let Rites and Ceremonies of Man's + 
Appointment be but Circumſtances, he. can ad- : 
to duce no Scripture for theſe Circumſtances, but 1 
US fince they are a. Part of Worſhip, he fails notori- 8 
4 ouſly in his Proof; tho? he daringly pretends to % 
” be led on by the Spirit in the minuteſt Circum- 
wh ſtances, and as plainly as the Jews were, wen 
0 conſulting the Urim and Thummim, - But what 
4 need I mention the Article about Rites, and | 


Ce- 


E IM F 
remonies, when, notwithſtanding of this pretend- 
ed Meaſure of the Spirit, he hath preached and 
printed ſo much unſound Doctrine, that in an- 
ſwer to ſome Queries put to him in Penſilvania, 
he profeſſes a Retractation of ſome Points; there 
had been no need of ſuch Retractations, if the Spirit 
had as plainly led, and directed him in the Know- 
ledge of divine Things, as the Fews were, 
when conſulting the Urim and Thummim. 
I ſhall not in my Allowances, go ftraitly to Work 
with Mr. Whitefield, I ſhalkallow him all the Im- 
provements and Meaſures to which he hath pre- 
ſently attained, and the Advantage of all his Con- 
victions, and Retractations, will he ſay, that he is 


as plainly guided, and certainly inſtructed as yet, 


in the Meaſures he takes, as the Fes were, when 


conſulting the Urim Thummim, by which God 


gave a preſent Revelation of his Mind, and Will 


do that People? And tho' the Scriptures are a 
perfect Rule of Faith and Manners, yet conſider- 


ing our Ignorance in the imperfect State and how 
liable we are to miſtake that Rule; will Mr, 
I/hitefield pretend, to underſtand the Mind of 
'God in the Scriptures, as plainly, and certainly 
as the Fews did the extraordinary Revelation by 


Urim and Thummim ? His Pretenſions to this, 


diſcover a Spirit of Deluſion. - 


How daring and preſumptuous is it for Mr. 


Whitefield to ſay, as he doth in his Journal, Fe- 
bruary 4. 1730. Now I know that I received 
the holy Ghoſt at the Impoſition of Hands, for 
„ feel it as much as Eliſba did when Elijab 
«© dropped his Mantle, nay others ſee it alſo. 

Since Mr. J/hitefield hath not thought Fit to 
give any anſwer to many of the Queſtions put to 
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1d. him in Perfilvania, I ſhall here tranſcribe two of 
nd chem, that remain unanſwered. "Mp 
m. 1, Whether the giving of the holy Ghoſt by 
ia, the Impoſition of Hands, was not an extraordinary 
ere Gift, and now long ago ceaſed ? 
rit 2, Can any ſuppoſe, that the extraordinary 
W. Giſts and Operations of God's Spirit, are fo ſen- 
re, Ml fibly felt, or carry with them ſo clear a Demon 
m. ſtration, as the extraordinary ones did to the Pro- 
rk phets? Or bow could Mr. 7/iitzf2/4 compare 
n- bis feeling to Elia? To which, let me add. 
e- 3. How could others know, that Mr. Mhiteßelt 
n- had received ſuch a Meaſure of the Spirit, by the 
is I laying on of the Hands of the Biſhop? Are we 
et, 0 believe, (tho in ordaining Prieſts, the Biſhop 
en Bf fays, receive the holy Ghoſt, ) that the holy Ghoſt 
od is given by the Impoſition of his Hands; eſpeci- 
il ally in ſuch a Meaſure, as was beſtowed on Elia? 
"A 4. Altho' Eliſba endued with the ſanctifying 
r- 8 Spirit, was not to pretend to Perfection in Holi- 
* neſs, but was a Man of like Paſſions even as o- 
thers; was he not endued with the Spirit in ſuch 
of a Meaſure, as to be preſerved from Error in his 
ly prophetical Cammiſſion ? If ſo, how fooliſh and 
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»y Bf prefumptuous is it in Mr. 7Phitefeld, to tell the z 

is, World; that he felt the holy Ghoſt as much as * 
I Elia did, when Elijah dropped his! Mantle i; : 

r. when yet, after ſuch an extraordinary Receipt, he 

2 goes fo miſerably wrong in executing his Miniſ® 


d terial Commiſſion ; and preaches ſo very much 
"Yr unſound Docti ine? | | 
th | He goes on with his bold Preſumptuous Words, 
in his Farewell Sermon at Edinburgh, October 
0 1741. and in his Letter to Mr. Cennict, Number 
o 31. of his weekly 8 he ſays, < the Pre- 
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& ſence of God at the old People's. Hoſpital, Way 
really very wonderful, the holy Ghoſt cane 
down like a mighty ruſhing Wind.“ We 
read of the like, As ii. 2. upon the extraordi. 
nary Effuſion of the Spirit, but as his Evidence 
come ſhort in all Reſpects of that Manifeſtation, 
it muſt be added to the Number cf his blind and 
daring Aſſertions, of which, he is not like to be 
eahly cured ; the Diſeaſe grows upon him, a 
1mall Volume might be requiſite for ilfominaray 
his Character in this one Point alone ; and there: 
fore I ſhall proceed with one Inſtance more from 
his Letter, dated Edinburgh, June 4th- 1742. tg 
his dear Brother Abbot, „as ſoon as I was on 
„Shore, the holy Spirit filled my Soul. ? Going 
to ſee tome Perſons, he ſays, "The holy Ghot 
«6: overſhadowed us, Luke i. 35. ſhews nil « 
what Occaſion, that Expreſſion was uſed. Mr, 5 
IA biteſteld ſpeaks confidenily of extraordinary Mea- F 
ſures of the Spirit in others, as well as in himſelf, W ( 
but what are the extraordinary Effects? Wak 2 
b 
{ 
c 
{ 
{ 
| 
| 


they Miracles? Speak they with Tongues ? -1f 
a Huſh of Attention in hearing a moving Dit- 
courſe were Warrand to ſay, that the Spirit came 
down like the ruſhing cf a mighty Wind, yea, 
acd ſome Emotion among the People, many Mi- 
nifters might have pretended juch Things, before 
Mr, I/hizefield was heard tell of; but we have 
not ſo learned Chriſt, nor dare we ſpeak in ſuch 
a preſumptuous Manner ot the Operations ofthe 
holy Ghoſt, 
„ But whatever be the Meaſure of the Spirit be- 
ſtowed on him, or whatever be the Spirit, by 
which he is led, we find him in the Account of 
God's Dealings: with his Soul ; Fopiſhly Superſttitt - 


„ 

Wa WF cus, and no Wonder, conſidering how much he 
-ame bath dealt with popiſh Authors, who, I am afraid 
We are but too dear to him, and his Commendations 
dl. of them, are too ſtrong; not to beget a Suſpicion. 
nces W As for his holy Seaſon of Lent, Page 32. and 
non, WH the Obſervation thereof, I ſhall not ſtay to ſhew, 
and bow much the Church of England and he, do 
0% WF {mboliſe with Papiſts in that and other Things; 
„ A but I am yet to be inſtructed in it, if ever the 
is Church of England taught, that ſuch Popiſh Pen- 
ere. nances, as a patched Gown and dirty Shoes, were 
rem Means to promote the ſpiritual Life, as Mr. Wpite- 
x10 feld fays, P. 26. they were to him, altho' he tells 
en ue, © T was convinced that the Kingdom of God 
1s I « gGid not conſiſt in Meats and Drinks, yet I re- 
hat ſolutely perſiſted iu theſe voluntary Acts of 
n « Self-denial. ? Sure I am, the Means for pro- 


> moting the ſpiritual Life, do belong to the King- 
em of God; tho I frankly own, that-a-patched. _ 


K Gown and dirty Shoes, do not, nor are Means in 
"If ity ReſpeR, for promoting the Spiritual Life; | 
but I leave him to be directed as to the Means of 


" I tbe ſpiritual Life, to Kempis, and Caſtaniza, his 
5 darling Authors. But this infenfible Way ot in- 


1 troducing Popiſh Pennances and Cuſtoms, do add 
d the Suſpicion of his being a Romiſh Emiſſary, 
and that the Methodiſts are carrying on the De- 
ſigns of Rome; which Suſpicion will not be re- 
f moved, tho' many of them ſhould not know ſo 
much; for whoever pleaſes to conſult the ſecret 
Inſtructions of the Jeſuites, printed at London, 
1723. will find it a Knack of that ſubtile Body 
| © employ Inſtruments in ſuch a Way; and it 
bath been obſerved of Mr. Whitefield, that tho 
now and then, he 1 blind Scream n 
0 : : er 


5 C0 7 
ther Hereticks, and erroneous Perſons, the Papiſt 
come ſeldom in his Way, tho* ſince they much 
prevail, it is needful to take much Notice of them, 


But next, let us ſee what is to be ſaid to the = 
Unſoundneſs and Inconſiſtency of Mr, WWhitefe!7's W 56; 
Doctrine, I ſhall not offend him nor his Friends, 


by calling his whole Doctrine diabolical, yet it ½ 
Will not entitle him to the Character of a Preach- | 
er of the Doctrine of Jeſus. Chriſt ; that he 
preaches many precious Truths, Papiſts and very tio 
groſs Hereticks do that, and ſome of the worſt of il « 
Books, have yet ſome excellent Stroaks in them, I p. 
yea it is the Art of the old Serpent, who can tranſ- 


form himſelf into an Angel of Light; to lay ſome 0 
dangerous Error beſide ſome precious Truth, that WW ti 
the one may not be ſuſpected in the Neighbour. Iſ ;. 


hood of the Other ; by which Means, there are 
too many that take all in a Lump, by not eſpy. W ſe 
ing the Snake in the Graſs; nor ſuſpecting Dan iſ F 
ger at their Hands, who appear zealous for ſome I 
oints of Truth, who, beſore they are aware, are {1 
taken off their Feet, 
Althe Mr. Mbiteſield pretended to my elf, af- 
ter he had heard me preach againſt ſundry of his 
Errors, that if I had ſeen his Anſwers to the Pen- 
 f/vanian' Queries, containing his retracting what 
was alleged to be wrong in his Doctrine, I would 
rot have . preached ſo againſt him; yet now, 
that it is ſome confiderable Time, fince I have read 
his Anfwers to theſe Queries, I neither find him 
anſwering all that was on juſt Grounds excepted 
againſt him, nor in all wherein he anſwers, giving 
Satisfaction either by his Anſwers, or after Prac- 
tice ; but as there are ſundry Things of Impor- 
tance, then, and fince, exceptionable in his Doc- 
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trine, that are not contained, yea in ſome Inſtan- 
ces could not be contained in the Penfilvanian Re- 
mal ks, I ſhall after I have ſhown the Unſatisfact- 
orineſs of his Anſwers to theſe, condeſcend upon 
other Inſtances of the Unſoundneſs, and Incon- 
ſiſtency of his Doctrine, and Principles. 85 

The Penſilvanian Queriſts, juſtly quarrel Mr. 


Ic itefield for ſaying, ** that Adam was adorned 


«© with all the Perfections of the Deity. Altho' 
they juſtly allow his Correction to be leſs excep- 
tionable, viz, © that he was adorned with all 
« the moral communicable Perfections of the 
Deity. ”” But they as juſtly query till, if this 
Correction may not be further corrected? For is it 
not evident, that even the communicable Perfec- 
tions of the Deity, are not properly communica- 


ted to his Creatures, for what is there in the Crea= 


ture but a created Quality, that bears a dark Re- 
ſernblance of thoſe Perfections, which in God are 
Effential ? : es 


Mr. Whitefield having corrected what he had 


ſaid, of Men's depending on their own Righteouſ- 
neſs, and not on the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, im- 
puted to, and Inherent in them, thus; * I would 
«* expreſs myſelf in this Manner, who have nei- 
* ther Chriſt's - Righteouſneſs imputed to them 
* for Juſtification in the Sight, nor Holineſs 
* wrought in their Souls, as the Conſequence of | 


that, in Order to make them meet for the En- 


t joyment of God. The Queriſts juſtly reply, 
that to depend on Chriſt's Righteoutaeſs Inhe- 
rent in us, Smells of rank Antinomianiſm, if 
it ſhall be faid, there was no more intend- 


ed than inherent Holineſs, to depend on this in 


Part, and on Chriſt's Righteouſneſs lin Part, 
EY, 9 G 3 . ; would 


tm) . 
would be true Arminian or popiſh Dialect; 
and therefore deſerved at Mr. Vhitefeld's Hand, 6 
as black a Stroke of falſe Divinity, to be put upon 
it ; as what he had preached before. of joining our « 
Tears with the Blood of Chriſt, to waſh away the nc 
Guilt of Sin, I cannot but obſerve, how ſuper. ſu 
ficially Mr. F/bitefield anſwers this Point. To 6 
& avoid all miſtakes, I would expreſs myſelf in 
& this Manner, theſe Words look not like one " 
much affected with uttering ſo much falſe Di- 
vinity. © LY | 
It is to be obſerved that with the ſame Air of 
Indifference, he corrects his Words, That we 
* muſt be new Creatures in order to qualify us 
« for being ſavingly in Chriſt, faying read, for 
« qualifying us for living eternally with Chriſt. ” 
'Fheſe are Words of a very different meaning. Is 
this the Spirit leading him into the Knowlege of 
divine Things, according to the Scriptures in the 
minuteſt Circumſtances ; as plainly as the Jews 
were when conſulting the Urim and Thummim ? 
What can be plainer than 2 Cor. v. 17. That 
the new Creature is the evidence of Ingraftment - 
to Chriſt, and the Effect of his regenerating Spie 
rit ? I do not complain of Mr. Mpitefield's cen- 
furing Biſhop Tillotſon, who, (whatever were his 
other excellent Qualities, an Arminian to be ſure 
he was) who Intitles one of his Books, on the 
nature of Regeneration, and its neceſſity in order 
to our ' Juſtification and Salvation, yet, tho' Mr. 
Aditeſeld, row that he is found Fault with for 
the fame Doctrine, preached by that Prelate, 
makes a paſting Correction, what ſhall be thought 
of him, who was preaching and publiſhing the 
ſame Doctrine to the World, for which he. by. 
When 
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condemning another ? 


pon this, the Querifls do well Remark, 


3 
When Mr. Whitefield corrects that Expreffion, 
« The Man Chriſt Jeſus is ſpiritually formed in 
« your Hearts. I would alter it thus, “that 
« Chriſt is. formed wichin you; ” he takes no 
notice of an Expreſſion of the fame import, cen- 
ſured by the Queriſts, vig. That Jeſus Chriſt 
„ as the Seed of the Woman who bruiſed the 


« Sernent's Head, by his Obedience and Suffen 


« ings, was ſpiritually conceived in the Heart of 


„ Eve, till he huddle it in with another thing, 


How contradictory. to Truth, and inconfiftent 
with himſelf is Mr. 7/h:zefield, in his Sermon on 
the indwelling of the Spirit, when tho' in one 


Part of it, he ſays, ** that we muſt actually re- 
« ceive the holy Ghoſt e'er we can fay, that we 


4e truly believe in Jeſus Chriſt, ” yet in another 
Part of it, he ſays, For notwithſtanding that 
you are all now ſunk into the Nature of the 
“ Beaſt and the Devil, yet, if you truly believe in 
“ Jeſus Chriſt, you ſhall receive the quickning 
« Spirit promiſed in the Text, and be reſtored to 
e the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, U- 
„ Doth' 


"g 


not Mr, }/h:tefield in this laſt Clauſe ſeem to 


make true Faith an antecedent Condition, to be 
„performed by them in order to receive the 
« quickning Spirit ? ” Tho” I am far from 
making the whole Duty of Man my Confeſſion 
of Faith, and am of Opinion, that it is a dan- 


gerous Book, and falls vaſtly ſhort of the Title, I 


cannot but allow the Queriſt's Quotation from it 
to be better Divinity, than this of Mr. phitefeld. 
Says the whole Duty of Man, Chriſt was to e- 
nable us, or give us Strength, ta do what he 
requires of us, fays Mr, J/Titefield, © W : 


SOT 


_ 
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would be true Arminian or popiſh Diale& 
and therefore deſerved at Mr. Mhiteſield's Hand, 
as black a Stroke of falſe Divinity, to be put upon 
it ; as what he had preached before. of joining our 
Tears with the Blood of Chriſt, to waſh away the 
Guilt of Sin, TI cannot but obſerve, how ſuper. 
ficially Mr. F/Þb:tefield anſwers this Point. To 
& avoid all miſtakes, I would expreſs myſelf in 
& this Manner, thefe Words look not like one 
much affected with uttering ſo much falſe Di- 
_ vinity, 
It is to be obſerved that with the ſame Air of 
Indifference, he corrects his Words, That we 
* muſt be new Creatures in order to qualify us 
for being ſavingly in Chriſt, faying read, for 
« qualifying us for living eternally with Chrift, ” 


'Fheſe are Words of a very different meaning. Is 


this the Spirit leading him into the Knowlege of 
divine Things, according to the Scriptures in the 
minuteſt Circumſtances ; as plainly as the Fews 
were when conſulting the Urim and Thummim ? 
What can be plainer than 2 Cor. v. 17. That 


the new Creature is the evidence of Ingraftment - 
to Chriſt, and the Effect of his regenerating Spie 


rit ? I do not complain of Mr. J#/h:tefiz 1d's cen- 


ſur ing Biſhop Tillotſon, who, (whatever were his 


other excellent Qualities, an Arminian to be ſure 
he was) who Intitles one of his Books, on the 
nature of Regeneration, and its neceſſity in order 
to our Juſtification and Salvation, yet, tho' Mr. 
Whitefield, row that he is found Fault with for 
the ſame Doctrine, preached by that Prelate, 


makes a paſting Correction, what ſhall be thought 

of him, who was preaching and publiſhing the 
fame Doctrine to the World, for which he was 

- condemning another ? When 
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pon this, the Queriſts do well Remark, 


„„ 

When Mr. Whitefield corrects that Expreffion, 
« The Man Chriſt Jeſus is ſpiritually formed in 
« your Hearts. I would alter it thus, „that 
« Chrift is formed wichin you ; ” he takes no 
notice of an Expreſſion of the ſame import, cen- 
ſured by the Queriſts, viz. © That Jeſus Chriſt 
„ as the Seed of the Woman who bruifed the 


« Serpent's Head, by his Obedience and Suffer 


« ings, was ſpiritually conceived in the Heart of 
* Eve, ” till he huddleit in with another thing, 
How contradictory. to Truth, and inconfiſtent 
with himſelf is Mr. Whitefield, in his Sermon on 
the indwelling of the Spirit, when tho' in one 


Part of it, he ſays, that we muſt actually re- 


« ceive the holy Ghoſt &'er we can ſay, that we 
“truly believe in Jeſus Chriſt, ” yet in another 
Part of it, he ſays, For notwithſtanding that 
“ you are all now ſunk into the Nature of the 
6 Beaſt and the Devil, yet, if you truly believe in 


_ « Jeſus Chriſt, you ſhall receive the quickning 


« Spirit promiſed in the Text, and be reſtored: to 
« the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, U- 
** Doth 


Fg 


not Mr, }/hitefield in this laſt Clauſe ſeem to 


« make true Faith an antecedent Condition, to be 


„ performed by them in order to receive the 


* quickning Spirit ? * Tho” I am far from 
making the whole Duty of Man my Confeſſion 
of Faith, and am of Opinion, that it is a dan- 


gerous Book, and falls vaſtly ſhort of the Title, I 


cannot but allow the Queriſt's Quotation from it 


to be better Divinity, than this of Mr. Mhitefeld. 


Says the whole Duty of Man, Chriſt was to e- 
* nable us, or give us Strength, to do what he 
| **: requires of us, ” fays Mr, Whitefield, © we * 8 
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oh believe e're we receive the quickning Spi- 
Ta Te 3 bh | . oh 
Mr. Whitfeld inſtead of retracting this Error, 
goes about to juſtify it, and thinks to reconcile 
the jarring Expreſſions in that Sermon, from the 
Words of Paul to the Epheſians, After ye believed, 
ye were ſealed by the Spirit of Promiſe, Might 
you not as : reaſonably blamed Jeſus Chriſt, for 
faying to a dead Man, ** Lazarus come forth. ” 
To which it is well replied by the Queriſts. That 
& the Aim of the Apoſtle to the Epheſiaus, is to 


& ſhew, that they had attained Aſſurance by the 


& Spirit's Sealing, not at their firſt Converſion, 
cc but after they believed, thereby fignifying, that 
& Faith of Adherence may be prior, not only in 
6 Order, but in Time, to that of Aſſurance; 
& the Exerciſes of the Faith of Adherence being 
t the Means of their receiving a farther Degree of 
ce the Spirit, to beget in them Faith of Aſſurance, 
& which is the Effect of his ſealing Work ? It 
% were monſtruous from this to infer, that they 
“ had not received the Spirit in his ſanctifying 
ce Influence, before they believed. As to Chriſt's 
“% commanding Lazarus to come forth, Chriſt 
& had Power to work the Miracle; and was ex- 
« erting his Power in this Inſtance, at that Time. 


cc And for an other who hath not the ſame PO W- 


ce er, to uſe his Words in the like Cafe, would 
& be as ridiculous, as Mahomet's commanding 
cc the Mountain to come to him, whereas, after 
& all, Mahomet was obliged to go to the Moun- 


&« tain, ” If there were need to add any Thing 


to theſe Anſwers, I might remark, that Mr. 
Whitefield cannot juſtify himſelf by our. Lord's 
Words to Lazarus, unleſs our Lord had bid La- 
3 | 5 Zarus 


: ( mM 9) 


2arus act Life, before he gave him Life, or had 
bid him riſe from the dead by his own Power, 

However ſays Mr. Whitefield, inſtead of qu ick- 
ning Spirit, let if be read“ ſanctifying Spirit, 
what doth that amend the Matter? unleſs he 
had been ſpeaking of them who were already re- 
newed by the Spirit? But his Speech is of them, 
who as yet have not the Spirit, and are half Brute 
half Devil, and who upon their believing, are to 
receive the Spirit and to be reſtored to the glo- 
« rious Liberty of the Sons of God. I can 
make no Account of Mr, Whitefiel?s. charging 
the Querifts, as arguing unclearly on this Head, 
unleſs it was to excuſe himſelf at the Hand of his 
blind Votaries, for not ſaying more upon it; ſince 
the ** $ expreſs themſelves in a moſt intelli- 
gible Manner, 

The Queriſts juſtly quarrel what Mr. H}#h:t2fokd 
hath uttered in the former Sermon, that baptiſing 
in the Name of the Father, &c. might be tranſlat- 
ed, into the Nature of the Father, into the Nature 
of the Son, and into the Nature of the holy Ghoſt. 
What ſay the Oueritts, can be meant by bap- 
tiſing Men into the Nature of the Father, Qt. 
unleſs it be regenerating Men? If ſo, can one 
.Man regenerate another? How then could this 
Commiſhon be fulfilled ? If the Prieſt can fulfil 
this Commiſſion in this Senſe of it, why may he 
not as well turn the Bread and Wine in the other 
Sacrament into the Body and Blood of Chriſt? 

All that Mr. Wpitsfeld anſwers to this, after we 
have ſeparated it from his Anſwer to another 
Exception hudled in with it, is, „ve are made 
* Partakers of the divine Nature. Theſe Words 
lin the Lord's Prayer) may be left out; —_— 
| | | cc 


* 


Tm) 
te the Word (Name) fignifies God's Attributer, 
e why may it not ſignify his Eſſence? What 
are God's Attributes, but God himſelf ? ” 
Any one may ſee; that there is no Retractation 
here, nor any Anſwer to theſe important Queries 
put to him. To whoſe Anſwer, the Queriſts do 

well reply, By the Texts of Scripture you cite, 
1 yu, ſeem plainly to grant, that by our being 
6 baptiſed into the Nature of the Trinity; 
you intend our being made Partakers of the 
divine Nature, i. e. Our being regene- 
c rated, and therefore we ſhall aſk, whether this 
Com miſſion impowersand authoriſes Miniſters to 
© regenerate the Perſons baptiſed by them? If ſo, 
would it not be a good Deed to baptiſe the unre- 
<< generate? And would it not be a needicis Work to 
© baptiſe one already regenerated ? Nor do we ſee 
(e that your leaving out theſe Words (in the Lord's 
Prayer) doth affect the Matter any White for the 
„ better. And tho? we ſtand without wavering to 
our Conceſhon ; that by God's Name in the 


& Lord's Prayer, is ſignified God's Attributes, Tit 


s les, Ordinances, Words and Works, and evefy 
© Thing by which God maketh himſelf known; 
s yea let it be granted further, that God's Attri- 
s butes Eſſentially conſidered, do fignify his Eſſe nce, 
© for what are God's Attributes in the Senſe afore- 
& ſaid, but God himſelf ? Is this Rope enovgh to 
© remove the Abſurdity ? Can a Miniſter baptiſe 
& Men into the Eſſence of God? Will not this 
lead Men in to the old antinomian Cant, of be- 
'& ing godded with God, and chriſted with Chriſt! 
eff this be not the native Tendency of this Chain 
of arguing, will any body tell us, hat uſe can be 
“ made ofthe Arguments uſed here? But . 
5 | when 


20 £Aa=r = Ac mM” - 24 


hat he Preac 


< 83 ) 
when we ſpeak of God's Attributes, as one of 
the Things by which God maketh himſelf known 


to us, we do not conſider them but as revealed in 


his Word, and do appear in his Works, in 
which Senſe they are a Name to us, to know 
God by. ; - 

The Queriſts had the greater Reaſon to charge 
Antinomianiſm upon him, if it be conſidered, how 
he expreſſes himſelf in his Letter to the Societies, 
reprinted this Vear at Edinburgb, without any 
Correction of what may warrand this Charge a- 
gainſt him; P. 10. 11. For unleſs a Man be 
« born again from above, and made a Partaker 
« of the divine Nature, by the In- dwelling of 
“ God's holy Spirit, he can in no Ways enter in- 
« to the Kingdom of Heaven. If Mr. Mpite- 
5¹ had faid no more, I ſhould have applauded his 

octrine, as moſt true. and neceſſary Doctrine; 
tut what adds he? * Whoeyer denies this to be 
« true in the moſt literal and abſolute Senſe of 
« the Words, knows nothing as he ought to 


„ know. If by the In-dwelling of the Spirit, a 


Man be Partaker of the divine Nature, in the moſt 
real, literal and abſolute Senſe, What elſe can 
it poſſibly mean, but that the Man who re- 
ceives the Spirit, becomes God, I wiſh Mr. 
Whitefield would fairly 'confeſs Ignorance and 
Raſhneſo in ſuch a groſs Expreſſion, If there 
be Deſign in publiſhing ſuch Principles, after ſo 
many pretended Retractations, what a blaſphem- 
ous Evangeliſt muſt Mr. J/h:tefield be? If he be 
ready to correct his Errors, ſorry I am, that fo 
many Miniſters, and others, who are ſo much de- 
voted to him, e not more ſtrictly inſpect 
es and Prints, but inſtead of this, 

are 


} 
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are ſo much taken up in commending, and 


recommending kim and his Doctrine. A 
The Perfilvanian Gentlemen aſk Mr, White. 
Feld, whether or no, his calling, praying, faſting, 
hearing, reading and the Sacraments, not only 
Means, but alſo eſſential Ones too, be not popiſh 
Dialect ? We own the Means of Grace, and 
uſe of them, neceſſary to us, becauſe command- 
ed, but cannot God fave Men without them? 
Mr. Whitefield 's Amendment is like the Tink- 
ers, who amending one Hole, puts out another, 
all he fays, is, after eſſential ones too, inſert, © if 
« Perſons are capable of performing them. 
But let me here tranſcribe the reply of the 
Queriſts. © To try the patched Pot newly 
« mended, Sacraments are eſſential Means, if 


c Perſons are capable to perform them. If ſo, 


« what will become of the whole body of Mr, 
% Fhitefield's religious Quakers ? Is it not very 
« hard that they are all loft, through the indiſ- 
„ cernible Hole, after all the pains of Scouring 
„ and mending the cracked Por ? Is this your 
„ kindneſs to your Friends? Where is Bigotry 
„ now ? It Sacraments are eſſential Means, muſt 
it not follow, that all who partake of them 
are all ſaved, c. Will it not follow that all who 
<< are capable of partaking of the Ordinances, are 
<<: capable of pertoming ſomething that is eſſen- 
< tial to Salvation? For we muſt underſtand 
that they are ſpoken of, N eee What ſay 
<c you now, will it quit Coſt, to be at ſo much 
<< Charge to ſtrive to mend an old Popiſh Term? 
„ Or will it not be much better to exchange it 
for the true Proteſtent Term, neceſſary inſtead 
of eſtential ? For the Truth is, Ordinances 
5 | : >» are 
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nd e are neceffary, becauſe commanded, &c. ta nes. 
« glect them, when we may enjoy them, or ta 
to « deſpiſe them is a crying. Sin, but if they are 
g, ( eſſential to Salvation, how could the Thief on 
ly („the Croſs, or unbaptiſed Infants be - ſaved, . 
ſh 6, Is it a ſmall Matter, thus to offend againſt God, 
1d Ml © and the Generation of his Children, merely 
d- © for the Sake of ſymbolizing with Papiſts in a 
plain Error, &c ? } 1 K 8 
K* Do not the Queriſts juſtly obſerve how incon- 
r, BW fitent Mr. Whiteſield is with himſelf, in making 
if WW Gacraments eſſential Means of Salvation, when 
in his Journal he thinks the Notions of his Qua- 
he kers in French Bay, about walking, and being led 
ly by the Spirit, right and good; when yet they de- 
if nied the Sacraments, according to Mr. Whitefield, 
o, eſſential Means of Salvation; his Correction, to 
ir. them that are capable of performing them, 
ry vill not ſecure the Salvation of his ſpiritual Qua 
if kers, ſince they who deny an eſſential Mean of s 
bg Salvation, are not in a capacity of performing it, 
ur and ſince they deſpiſe an eſſential Mean of Salva- 
ry ton, what Spirit walk they by ? By what Spirit 
iſt are they guided? ſurely, not by the Spirit of 
m God, in whatever high eſteem their Spirit may be 
6 vith Mr. Mpiteſield. I am ſorry he hath ſuch a 
re Mixture of their Spirit. F 
n- I might further obſerve, on his Anſwers to the 
1d Penſiluanian Queries, and how much he hath ne- 
a0 gected to anſwer many of them, at the Time he 
ch hath but ſuperficially anſwered the moſt of them 3: - 
\? but this Enquiry ſwelling on my Hand, I wonld 
it I lay before you other unſound Articles, gathered 
ad I fiom his printed Performances; and ſome of them 
es but of a late Date, of which, I have not heard 
Wt > | | any 
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ally Retractation, and in ſome of which Errors, 


be doth with great Aſſurance perſiſt, 


How ill muſt Mr. J/hitefield be inſtructed in 
the chriſtian Syſtem, when his Errors do affect ſo 


great a Part of it? What an inconſiderate, or 


ill deſigning Preacher muſt he be, when, tho in 


one Part of his Works. he would ſeem Orthodox 


ik fome Points; in other Parts of them theſe are 


again deſtroyed. : 0 
For all the Orthodoxy he would ſometimes 


pretend about the Decrees, and God's diſtinguiſh- 


ing everlaſting Love; how doth he miſtake the 
Matter ? when P. 13. of his Sermon on what 
think ye of Chriſt ? He ſays, the Reaſon or 
« firſt Cauſe why the Son of God took on him 
our Nature was the Fall of our firſt Parents.“ 
Par is it from me to ſay with the old Schoolmen, 
or with the Socinians, that Jeſus Chriſt would 
have taken on him the Nature of Man, if Man 
had not finned, yet the firſt Cauſe was God's e- 
ternal Purpoſe of Love. John iii. 18. 1 Pet. i. 
19. 20. Eph. i. 4. Rom. viii. 30. Rom. v. 8, and 


many other Places. Let us hear our excellent 


Wefiminfter Confeſſion, Chap. 3. Sect. 5. 6, 
«© Thoſe of mankind who are predeſtinated unto 
<« Life, before the Foundation of the World was 
« laid. God according to his eternal immutable 
«© Purpoſe, and the ſectet Council and good Plea- 


«ſure of his Will, hath choſen in Chriſt to ever- 


et laſting Glory, out of his mere free Grace and 
po _ without any Foreſight of Faith or good 


64 Works, or Perſeverance in either of them, or 


« any other Thing in the Creature, as Conditi- 
4 ons or Cauſes moving him thereunto---- as 
* God hath appointed the Elect unto Glory, - 


. ©. 8 * — 
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« hath he by the eternal and moſt free Purpoſe 


« of his Will, forordained all the Means there- 


« unto. There cannot be any Thing plainer in 
Oppoſition to Mr. WVhitefield's Doctrine. Fo 


this agrees the Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 


land in their ſeventeenth Article. Predeſtinati- 
© 0n to Life, is the everlaſting Purpoſe of God 
hereby (before the Foundations of the World 
ere laid) he hath conſtantly decreed - by his 
Council Secret to us, to deliver from Curſe and 
„% Damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen in 


.« Chriſt out of Mankind, and to bring them by 


6 Chriſt to everlaſt ing Salvation, as Veſſels, 

“ to Honour. e 
As Mr, Mpbiteſſeld hath thus preached and prin- 

ted Erroneouſly concerning the firſt Cauſe of 

Chriſt's aſſuming the human Nature, ſo hath he 

done the ſame, concerning the Revelation of the 

eternal Deſign and Purpoſe of Grace, when 


P. 1, of his Sermon on the Eternity of hell Tor- 
ments, he ſays, ** The Excellency of the Goſpel 
+ Diſpenſation is evidenced by nothing more, 


„than theſe Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments it offers to the choice of it's Profeſſors, * 


How greedily would a Socinian ſwallow down 
this Doctrine, or any others who deny the Satis- 
faction of Chriſt ? Doth not the excellency of 
the goſpel Diſpenſation ly in the glad Tidings of 


great Joy, that to us is born a Saviour Jeſus the 


Lord, that he hath ſhed his Blood, and made 
Peace by his Death ? I allow all Regard to the 


ſanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments, revealed in 
the Word; but where ſhould be the Reward, if 


there had not been Attonement-? What Choice 


mould goſpel * make, if there were not 2 
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regenerating. Work of the Spirit, determining 
mem ? And therefore by theſe, more than any 
Thing elſe, the Excellency of the goſpel Diſpen- 
lation is evidenced, | | 
Doth Mr. #/#izzield broach his Miſtakes upon 
the Decree, and the Revelation of the Purpoſe of 
Grace? Hedoth ſo alſo, and that in a moſt  dan- 
| 2 W 215 upon the Means of our partaking of 
. Grace. Mr. Hhitefield lays ſometimes the moſt 
dangerous Errors befide ſome very precious 
Truth. We find him, P. 11. of his Sermon on 
Selt-⸗denial, ſpeaking about our being ſpiritual! 
Dead, and that the Power of raiſing the ſpiritual 
ly Dead, belongeth only to God, but he daſhes 
- all down again, P. 15. When Jeſus is about 
e to take Pofleflion of a converted Sinner's 
& Heart, Self-denyal like Fohu the Baptiſt 
& muft re the Way before him. Here a 
frange Potch, a Sinner converted, and Chriſt 
not as yet poſſeſſing his Heart; a Sinner con- 
verted, but yet Chriſt not poſſeſſing his Heart, 
till Self-denial like John the Baptiſt prepare 
the Way before him, Here the Plough 
beſore the Oxen, here the Effect before the 
Cauſe, till Chriſt poſſeſs our Hearts by his 
Spirit, there will be no Selt-denial, unleſs it be 
| 2 of a patcht Gown and dirty Shoes, and the 
What Mr. HÞitgfield had before ſaid of our be- 
ang ſpiritually dead, and that nothing but the 
Power of God can raiſe the ſpiritually dead; he 
weakens again, P. 16, Since we are fall'n, fickly, 
*< gifordered Creatures, this Self-ſuffering, Self-Re- 
*-nuntiation, are the indiſpenfible Means of reco- 
e yering our primitive Glory, In one Part 
1 | Won 
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would have us dead, in another Part, he would 
have us fickly, and diſordered, In one Part, he 
would only have us raiſed by the Power of God, 
in another Part, he makes Self-ſuffering, and Self- 
renuntiation, the indiſpenſible Means of our Re- 
covery, when it is utterly impoſſible that they 
who are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins can thus deny 
themſelves. | | | —* 
One would be ready to judge Mr. Whitefield 
moſt Orthodox P. 19. of that Sermon, when he 
ſays, ** Our Souls by Nature are in a ſpiritual 
« Dungeon, ſleeping and faſt bound between the 
« World, the Fleſh and the Devil, not with 
« two, but ten thouſand Chains of Luſts and 
“ Corruptions. ” All good, but how are we 
delivered? He ſays, Now Jeſus Chriſt like 


« St. Peter's good Angel by his Golpel, comes 


te and opens the Priſon Door, preſcribes Self-De- 
« nial, Mortification, Renuntiation of our ſelves, 
« and the World, as ſo many ſpiritual Keys which 
te will unlock our Sheckles, make them fall off 
« from our Hearts, and ſo reſtore us to the glo- 
% rious Liberty of the Sons of God. I think 
no Wonder that this be Mr. JYhitefield's Doctrine, 
fince he hath learned it from Dr. Scougal's Life of 
God in the Soul of Man, and hath formed his con- 
yerfional Experiences ſo much on that Book, 
which yet is recommended by Dr. Wiſßbart with- 
out any Animadverſion made by the Judicatures 
of the Church, alas ! how little is the Truth look- 
ed to? My Chains will never fall off, if Chriſt o- 
pen not the Priſon Door : If his. inſuperable 
Power, be not the Key to open the Priſon Door. 
Mr. WWhitefield's Doctrine, and that of our excel « 
tent Meſiminſter Confeſſion, are Antipodes, Chap, 
* * 9. Sect. 
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2 Sect. 3.“ Man by his Fall into a State of Sin, 
hath wholly loſt Ability of Will to any ſpirit- 
„ val good accompanying Salvation; ſo as a na- 
«< tural Man being altogether averſe from that 
4 good, and dead in Sin, is not able by his own 
< Strength to convert himſelf, or prepare him- 
4 felf thereunto. Sea. 4. When God converts 
« a Sinner, and tranſlates him into a State of 
Grace, he freeth him from his natural Bondage 
* under Sin; and by his Grace alone, enables 


« him freely to will, and to do that which is ſpi- 


4 ritually good. Yea his Doctrine is not a- 
greeable to the 107h Article of the Church of Ex- 


gland, which yet he pretends to have proven by 
- the Scriptures. viz. * The Condition of Man 


4 after the Fall of Adam is ſuch, that he cannot 


4 turn and prepare himſelf by his own natural | 


« Strength and good Works, to Faith and calling 
« upon God. herefore we have no Power to 
& do good Works pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
6 without the Grace of God by Chriſt prevent- 
© ing us, that we may have a good Will, and 
= working with us, when we have that good 
« Will. It might take a Volume to ſhew the 
Danger there is in this Doctrine of Mr. 7/hitfield's, 
and how inuch real Religion is indangered there- 
by, tho* while preaching ſuch Doctrine, he is 
making high Pretenſions to the Spirit, and of be- 
Ing an Inftrument of converting Souls; I would 
With to be tender of Judging about People's, Con- 
verſion to God, but I may here well uſe the 


Words of the Prophet Zech. iv. 6. Not by 
« Might, nor by Power, but my Spirit, faith the 
CC Lord, _ | 8 
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TfT knew not another Way of a Soul's Con- 
yerfion to God, than according to Mr. Mpite- 


fels Doctrine, I could not talk with any Con- 


iftency ſo aſſuredly of an Intereſt in Chriſt, as he 
doth in his Letter to Mr. John Weſhy, December, 
1740, P. 21. For theſe five or fix Years, I 
« have received the Witneſs of God's Spirit, 
« ſince that, I have not doubted a Quarter of an 
« Hour of having an Intereſt in Chriſt. For 
by the fame Means, Iam recovered out of the Pri- 
ſon of Sin, and reſtored to the glorious Liberty ot 
the Sons of God; by theſe Means, am I preſerv- 
ed in that State ; now, if my own Deeds, namely 
my Self-ſuffering, and Self-renuntiation, be the 
Key to the one, they are the Preſervative to the 
other, and if ſo, how can a Man on ſuch a ſlippe- 
ty Bottom have Aſſurance, eſpecially ſuch a long 
continued Run of it ? + - 
But this brings me to another of Mr. J/bitefield'* 
Errors, which reſpects Faith, and affects the Evi- 


| dence of our Intereſt in Chriſt, P. 18. ofthat Ser- 


mon, What think ye of Chriſt ? In the very Mo- 
ment we apprehend Chriſt's Righteouſneſs by a 
* lively Faith, we ſhall be aſſured that the Blood of 
% Chriſt hath cleanſed us from all Sin. Now 
he ſpeaks of apprehending the Righteouſneſs of 
Carift by a true and lively Faith, different Doc- 
trine from the ſormer, ſtill ſerving to diſcover his 
medley and mixture of Orthodoxy and Hetero- 
doxy, but even here, he cannot ſpeak without a- 
nother Error, leaping from one Extreme to ano- 
ther, and leaving his Readers at an uncertainty, 
whether the one or the other, is his ſtated or fixed 
Principle. The Doctrine of the one Sermon is 
calculated to an Arminian, and the Doctrine of 
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the other to an Antinomian "Taſte, I might en- 
large on this, as on every other Article, but how. 
ever much an eſteemed Evangeliſt Mr. Mpiteßeld 
is, among them who call themſelves Preſbyteri- 
ans; this Doctrine is in the ſtrongeſt Terms dif. 
ferent from the Doctrine of our excellent ft. 
minſter Confeſhon, Chap. 18. Sect. 3. This in- 
& fallible Aſſurance doth not ſo belong to the Eſ- 
«© ſence of Faith; but that a true Believer may 
& wait long, and conflict with many Difficulties, 
© before he be Partaker of it. | 

The Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt apprehend- 
ed by Faith is the alone Foundation of my Hope, 
but what ſhall IJ think of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, in 
that conſummating Act of his paſhve Obedience 
upon the Croſs, if I adopt that dangerous Aﬀerti- 
on of his, P. 6. of his Sermon in OFober laſt, on 
Cant. v. 16. That the Divinity is drawn from 
« Chrift, and he is put to cry, my God, Oc. 
& Tf I interpreted that Cry, my God, why halt 
ee thou forſaken me? As fignifying the Divini- 
&« ties being drawn from Chriſt, then the Suffer- 
& ings of Chriſt upon the Croſs, were the Suffer- 
c ings of a mere Man, and ſo not meritorious, * 


This I think may be well added to his other Ei- 


rors. | | 
Mr. Whitefield in his Anſwer to the Penſilvan- 
jan Queriſts, pretends to correct theſe Words in 


his Marks of the new Birth, * We ſhall endure 
c to the End, if we continue ſo. ? | think it | 


not right for him to pretend a favourable Inter- 


pretation of theſe Words, which are ſo ſtrong in 


Prejudice of the precious and comfortable .Doc- 
trine of the Perſeverance of the Saints ; but his 
Farewell Sermon at Edinburgh, in October * 75 
* 5 — 83 n 3 ; 8 1 3 th, 
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found Mind, that they muſt aſk. amiſs who aſk 


W 
Phil. i. 27. 28, if it have any Senſe in it, or can 
convey any diſtinct Idea to his Hearers or Read- 
ers, looks as unfavourably upon this precious Doc- 
tine, P. 3. It is much on my Soul, leaſt any 
4 of you ſhould walk diſorderly, after you have 
« had conyerting Grace, and ſhould ſhew the 
„ World, you had only a common Work. No 
Doubt they who have had converting Grace, may 
walk diſorderly, and the World may conclude, 
that they never had converting Grace, but only 
that it was a common Work; but a walking diſ- 
orderly after converting Grace, is no Evidence 
that it was a common Work, or that they who 
had once converting Grace are now falPn from it 
to the Condition of them that had only a common 
Work; but I ſtay not on this Expreſſion, ſince 
it ſeems equally defective of Senſe and Orthodoxy. 
Mr, Whitefield is no leſs injurious to the Me- 
rit and Interceſſion of Chrift, on the Head of the 
Acceptance and Influence of the Prayers of a 
righteous Man, than he is to the Power of Grace 
in the Converſion of Sinners, when he ſaith in his 
Sermon for praying for others; 1 cannot but 
recommend to you one general Mean to make 
* your Prayers effeQtual, that is, to lead ſuch 
“Lives as to make your Prayers accepted in the 
te beloved, The effectual fervent Prayer of the 
“ righteous Man availeth much, it is this, it is 
this, my Brethren muſt make your Interceſſi- 
ons pierce the Clouds, for the Prayers of the 
„wicked are an Abomination to the Lord. 
Here are ſome ſcripture Expreſſions mixed with 
his own Leaven, who will diſpute it, that is of a 
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not in Faith? That it is only they who pray 


( '94 ) 
in the Name of Chriſt, in a Dependence ort 
his Merit, that can. be accepted? But if 
we ſay that our holy Lives make our Pray. 
ers accepted in the Beloved, what do we, but mix 
our holy Lives, and the Merit of Chriſt together, 
as the Ground of our Acceptance? Why are 
the Sacrifices of the wicked an Abomination, 
but that they are not in Faith? Why are the 
Prayers of the righteous Man fo available, but that 
he pleads not his own, but Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs, as the Reaſon of his Acceptance ? But what 
ſays Mr, Mpiteſield? It is this, it is this, (your 
holy Lives,) that muſt make your Interceſſion 
| Pierce the Clouds. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Angel of the Covenant, who offers up the Prayers 
of the Saints with the Incenſe of his Merit, Rv, 
viii. it is the Smoak of that Incenſe which drings 
up their Prayers before the Throne, and not the 
Holineſs of their Lives. | | 
How far Mr. Mbhitzſſeld goes to meet the Pa- 
piſts, in their Doctrine of the Efficacy of the Or- 
dinance, it's depending on the Adminiſtrator, 
will be beſt determined by his own Words, but 
whether his Friends will admit of his ſwey ing io 
the popiſh Error in this, or not, they will not be 
able to purge him from the Error of the Dona- 
tiſts on this Head, in his Sermon at Glaſgow, 
Septr. 12, 1741. on Luke iv. 18. 19. P. 6. It 
66 is abſolutely neceſſary before a Miniſter under- 
take to preach the Goſpel, that he have an ex- 
% perimental Acquaintance with Jeſus Chriſt, 
«P,8.. It is indeed impoſſi le in the very Na- 
& ture of Things, that a Man ſhould preach 


„ Chriſt who doth not know him, P. 10. It is 


6 the Opinion of the reformed Chnpehes, [Out 
5 | | 66 ths 


Coe Y 


the holy Ghoſt is abſolutely neceſſary before a | 
« Man take on him the Office of a Miniſter, P. 


u unconverted Men. | 


« 12, I believe God doth not convert others by 


That Miniſtersſhould be holy Men, and Men full 


of the holy Ghoſt, and that the Credit and Succeſs 


ofthe Goſpel is much hindered by the Unholineſs 
o Minifters ; this we have held, before we heard 


_ 


Mr. Mpitefield's Name, and we do lament it, 
that there is much Cauſe to fear, that many ruſh 
nto the Miniſtry, before they have experimental 
kequaintance with Jeſus Chriſt ; but ſince the 


Hicacy of the Ordinances depends not on the Ad- 
niniſtrator, but the Power of God; Mr. W/hite- 


fuld ſweys to the Papiſts, in this his Doctrine, 


or becauſe of the alleged Succeſs of his Miniſtry, 


be would have this looked upon as a Token of his 


king a converted Man, and full of the holy Ghoſt ; 
only it is unlucky for him, that he forgets, that 


he hath told us in the Account of God's Dealings 


vith his Soul, P. 20. that he himſelf was made 


n Inſtrument of converting one, and this before 


the Spirit had taken Poſſeſſion ot his Soul, as P. 


33. How ignorantly doth he ſpeak, when he 


ſays, „ that it is impoſſible in the very Nature 


of Things, that a Man ſhould preach Chriſt, 
«who doth not know him. ** When there can be 


nothing more certain than this, that an unregenerate 
Man may have great Gifts, and much Orthodoxy in 


lis Judgement, and it is paſt Debate, that Judas 


preached the ſame Doctrine with the other Diſ-. 


ciples of Chriſt, But beſides this, Mr. 7hitefield 


makes the moſt affronted Diſcovery of his Igno- 


ance that can be, when he ſays, That this is 


; 


« the 


the Opinion of the reformed- Churches, that 


_ Cm I 
ce the holy Ghoſt is abſolutely neceſſary, before 
cc 4 Man * on him the Office of - Mini- 
c ſter, *” This is ſo far from being true, that it 
is not the Opinion of the Church of England, 
whole Articles he pretends to have proven by the 
Scriptures. Let us read their 26. Article.“ Al- 
<« tho' in the viſible Church the Evil be ever 


«© mingled with the good, and ſometime the E- 8 


« vil have chief Authority in the Miniſtration 
« of Word and Sacraments, {yet ſoraſmuch as 
ce they do not the ſame in their own Name, 
c but Chriſt's, and do Miniſter by his Commiſ. 
« ſion and Authority, we may uſe their Mini- 
6 ſtry, both in the hearing the Word of God, 

« and in receiving the Sacraments. Neither is 
ec the Effect of Chriſt's Ordinance taken away 
« by their Wickedneſs, nor the Grace of 
4 God's Giſt diminiſhed from ſuch, as by 
« Faith, and rightly do receive the Sacraments 
«« miniſtred unto them, which be effectual be- 
« cauſe of Chriſt's Inſtitution and Promiſe, altho' 
« they be miniſtred by evil Men. What a 
Reproach do the Miniſters and Profeſſors in 
Scotland bring themſelves under, who ſet up this 
ignorant Man as ſome uncommon Perſon, who 
ſtrolling about ſrom Place to Place, preaches 
down the Article, he fays, he had proven by the 


Scriptures, and who pours out ſuch a Flood of: 


Popiſh Nonſenſe. 


But this is not all wherein he Favours them, 
altho* he hath not as yet got their Doctrine of 
auricular Confeflion in Form to obtain, that 
People may diſcloſe the Secrets of their Hearts 
to the Prieſt, he is preparing the Way ſor this 
Doctrine, when P. 16, of his Letter to the — 
1 | Cletles, 


G 3. 
deties, he would have them, Forming them 
« ſelves into little Companies of four or five. 
& each, to meet once a Week, to tell each other 
4 what is in your Hearts. All the Difference 
in the Confeſſion here, from the Popiſh is, that 
this is made to four, or five ; the Popiſh is made: 
to the Prieſt ; who pretends he is under a Bond 
of Secreſy, but here no ſuch Bond, ſo that if Mr. 
Whitefeld's Directions ſhall obtain, he may find 
out all the Secrets that are upon the Hearts of 


his Votaries, by cultivating Intimacy with one or 


other of the Number conſtituting ſuch Societies. 


But tho' Mr. //itefield hath in his Doctrine 


or Journals, Letters or weekly Hiſtories been ſo 
complaiſant to Papiſts, Quakers, and different 
Denominations of Proteſtants, ſhall it be alleged 
that he gives any Strokes in Favour of Deiſts 2 


dome may fay, it cannot be that ſuch a zealous 


Evangelift as he, will do that. Well then, if he 
do not that, I wiſh any Perſon would explain to 
me, the Words, P. 23. 24. of his adopted and 
applauded Extract, annexed to his Letter to the 
Societies. There is therefore a catholick Spirit, 
« a Communion of Saints in the Love of God 
„and all Goodneſs, which no one can learn 
from that which is called Orthodoxy in parti- 
4 cular Churches, but is only to be had by a to- 
“ tal dying to all wordly Views, by a pure Love 
* of God, and ſuch an Unction from above; as 
« delivers the Mind from all Selfiſhneſs, and 


e makes it love Truth and Goodneſs, with an 


Equality of Affection in every Man, whether 
he be Chriſtian, Jew, or Gentile. This 


atholick Spirit of Mr, 7/hizefield's, is to promote 
«Communion of Sain in the Loye of God = 


ax => => 


— 


EEE] 
— 


_ ” — — — - — - _ - —. 
= 5 Sj ” 28 — . = IF R 
= L > .- Y "=p —- - 
- . 2 b * 2 
Son wor _- == a — 2 8 
2 a . T EEE = $a nur ca Das 
©; 3 
r ———— — — 2 === 
2 == > 
Ee I = —— — — — — 
— x — - ind as 44-4 _ 
=D Brig. IEC 2 


44471896 


— > * 5 ——— — — — 
= - = = 5 — TOE — 
- — — — 
2 + : NT — — "= .-- 
© > 5 - 1 8 2 ot — * 
3 : 1 - 
£24 « == 2 = = - - = 
— — . = — — — 
- — — & — 
— "2: - _ 
7 — — 2 5 
8 == * — a, _ 


— 5 — 8 3 
2 > S I= 3 2 - —— 
= — rr * T 
— = —_— Fx. 2-2 = 822 — — 2 
* - 22 * * * * —— >. — 
— 2 — —— — 2 
2 5 — — 2 —— 
— ———— —__ — — - b - — A 
— Pp —— ad - 
— — — 
2 = * 


— 


— 


Ee 


ER K -] 


- 


all Goodneſs, in every Man whether he be Chriſt- 
ian, Jew, or Gentile. Mr. Ipiteſeld's catho- 
lick Charity then, promotes the Communion of 
Saints, but what Saints ? chriſtian Saints, jewiſh 
Saints, heathen Saints ; this his catholick Chari- 
ty is in downright Contradiction to the 1875 Ar. 
ticle of the Church of England, which he hath 
proved by the Scriptures. ** They are to be held 
& as accurſed, who preſume to ſay, that every 
& Man ſhall be ſaved by the Law or Se& which 
7 he profeſſeth, ſo as he be diligent to Frame his 
& Life according to that Law, and the light of 
Nature. For holy Scripture doth ſet out un- 
&. to us only the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby, 
& Men muſt be ſav en. 
After Mr. J/hitefield's Account of his catholick 
Charity, and catholick Communion with chriſti- 
an Saints, jewiſh Saints, and heathen Saints, one 
needs not wonder ro find him endeavouring to e- 
Rabliſh a Communion bertwixt Papiſts and Pro- 


teſtants, read his Words in his applauded Ex- 


tract, P. 23. “ I will venture to fay, that if 
each Church ſhould produce but one Man a 
& Piece, that had the Piety of an Apoſtle, aud 
& the impartial Love of the firſt Chriſtians, in 
& the firſt Church at Feruſalem, that a Prote- 
„ ſtant and a Papiſt of this Stamp, would not 
& want half a Sheet of Paper to hold their Arti- 
& cles of Union, nor be half an Hour before 
they were of one Religion. 

- Altho* the Revd. Mr. Webſter of Edinburgh 
in a Poſtſcript to a late printed Letter of his, hath 
Writen one of the moſt bitter Invectives, that e- 
ver I faw, againſt the Revd. Mr. Gib's Perfor- 
| Fpice Relative to Mr, Whitefield, I have = 


2 — = 2 2 * * 1 2 


= _  Y 


„ 1 
ome Copy of that Book preſerved from the Flames, 
to which I ſhew that Reſpect as to tranſcribe a 
little of what he ſays, on this preſently mentioned 
Potrine, adopted by Mr. Mpitefſeld. How then 
« would this Union and Oneneſs between the 
% Papiſt and the Proteſtant be effeCtuate ? The 
« Papiſt behooved not to urge the Proteſtant to 
« become Papiſt, this would contradict univerſal 
« Love : Neither muſt the Proteſtant urge the 
« Papiſt to become Proteſtant, this ſtill drubbs 
« the darling of univerſal Love, We have not 
« yet hit the Myſtery, he that would like as God 
« likes, and condemn as God condemns, muſt 
& neither have the Eyes of the Papiſt, nor 
« of the Proteſtant, as P. 25. of Mr. Hpite- 


& fields Extract. If this whole helliſn Doctrine 


„have any Senſe, the Union and Oneneſs of Re- 
& ligion muſt come about this Way; the Papiſt 
« and Proteſtant would mutually drop every 
« Thing that is oppoſite in Popery and Proteſtan- 
« cy, retaining nothing but their apoſtolick 
« Piety, and primitive Impartiality of Love 
“(both which may, it ſeems ſtill remain intire) 
% and both would ly indifferenced, upon this 
“ (Utopian) Center of Piety and Love. There 
needs no Addition to this, and I ſhould have been 


forry, if the Sentence of the Revd, Mr. Webſter, 


had been executed upon it. „„ 
After what hath been taken Notice of, it needs 
be no Surprize to find this zealous like Reformer 


preaching up an unbounded Toleration, and pray- 


ing as in his adopted Extract, P. 27. That e- 
« very Church may have its Saints, that God's 
* Kingdom may come, his Will be done in e- 


* yery Diviſion of Chriſtians and Men. Do 


1 2 not 
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6 | 
not Socinians profeſs Chriſtianity, tho? they de- 
ny the Deity of Jeſus Chriſt, what means his 


ng t 

Prayer, if it be not that there may be ſocinian »* 
Saints? | 5 rite - 
If the Author meant, that they might be re- noth 

* cover'd from their Errors, the Prayer had been Ml the | 
commendable ; but the Prayer is, that every Ml fecre 
Church, every profeis'd Church, may have their Ml ing t 
Saints, and to limit his Meaning, he wiſhes, that ner, 
God's Kingdom may come, and his Will be Ml refid 
2 done in every Diviſion of Chriſtians and Men.“ ons: 
If God's Kingdom come, and his Will be done ite 
in every Diviſion of Chriſtians and Men, then, WM © E 
we muſt have chriſtian Saints, Fervifh Saints, MW hou 
Heathen Saints, Mahometan Saints, for all theſe Ml How 


are within the Compaſs of every Diviſion of Men, Wl trine 

I eannot put another Meaning upon the Words, nen 

for if they ſhould fignify a Prayer for Recovery Wl Jb., 

from the dangerous Diviſion they are of, then it . 

had not been, that God's Will might be done in WW dt 

every Diviſion of Chriſtians and Men, for this ad- bin 

-mits, that the Will of God may be done among M 1 

them; to whatever Part of the Diviſion of Men, M 

or Chriſtians they do belong, and is obviouſly the W and 

meaning of the Extract. But to put the matter be- I. 

vond all Doubt, as to his unbounded and extravagant WW © b 

Toleration, in his laſt American Journal, giving “ o 

an Account of the five thouſand Acres of good W* C 

Ground which he hath bought on Delaware Ri- wha 

ver, he ſays, That here he reſolves that all O- M* a 

-Pinions ſhall be fre. Here Mr. Whitefield tl 

- Foes beyond all the Patrons of Toleration that I W* © 

| -remembet of, who are fatisfied, if in the Coun- M* 6 

trys, Where they live, they have Liberty for W* 2 

| their ſeyeral Opinions, tho' they be not _— 63 
; 0 . 0 


"(267 0 


is ing the Minds of the People of a Land differing 
nW in their Opinions; but to buy Ground, and in- 
rite Men of all Opinions to dwell upon it, is a- 
nother Thing: I wiſh Mr. J#/hitefield have not 
the Improvement of his Ground, or ſome other 
kcret Deſign more in his Eye, than the promot- 
ing the Truth of the Goſpel : a ſtrange Refor- 
mer, to invite Blaſphemers of the Son of God to 
reſide on his Ground, this muſt be, if all Opini- 
ons are there to be free. I hope he doth not in- 
rite Hereticks there to admoniſh them, and then 


ſhould do this, he would ſpoil his Invitation. 
How far his Proclamation agrees with the Doc- 
rine of God's Word, I ſhall without any Com- 
ment (for truly it needs none) refer you to, 2 
John x. 11. If there come any unto you, and bring 

it ut this Doctrine, receive bim not into your Houſe, 

n neither bid him God ſpeed - for he that biddeth 

-In God ſpeed, is Partaker of his evil Deeds. 

g I hope further, it will not be denied, that Mr. 
1, Miteſield is a promoter of the Engliſb Forms, 
1c ud Ceremonies; he ſays in one of his Journals 
41739, P. 2. I have no Objection againſt. 
1t WM © but highly approve of the excellent Liturgy 
g WM © of our Church, would Miniſters lend me their 
d WM © Churches to uſe it in. In his Sermon on 
i- hat think ye of Chriſt ? P. 23. he ſays, I 
-L am fully perſuaded, that it is not ſo much on 
a the Account of the Rites and Ceremonies, as 
I W* of our not preaching the Truth as it is in Je- 
- WI © fus, that ſo many diflent from the Church of 
England. Is it not our Principle, whatever 


live in a Country of another Opinion, Tole- 
. litions have been granted under Pretence of quiet- 


% Excommunicate them, if not reclaimed, if he 
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be Mr. M biteſſeld's, as in our excellent Veſiminſſe- 
Confeſſion, Chap 21. Sect. 1. That the ac- 
_ «© ceptable Way of Worſhipping the true God, 
is inſtituted by himfelf, and fo limited by 
his own revealed Will; that he may not be 
«©. worſhipped according to the Imagination and 
„Devices of Men. We cannot diſtinguiſh 
this from the Truth as it is in Jeſus, as Mr. 
Hhitefield doth, we think this a Part of the Truth 
of Jeſus. _ | 


I hope Retractations will not be alleged on this 


Head, ſince in his Anſwers to the Penſilvanian 
Queries, he hath lookt over this, and given no 


Anſwer. But as, when in England he practiſes B 


their Rites, Ceremonies, and Forms of Worſhip ; 


Jo in Scotland now and then, when he thought it 
convenient, he hath ſometimes from one Text, 


Jometimes from another, paped out ſome Expreſ- 
ſons to ſoften his Scotiſb Hearers with Reſpect to 
Forms, and yet they have not left off Hearing 
Him, read P. 11. of his Sermon on the Parable of 
the Virgins. The Wiſe had their Lamps as 
„ well as the Fooliſh -- for Chriſtianity doth not 
cc require to caſt off outward Forms we may 
© uſe Forms and not be formal. For Inſtance, 
c it is poſſible to worſhip God in a ſet Form of 
c Prayer, and yet Worſhip him in Spirit and 
„ in Truth, and therefore Brethren let us not 
< judge one another --- the wiſe Virgins had 
e their Lamps, herein did not ly the Difference 
between them, that the one worſhipped with a 
Form, the other not. Mr. Jhitefield's Com- 
ment on this Parable that the Virgins uſed ſet 
Forms, is new, for by Lamps is meant a Profeſſion 


of Religion, and not ſet Forms of Prayer. I know. 


fi 
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ho Man of true underſtanding that will judge the 
State of another, becauſe of his praying by ſtat- 
ed Forms, yet this ſhould not reſtrain him from 
witnefſing againſt preſcribed Forms. Since the 
toleration Act, they have got too much Footing 
among us, and it is well ſeen how much the ſpi- 
fituality of Worſhip hath been on the Decline 
fince, we had no need of Mr, J/hitzfield to ſmooth 
Men in to an Indifferency about them; the next 
Step will be a practiſing of them, for now his Fol- 
lowers that were diſsffected to that Way of Wor- 
ſhip are become chiller on that Head, and others of 
them ſpeak favourably, But I forget, my Pur- 
poſe is not to ſtay to reaſon every Point, but to 
verify my Inſtances. - „ | 

Tell me Sir, if it can be thought a ſeaſonable Of- 
fice to call in Mr. J/hitefieldtoreclaim trom narrow 
Ways of thinking, when a ſlack Way of thinking is 
ſo juſtly compained of ; and when ſo few are ſtand- 
ing up for the covenanted Reformation-work in 
$2tland, and they are perſecuted and depoſed who 
do it? Tho! Mr. pages cg holds ſtill with the 
Church of England that licenſed him to preach, is 
he not yet going about preaching an Indifferency 
about the Government of Chriſt's Houſe: ? As if 
to contend for it, were no more than a contending 
about Meats and Drinks, and as he preached in 4 
berdeen on Rom. xiv. 17. that we are not to con- 
tend about what we may go to Heaven with- 
out, and in his Conference with Dr. Cutler in 
new England, ** That our Lord never required 
* his Diſciples to be one in that; yea, that it 
* never was his Intent. This was not the 
Mind of the Compilers of the Veſminſter Con- 
ſellon, Chap. 30th Sect, 1. The Lord Jeſus: 
EQ 11 | | 5 66 as | 


| C 104 ) 
« as King and Head of the Church, hath there. 
<< '1n appointed a Government in the Hand of 
„church Officers, diſtinct from the civil Magji- 
< ſtrate, ?** Could ſuch be of Opinion, that the 


Government of the Church was an arbitrary in- 
different Thing ? . 


But I muſt make up, being now wearied in 


earneft, only before I leave the Head of Doctrine, 
I maſt notice two Excuſes that Mr, Sphiteffeld, u- 
ſually offers, when attacked about his Doctrine, 
namely, 1. That he hath retracted, or is 
% ready to retract his Errors, when ſhown him, 
% 2, That many Things wrong in his Expreſſi- 
& ons are the Effects of his corrupt Education. 

To theſe I would anſwer, that he hath not 
ſhown ſuch a pliable retracting Humour, in his 
Anſwers to the Penſilvanian Queries as he pre- 
tends. Again, if he be now better inſtructed he 
ought to fo!low Auguſtine's Example, to write a 
Book of Retractations, and this of his own Ac- 


cord, for his quitting what he cannot hold, when 


found Fault with, is not a very fatisfying Way, 
But in the next Place, that he might undeceive 
our Preſbyterians, who were fond to think he 
would be no more of the Church of England, nor 
for ſome looſe Things beſides, no ſooner is he 
come'to Scotland, than he reprints his Letter to 
the Societies, with the ſcandalous Extract. As 
for his Excuſe for the Prejudices of his Educati- 
on, he ſhould either (he is not ſo far advanced in 
Years) have been better inſtructed before he had 
entred into the Miniſtry, or he ſhould not have 
pretended to ſuch an uncommon Meaſure of the 
Spirit of God, when he was going about preach- ' 
ing damnable Doctrine. But what tho? 2 lath 
© 5; „ 
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„ 
ſuperficially retracted ſome Things, or doth 
pretend a Readineſs to retract other Errors, ſince 
the Time hath been, that any One of the above 
mentioned Errors would have depoſed any Mini- 
fer of the Church of Scotland. Have theſe Mi- 
niſters, Elders and Profeſſors, who invited ſuch an 
jenorant, unſound Preacher to Sco!land, ſhown a 
due Concern for our Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
pline and Government? If Mr, Whitefield's Or- 
thodoxy be to be truſted, let him retract his Er- 
tors before any. Preſbyterian Judicature, and be 
accountable to them for his Doctrine and con- 
duct; but to be going about from Country to 
Country, and Place to Place, preaching at Ran- 
dom, and only quitting what he cannot hold, 
when found Fault with, is of ſuch dangerous 
Conſequence, as might call both Paſtors and 
People to their Feet, if both wiſe and fooliſh. Vir- 
gins were not ſlumbering and ſleeping ; and while 
K is thus with them, this transformed Enemy is 
ſowing Tares. | 

But to proceed, if Immorality and Irregularity - 
in his Life and Conduct, doth appear from His 
own printed Performances, they have the leſs to 
anſwer, who join in Communion with him in 
the Ordinances of the Goſpel, I am very un- 
willing to attack any Man in ſuch a tender and 
delicate Point, if it were not to offer a Check to 
his high Pretenſions, and to ſhew their Raſhneſs 
who enquire not into the Matter. 
When I read ſome of Mr, Jhitefield's Prints, 


Tam not able to purge him from ſome of thoſe 


Characters in 2. Tim, iii, 2, 3. Boaſters, 
proud, heady, high minded. With how 
much of vain Glory doth Mr. -7/þ:teficld write 

| N | in 


C 166 ) 
in his Journals, Letters and weekly Hiſtories] 
tho? there were not another Proof than his Lette 
in "+108 laſt to Mr, Abbot ? *I was filled with the 
„ holy Ghoſt, - the holy Ghoſt overſhadow 
ed us, ------ I prayed with Power, ” Rut 
to make a Collection of ſuch of his Words, would 
need a Book by it ſelf. Number 21. of his week- 
ly Hiſtory, in his Letter to Howe! Harris. ] 
have a conſtant Levee of wounded Souls, 
« I walk continually in the Comforts of the ho- 
« ly Ghoſt. ” A better Fellow muſt Mr. Wpite- 
feld be, than the Apoſtle Paul. | 


Taking his Leave of his Friends at Bexley, and | 


Graveſend, Anno, 1739. he fays, their Hearts 
« were ready to break with Sorrow. But God I 


« hope, will ſupply my Abſence, by raiſing up} 


<« more Miniſters to go out and in before them. 
Wo's me ! are Goſpel Miniſters ſo very ſcarce 
in England? But it ſeems Mr. Hhitefield looks 
on the Caſe as no better in Stotland, in his Fare. 
wel Sermon at Edinbzrgh, October 1741. And 
& if it be God's Will that your Rejoycing may 
& be for me whether I will be here or not ; draw 
% me by your Prayers, and if you will wreſtle 


c with God by Prayer, then the Lord Jeſus Chr. 


“ may reſtore me to you. He muſt needs 
think himſelf, a very neceſſary Man, where it 
cannot be denied there are many goſpel Miniſters, 
and where there was no need of the like of him ; 
for once more, ſee the Image of the boaſting, 
vain glorious Thing, P. 18. of the ſame Sermon. 
« You Pray, and I will Fight. But a Col- 

lection on this Head would be almoſt endleſs. 
Mr. Whitefield diſcovers much Bitterneſs and 
Uncharitableneſs of Spirit, under a 1 of 
; ove 


ee 

Love and Humility. Read but for a Specimen 
tis Anſwer to the Penſilvanian Queriſts.“ Some 
4 of the latter Part of your Queries, for your own 
and not for my Sake, I ſhall not mention, I 


« gel, Is y our Servant a Dog that he ſhould do 


_ # what you ſuggeſt, but I pray God forgive you 
8 I „he knows my Heart, I wiſh the Preſbyte 


had adviſed you againſt dipping your Pen in fo 
„ much Gall ; ſurely your Informations are 
contrary to Charity. I can ſee nothing in 
heir Queries but what is diſcreet, but their Re= 
urn is the beſt Commentary on Mr. Mpiteffeld's 
Words. As to your appropriating to your ſelt 
& the Words of Hazael, and your profeſſing Sin- 
* cerity in your doing ſo, God alone is Judge of 


* One or the other; till you tell us the Particulars 
* you levell at; only we would aſk you, whether 
this be the Proof of the reality of your high 


* your Prayers to God for Forgiveneſs to us, we 
cannot but look upon it as a weak, if not a 
© wicked Way of Arguing. For if we have 
* wronged your Words, why do ye not 
* ſhew us, wherein, and fairly copvince us 
* of our Error; If you cannot, at' leaſt, do 
* not that; is it not wrong to make Uſe of 
God's Name, and the Ordinance of Prayer, 
© in Order to caſt an Odium upon your Fellow- 


1. W © Words, when you cannot, at leaſt do not, 
« fix on the offenſive Words? It is uſual 


when he cannot anſwer them, than which there 
WEST | | Can= 


« hope I can ſay with more Sincerity then Hax- 


„both, we do not defire to meddle with the 


Pretenſions to good Humour, Sc? As for 


n. © Chriſtians, as if we were Tranſgreſſors in 


with Mr, Mpiteſteld to pretend to pray for People 


EC. 5 
cannot be a greater Expreſſion of a ſly and bitter 
Spirit. | 5 8 

Iam unwilling to bring a Charge of tricking 
and Diſhoneſty againſt him, I wiſh he may ſtand 
clear of all theſe, when his Books are balanced. 
What little Deſigns muſt he needs have in his 
Eye by his weekly Hiſtory, giving an Account of 
the late Succeſs of the Goſpel, when many Things 
are ingroſſed there, that are but Collections from 
his other Letters and Journals, yea ſome Things 
in ſome of the Numbers, have no Relation to the 
Title. For a Specimen. Numbers 38. and 39. 
contain an excellent Letter of Mr. Rutherfoord's 
to his Pariſhioners an hundred Years ago. I can- 
not find here any Hiſtory or Prophecy of the 
preſent Succeſs of the Goſpel. I am not ſhort of 


Inſtances of this Kind. If Miniſters were to! 


print all the good Letters they may reccive, they 
might write an Hiſtory liker a true Account of 
Goſpel Succeſs, than Mr. J#/hitefield's amuſing 
Story. But they are fo ſenſible of the Unſucceſ- 
fulneſs of the Goſpel, that they will not boaſt on 
ſuch ſlight Grounds. I wiſh they who are good 
Accomptants would impartially read over tlie 
firſt printed Account of the Money collected for 
his Orphan ' Houſe, particularly from December 
1738. to Auguſt 1739. and compare therewith 
the Collections for that End mentioned in his 
Journals for theſe Months, and then tell me if 
Matters (however artfully) be truly ballanced. 
How ſtrange is it for him to tell the World 
that he was 800 IL. Sterl, in Debt for that 
Houſe, when yet, he a poor Lad, but ſix or ſeven 
Years ago, living on Charity, had Money enough 
to buy five thouſand Acres of good Land, on 
"IE" Delawar 


dent from his J as; that tho” he took a Charge 
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Delaware River. By what is lately publiſhed his 
Debt is reduced to 600 J. Sterl. have all his vaſt 
Collections in Scotland laſt Year, made no great- 
er Reduction on the Debt? He begins to adver- 
tie for more Money and Goods, tho? he owns 
his Family is removed from Georgia, becauſe they 
will need ſome other Place. W hat is there to 
hinder their Settlement on his Acres on Delaware 
River ? It is true, Exgliſb Men will not ſerve fo 
drudgingly on his Ground as Negroes, for whom 
he pretends great chriſtian Deſigns. Let People 
give away their Money as they pleaſe, but what- 
ever become of the Orphan- houſe, it is Evident 
Mr. Whitefield hath in five Years time, collected 
himſelf rich. We commonly ſay, he is a ſorry 
Cook who may not lick his own Fingers, but the 
Apoſtle Paul when he contributed for the poor 


Saints, was not ſo expenſive a Servant as Mr. 


Whitefield ; nor did he and others take that Truſt 


upon them, but as they were choſen of the Church=- 


es, 2 Cor, viii. 19. Mr. J/hitefield hath not gone 
ſo orderly to Work, ; 
What Faithfulneſs or Care hath Mr. Wpitefſeld 
ſhown about the Souls, that were committed to 
his Truſt at the Savannah? He tells us in his laſt 
American Journal, that God called him not 
to ſettle but to evangeliſe, therefore he gives 
é up with his Charge. Pretenſions to God's 
Call for warranding ſuch diſorderly Practices hath 
ſomething in it ſo very bad, that I have not a 
fenificative enough Name for it. No Doubt, 
it he dealt with any Integrity, he thought that 
God once called him to ſettle, but now he finds 
God called him not to ſettle. It is likewiſe Evi- 


in 


F 
In Georgia, he minded not any Thing, leſs than 
it, he runs through the Country, pretending 
Zeal for winning Souls to Chriſt, but neglects 
And deſerts the Souls that were committed to his 
FT ruſt. . 5 
1 may add to the former as a juſt Exception a- 
gainſt his Character and Conduct, that at the 
Time he pretends great Zeal for winning Souls to 
Chrift, he imploys his Time and Labour, where 
there is leaſt need for him. Surely if he purſued 
"honeſtly this End, he had found it more needful! 
to Stay in America, than come to England; and 


"that many Places in England, who have ſo little 


of the * Goſpel preached to them, ſtood in more 
need of him than Scotland, and that more remote 


and deſtitute Corners in Scotland, had more need of | 


him, than Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Dundee, &c. where 
Mr. Mbiteſßeld labours ſo abundantly, and more 
"abundantly than in America, where, in a Country 
-of 405000 white People, he can travel above 
two hundred Miles, witheut preaching above 
once, and where there are not above three or 
four Miniſters The Apoſtle preached, and 
chooſe to preach Chriſt not where he was named, le 
- be ſhould build on another Man's Foundation, | 
think Mr. J/hitefield will not pretend, that this 1s 
his Way, at leaſt when he is in Scotland. 
I wiſh Mr. FYhitefield could purge himfelt of 
Diſſimulation and Diſingenuity, when he is in 
Scotland, he will ſay; that the Church of Scotland 
18 the pureſt and : beſt reſormed national Church; 
when he is in Exglaud, he wiſhes the Church of 
England were the Joy of the whole Earth, and 
P. 2. of his Sermon on Fuſtification, he-looks on 
them“ as unhappy who diſſent from the 7 
n | N | $6 ec- 
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« ecclefiaſtical Eſtabliſhment! ” If he think as he 
ys in Scotland, when he goes to England he fins 
zainſt his Light, when he joins not thoſe Prote- 
ſants who are more purely reformed, but chooſes 
to continue in, and join with Corruption; ff. 
they are Words of Courſe, contrived to Flatter 

according to the fide ot the Tweed, he preaches 

on, how fadly doth it rub on his Character. In 
his Sermon preached at Glaſgow, Septr. 1741. u- 
pon Fer, vi. 14. P. 24. he ſays, Many cry 

« out againſt the Ceremonies of the Church 

as they may juſtly do. And yet I hope he 


will not deny the uſing of them, when he return- 


ed to England, and communicating and giving 
the Sack nent there, after. their Manner, what 
ſhall we call this ? a Man to preach down in 
Srotland, what he practiſes in England, a Man to 
commend one Thing in ' England, and the con- 


* % 


trary in Stotland, oi todo obrinos 

I am ſorry that a Man of ſuch high Pretenſions 
as Mr, 1/bitefield, ſhould not only trick and dif- 
ſemble, but publiſh to the World in his weekly 
Hiſtory, plain Falſe-hoods: I will give you an 
uudoubted Specimen from Number 30th, of his 
weekly Hiſtory, Brechin October 17th 1741. to 
Mr, Cennick at London, from Mr, Whitefield him- 
telf, <© Dr. Br, God appeared for me in an 


, *© extraordinary Manner at Aberdeen, ** What 


was the Extraordinarineſs of the Appearance at 4. 
berdeen, he ſhould have told us, for however much 
many People did run after him, that Run was 


not equal to what it was in Places of the ſame, 


yea of leſſer Reſort. But perhaps that which is 
written in the ſame Number from Dundee, October 
21 will explain it. The Words are, On 
= M4 Wed- 
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* 7/eareſday Night Mr. 7 hitefield left Alerdeer, 
« where on Account of private Letters, ard 
«© 'publick oppoſing of his Doctrine, great Num- 
«© bers were prejudiced againſt him; but God 


* was pleaſed to attend his Miniſtry with much 


„Power, that all Oppoſition fell before him, and 
many were brought under great Convictions, ”” 
All the Explication that this can add to what 
was written to Mr. Cennieb, is but to prove it the 
greater Lie; for in this from Dundee, there are 
almoſt as many Lies as Sentences. His Amanu- 
enſis complains of Oppoſition made to his 


Doctrine; but was there Oppoſition made to a- 
ny Thing but erroneous Doctrine? This is ſo 
aid, as if he would have it believed that Oppo- 
ſition was made to right Doctrine. Did the Op- 
Poeſitien made to his Doctrine fall before him ? 


Is it not Fact, that he fell before it, and behooved 
to own that he had erred.? Only pretended, if I 


had ſeen his Anſwers to the Penſilvanian Queries, 
I would have found, <* that he had retracted all 
ee theſe Things, whereas many Things, which 
in his own Hearing, I laid to his Charge, were 
neither in the Penſilvanian 3 nor in his 


Anſwers ; ſo that he ſpoke fa And it is fo 


far from true, that all Oppoſition fell before him, 


that 1 challenged him on the Doctrine he had 


-preached in the College Cloſe, from Rom. xiv. 
17. which he could not deny; tho? I was not 
bis Hearer. As to many brought under great 
Convictions, I wiſh it had been ſo; if it had 
been ſo, I had been told it on the deafeſt Side of 
my-Head:; only let me aſſure you, that I can 
produce ſome ſeriouſly exerciſed, who went ſing- 
'ly- to hear him, who not only were „ 
3 LE | ut 


but faid, that tho* Mr. Mhiteßeld cried vehement- 
jy on them to come to Chriſt, he left them in 
the Dark about the Nature of Faith. Now if I 
ſhall judge of the Truth of Mr. J#Þ:tefield's Pro- 


els and Succeſs in other Places, by his Accounts 


of Aberdeen, | muſt look on them as a Collection 
bout ſpeaking Lies in Hypocriſy. _. : 

Lond, it will not be refuſed, that Mr. Mhite- 
frld proceeds in a moſt irregular Way, and there- 
fore it muſt be as irregular to countenance him; 
when he came among us,without the - common: 
Atteſtations of his being in Orders. 
to carry theſe along with him; but fince Miniſ- 
ters of this Church take it on his Word, he takes 
it very ſaucily, when others aſk for them. | 

Mr. Whitefield is ſo far from chooſing that 
Method, whereby he may in an orderly Way, 


of Falſe- hoods, and on him as a Seducer going a- 


be accountable for his Doctrine, Life and Con- 
duct; that when Attempts have been made to 
bring him to a friendly Communing about his 
It had been 
an eaſy Matter to have gratified the Gentleman 
at Dean, near Edinburgh, who wanted a Confe- 
rence with him, and hath written ſome Things, 
that every Body thought Mr. Phitefield's Charac- 
ter was concerned in. But Mr. J#hitefield de- 
elined this. There were ſuch Things in that 
Gentleman's Letter, as if Mr. Mhiteſield in his 
ſtated Account, bad in ſundry Things, charged 
double Price, both for Services and Things bought. 
This bears ſo heavy on the Credit of his American 
Accounts, that it looked, not to ſay more, ſuſ- 
picious, and guilty like, to decline a Conference 
vith ſuch an American Acquaintanse. But this 
L Aneritan 


American Conduct, he declined it. 


He ought 
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American Expen ce, tho doubly ſtated by Mr, 


I biteſeld, ſeems all now to no Purpoſe, and al bis! 
new Orphan Houſe muſt be built elſewhere. tho 
Altho' Mr. Whitefieid pretends great Zeal a- he ! 


gainſt the erroneous, he careſſes and compliments Ml 6. 
Perſons no leſs erroneous, He will have Dr, WM te 
© Tillotſon. to have no more Chriſtianity than Ml oril 
„ Mahomet. ” . I freely own, that the Thoughts Ml wh 
of it pains me, that a Man of fo great Abilities, mu 
and of ſuch a benevolent Temper, ſuch an Ex. WM © 
Plainer of the Duties of Morality, ſuch an Oppo- Ml *© 
ſer of the Papiſts, as Dr. Tillotſon was, ſhould be Ml © 
ſo far wrong on the. Doctrine of Grace. But Wl © 
hall it be faid, that ſuch a Man had no more . 
Chriſtianity, than Mahomet? Yea however FF 
wrong he was on the Doctrine of Juſtification, | 
did he aſcribe no more on that Head to Chriſt 
than Mahomet doth? Or admit he had no 
more Chriſtianity” than Mahomet, then J/*/ley, 
FWhitefieid's Arminian or rather Pelagian Com- 
p anion, muſt needs be in the ſame Claſs, as void 
of Chriſtianity as Mahomet ; but how doth Mr, 
Fhitefield compliment him in his printed Letter, 
as his dear Meſtey, and P. 8. as the good Man, 
tho? ſtill judging him as he hath done Tillotſon, 
he hath no more Chriſtianity than Mahomet. P. 
30. of his Letter to Meſſey, I love and honour 
<<. you for Chriſt's Sake; and when I come to 
Judgement, will thank you before Men and 
% Angels, for what you have under God, done 
«© for my Soul. There I am perſwaded I ſhall 
“ ſee dear Heſley convinced of Election and ever- 
c laſting Love. Impoſſible, fays Mhiteſeld 
in the Nature of Things, chat an unconverted 
Man can preach Chriſt, but he honours Mr. ww 


— 
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iy for Chriſt's Sake, and for the good done te 
his Soul, and of whoſe Salvation he is perſuaded, 
tho according to his Judgement, on Dr. 72lotſon 
he had no more Chriſtianity than Mahomet, P, 
b. of his Letter to Weſley, ſhews, that before 
fe left England in 1739. he was ap- 
priſed of YPeſleys's unſound Doctrine, yet 
whoſoever - reads his Journals will ſee, how 
much he commends him, „For his Labours in 
« the Goſpel in America; and owns him as his 
& dear and fellow Labourer, and how difficult 
« jt was for him to leave the Briſtol People, did 
ut he not know that dear Meſley was left behind, 
&. to teach them the Way of God more perfe&t- 
« ly : There muſt needs be ſome ſecret Reaſon, 
why Mr. Whitefield is ſometimes ſo oppoſite to 
ſome erroneous Arminian Preachers, when he ſo 
much applauds Weſtey, who by his own Cenfure 
on Tilloxſon, muſt needs have no more Chriſtiani- 
ty than Mabomet. But perhaps Mr. Whitefield 
will borrow from his adopted Extract, about Saints 
f among all Diviſions of Men, and therefore will 
, perhaps put his good Man, the dear Weh and 
p Dr. Tillotſon in the Claſs ot mahometan, or heath- 
en Saints, ſor you know the Mahometans and 


Number 18. of his weekly Hiſtory, 1741; if he be 
not the Author, he ſhould correct that Hiſtory, . 
in which Letter, He would have the Fathers 
and Brethren of the Nonconformity, enter- 
„ taining ſoft Thoughts of the deſpiſed Wey 
* who has maligned the Truth, who may obtain 

| Om Mercy, 


9 

| Heathens are a very - conſiderable Diviſion of 
| Meh. S ps Cr TY 

) Let Mr. Whitefield ſpeak out, if he be not the 
| Author of that unſubſcribed, undated Letter, in 
| 


3 

© Mercy, to be faithfull, when many of our 
„ head Knowlege Proteilors may be left to deny 

the Truth, becauſe he did it ignorantly ; and 
I muſt tell you, there are among theſe People, 
& defpiſedly called Perfectioniſts, I mean, the 

& Moravians ſome clear in the Truth, *” . 
Having obſerved what is ſufficient upon Mr, 
I} hitefield's Carriage towards Weſley, the Author of 
that Letter brings in -the deſpiſed PerfeCtioniſts, 
the Moravians, What is this? Perfectioniſts, 
and yet clear in the Truth, Perfectioniſts, and 
yet ſo dearly beloved and highly applauded ! All 
the Remark that is further neceſſary here, is, to 


tranſcribe a Part of a Letter of Mr, G. Tennants at 


 New- Brunſwick to Mr. Pemberton. | 

I am very ſorry for the unhappy. Influence 
& the Moravians have among you, I cannot but 
„ look upon that Sect, to be exceeding danger- 
&* ous, and the more, becauſe, they arttully con- 
« ceal their Principles. I think it my Duty to 
let you know ſome of Count Zenzenaorf*s O- 
„ pinions communicated to ſome in this Place. 
The Revd. Mr. Tennant proceeds with an Ac- 
count of no leſs than twenty ſtrange Articles, 
moſt of them, groſly Antinomian, he might have 
given us more of them from his Diſcourſes, ſuch 
of them, as I have ſeen in Print, but among the 
twenty- Articles, this is one. That a converted 
& Perſon cannot fin againſt Light, that if they 
4“ finned, they thought what they did was 
4% good. The Count being aſked if a converted 
Perſon could Sin ? Said, he could, if the Lord 


. Jeſus left him, but that he was fare he would 
oh 1.66.1 CONN 


not. 
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The Revd. Mr. Tennant proceeds in his Let- 


Na, ter, ** Some of the foreſaid Particulars, I heard 

> « the Count aſſert, and the reſt of them Henrici 

+ er, and ſome were heard by both, at dif- 
© WM erent Times, and ſome by others, Two of 


the principal Women that accompanied, the 
« Count, aſſerted their Belief of Conſubſtantiati- 
on, and one of them ſaid, fince her Converſi- 
8 « on, which, ſhe alleged was eighteen Years ago, 
he « ſhe neither finned nor doubted ; and the other 
I alleged, a converted Perſon could not Sin.“ 
9 Having mentioned Mr. G. Tennant, I fee a 
etter of his dated at New- Brunſwick, December 
if 1 7 39. to Mr. Whitefield, annexed to the 
' Pegſilvanian Queries, in which the Revd. Wri- 
ee ſays. I think it my Duty to make parti- 
. cular Mention in Prayer of your intended 
: © Orphan Houſe, in Georgia; as alſo, of the pri- 
“ vate Academies of our Friends in Scotland, 
| « England, &c. &c. and at my Fathers, that God 
* would proſper them, and incline the People 
“to ſupport them. Now I would fondh 
know, what are theſe private Academies in Scot- 
land, England, &c. &c ? Or hath Mr. Whitefield 
impoſed upon the Revd. Mr. Tennant 
Now dear Sir, to, bring this extended Epiſtle to 
a Concluſion, I cannot ſhun thinking, that Mr. 


the Cauſe of Epiſcopacy, and a liking to' it in 
Scotland, than all the Means, fair or foul, that 
have been uſed fince our Reformation from Pope- 
ry, to this Day, and fuch Arguings as the Apo- 
logy is filled with, eſpecially from the Pen of a 
profeſſed Preſbyterian ; do confirm me in this O- 
pinion, ' Had we need of Mr, Hhitefield to be 
= | I 


Whitefield hath done more to promote effeQtually 


„„ 
an Occaſion of more Strife and Debate, among us ? 
Are they fewer ? Yea are they not increaled 
fince-he came among us? How can 1 hold mini- 
ſterial Fellowſhip with them, who act fo contra- 

to National and Ordination Vows, as to join 
in Fellowſhip with one, who holds by the abjuredMl 
Hierarchy, and is ſo exceptionable beſides ? Let 
any unbiaſſed Perſon tell me, if miniſterial Fel- 
fowſhip with one who preaches, mantains, and 
promotes, an Indifferency about the Govern- 
ment of Chriſt's Houſe, can conſiſt with that 
Part of the Formula, „never directly or in. . 
1. directly, to do any Thing to the Prejudice or © 
« Subverſion of our preſpyterian Church Goyern- ee 
c ment? ” Hath it not a moſt direct Ten- ih 
dency to ſubvert our preſbyterian Church Go- 
vernment, to encourage one, who preaches up an 


Indmereney about it, and mays; — tit mn wer 
„ never the Intent ot our Lord, that his Diſ- 8 
Se eiples ſhould be one in that; ” and who i 
hath ſo far prevailed, that it is openly aſſerted by \ 
thoſe who would be eſteemed Preſbyterians, that 1 
Epiſcopacy and the Supremacy are no Reaſons g 
te againſt Communion with ſuch in the Ordi- 
„ nances of the. Goſp ell, | | 
„ Alas, how much is the Church of Scotland 
changed to the worſe, which was once beautiful 
85s Tirzah, comely as Jeruſalem, and terrible as an 
Army with Banners ? Her Renown went forth 
among the Churches, for her Beauty, but now 
Me bath plaid the Harlot, her Beauty is departed, 
her Adverſaries are in the midſt of her, they 
oo break down the carved Work at once with 
Ares and Hammers, To complain of theſe Things, 
As looked upon as a Crime; they that youll 
I LO ; | . | plea 


dead with. their Mother, make themſelves a Prey. 
The fad Things that now obtain among us, are 
cauſing many to fumble at the Law, and to abhor 


the Offering of the Lord; and alas! too com- 


monly, there is offered to the Lord a corrupt 


Thing ; Complaints upon Complaints have .been 


made to Judica tures, becauſe of the Intrufion 


of Miniſters.on chriſtian, Congregations, and be- 


cauſe they have been denied free and unexcepti- 
onable Choices ; Acts and Decifions of the na- 
tional Aſſemblies, have been grievous to many, 
and as if we had not been gone far enough on in a 


Courſe of Defection, and in the. great Evil of 


cenſuring- ſome Miniſters, who complained of 
theſe Things; an Indifferency about theſe Mat- 
ters, is now preached, and greedily ſwallowed 
down. | | 4 
It was more than ſufficient to determine the 
Subverſion of our ecceleſiaſtical Government, and 
the Freedom of it's Exerciſe; diſtinct from the 
Magiſtrate; the . Porteous Act, for twelve Cal- 
lendar Months, read from the Pulpits of the Ma- 
jority of the Miniſters of this Kingdom; where- 
y, their Brethren, that could not in a. Conſiſten- 
cy with Preſbyterian Principles, read that Act, 


were declared incapable to fit and vote in Church 


Judicatures; but now, no more Account muſt 
made of theſe Things, than as of Meats and 
Drinks, or Matters of Indifferency. 


Such Authors, who dip their Pen in too much 
Gall againſt them, who ſeparate from Miniſters 
and Judicatures, who have not only by publiſhing 
the foreſaid Act, read an Outlawry againſt their 
Brethren; but proceed from one Evil to another, 
of which, the famous Apology is a Proof againſt 

| ER 8 the 
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the Author or Au thors, or thoſe who 20 ac- 


cording to the Doctrine thereof; I ſay, ſuch . 
Authors, tell us high Stories of the Purity of the 11 
'Church of Scotland, in her Poctrine. Worſhip, I in 


Diſcipline and Government; and that we ought 
not to ſeparate from a true Church. 

O that there were Cauſe for what is pleaded 
this Way. The Lord God of Gods, he is 
Witneſs, that I open not my Mouth, nor im- ben 
ploy my Pen, about theſe Things, ftom any = 
Diſſaffection to the true preſbyterian Church of w 
Scotland ; but as one bearing Witneſs againſt rt 
her Departing ſo foully from her own Origi- mak 
nal Principles. I mean not in the leaſt to juſtify} 
any unwarrantable Separation, but till the * 
Revd. Mr. Currie explain his Terms, true Church Mr 
and Fundamentals, otherwiſe than I think he bl 
hath done; he hath done nothing, in my O- 1 
pinion, to affect the Cauſe the ſeceding Miniſ- MW”. 
ters are engaged in; I wiſh they marr it not e 
themſelves, by ſome new Run into Extremes. ch 
If by true Church, Mr. Currie means a lie 
Church holding and ſtanding faſt in the Truth, WW" 
let him prove the Miniſters of the Church of W 
Scotland Judicially to be doing that; and far r 
ſhall it be from my Heart to envy the pre- MB 
ſent eſtabliſhed Church, its being called a B 
true Church; or to think, or ſay, that as lui 
ſuch, there ſhould be any Separation from it: ]W 
But if by true Church, be underſtood any de 

Society, that we will own to be really a l 
Church of Chriſt, he goes too far when he Wn 
ſays, that we are not to ſeparate from any er 
true Church, for this condemns a Separation I Þ! 
- from the Church of England, which the Diſ- WW it 
"© 1 Ez» 1 ſenters W 
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enters will own, to be a true Church, in that 
G&nſe ; that it is really a Church of Chriſt. 
Iwiſh the Revd. Father had been more deter- 
nined in explaining that Term, Fundamentals, 
pr if thereby, be only underſtood ſuch Things as 
xe fundamental to our common Hope, if we are 
ot to ſeparate from them who are right in theſe, 
then we are not to make it a Reaſon of Separati- 
on, the being wrong upon the Heads of Worſhip 
and Government, This would carry the Matter 
further than the Apologiſt goes, who, tho' he 
makes not Epiſcopacy and Supremacy, a Reaſon 
pr this ; he bogles, if there be Corruption in 
Worſhip, and . I believe, ſo would the worthy 
Mr., Curry do, whatever be the native Effect of 
tis Argument. 5 1 TD 
If by Fundamentals, be underſtood ſuch Things 
h are fundamental to Doctrine, Worſhip and 
Government, Mr. Curry, muſt firſt prove, the 
Church of Scotland, in her Judicatures, and ju- 
licial Proceedings, to be preſerving ſound and in- 
tre, her fundamental Principles of Government, 
and to be acting accordingly, and when he doth 
that, I promiſe him, I ſhall condemn Separation 
3 faſt as he doth, but ſince Government is a 
Bond of Union, as well as Doctrine and Wor- 
ſhip ; I muſt be excuſed to ſeparate from them 
that break that Bond of Union, or rather muſt 
be allowed, to call them the Separatiſts, who do 
break it. I wiſh theſe Points had been a little 
more laboured, it had been in my Opinion, near- 
er the Purpoſe for, or againſt Separation, in the 
preſent State of Things, than Arguments taken 
from old Practice in this Church; about which 
we are not ſo 1 informed, which hath 
8 | brought 


(22) 
brought forth enough to irritate, and to put 
Brethren more aſunder, but nothing to clear the 

Debate. Such a Thing is a Lie, and ſuch xa 
Thing is a Falſehood, are not gaining Arguments. 

But what need I ſpeak of Government, ſince 
the great Cry and Plea now runs upon Union, 
and Communion in Ordinances with all thoſe, 


who are right in the Eſſentials of Salvation. So 


far as this Plea concerns the Hearing of an Epiſ- 


copalian, I have conſidered it already: So far as 


it affects Union and Communion with Miniſters, 
and church Judicatures, in Scotland; I know it 


will be pleaded, that out Standards of Doctrine 


are preſerved Pure, but are they not ſo in the 
Church of England allo ? Their Articles are 


not changed more than our Confeſſion of Faith, 


but will we ſay, that the Church of England is 
not for all that corrupt in her Doctrine, tho? 
- Her Articles are not changed? TI wiſh there 
were more Ground than there is, for pleading 
the Church of Scotland's Purity in Doctrine; 
for what doth it that we have an orthodox Stand- 
ard, and Miniſters and Preachers ſubſcribe to it, 
when ſo much unſound Doctrine is preached and 
printed by the Subſcribers ? There have of late 
Years been ſore thruſts at ſundry precious Truths, 
tho? theſe Things have come under the animad- 
verſion. of Judicatures, the Erroneous have been 
ſtroked with ſuch a flight Cenſure, that others 
have taken the greater Liberty in preaching Error, 
and ſuch as would complain, have been diſcou- 
raged from it, when they ſaw the bad Effects of 
_ Effays of that Kind. | | 

L can with great Sincerity ſay, that it is a Ne- 
ceſſity laid upon me, when by Word or Write, I 
„ : © com- 
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complain of the ſpreading of unſound Doctrine 
among us.; but the Propagators are now become 
harefaced, as ſeeing, that they can proceed with- 
out Cenſure or Controul, of which many parti- 
cular Proofs and Inſtances, might be given. 
But to put the Matter beyond all Doubt, after 
the preſent Principal Mißbart in the College of 
Edinburgh, is ſlightly acquitted of a Proceſs rela- 


tive to his Doctrine, he begins to his former 


Work, in broaching and recommending, what is 
erroneous 3 as he did that Book, in tituled, The 


Life of God in the Soul of Man, Anno 1739, re- 


commending it to Students, Preachers and pri- 
vate Chriftians, to form upon. Whatever were 
the great Qualities of Dr, Scougal, its Author; 
they are Ignorant of the Doctrine of our Con- 
kſhon of Faith, who ' ſee not an Oppoſition be- 
tween it and Dr. ScougaPs Doctrine. There is 
not any Perſon verſed in the arminian Doctrine, 
but juſtly claim that Book, as on their Side; 
and fo Dr. Burnet, who firſt recommended it, 
did underſtand it, when he tell us, that the Au- 


'* thor conſented to its going abroad, if what is 
printed with it, directed to noble Eu/ebes, 


* ſhould be pnbliſhed alfo, ? Altho' the Author 


of that Book, in a very devout Stile offers man 


good Things, yet are they fo prepoſterouſly laid, 
or ſuch Weight and Efficacy, is laid upon them; 


a8 to ſpoil the Orthodoxy of the Scheme. For 
Proof of this, let us but notice, how, according to 


him, we become Partakers of the divine Nature : 
„We muſt ſhun all Manner of Sin: We muſt 
% know what Things are finful : We muſt refiſt 
« Temptations to Sin, by conſidering the Evils 


they will draw on us: We muſt keep a con- 


* L ſtant 
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ce ſtant watch over our ſelves : We muſt often uf 
s examine our Actions: It is fit we reſtrain cac 
, our ſelves in many lawfull Things: We mu on 
-< ſtrive to put our ſelves out of Love with the tile 
„World: We muſt do theſe outward Action our 

46 that are commanded: We muſt endeavour ta 
* Form internal Acts of Devotion, Charity, &,“ 
Thus ſhould we exerciſe our ſelves to Godli “ 
<< neſs. By which it ſeems the Doctor would 
Have us excerciſed to Godlineſs, before we be god- © 

Iy, he would have us excerciſed to Godlineſs beſorèſ © © 


We be made Partakers of the divine Nature. * 
Let us hear what he ſays, P. 84. of Dr. Wiſparis i 
Impreſſion. Thus ſhould we exerciſe our ſelves © 

- © unto Godlineſs, and when we are imploying the 
% Powers that we have, the Spirit of God is. 
% wont to ftrike in, and elevate theſe Acts off 
*«« our Soul; beyond the Pitch of Nature. NM. 8 
B. No Word here of changing the Nature, but 
only, of elevating theſe Acts of the Soul be- 5 
„ yond the Pitch of Nature, and giving them a 
& divine Impreſſion; and after the frequent Re- 
& jteration of theſe, we ſhall find ourſelves more M. 

& inclined unto them, they flowing with greater D. 
44 freedom and Eaſe. 0 

The being exerciſed to Godlineſs, before we be Ml © 

Partakers of the divine Nature, or in order to the Gr 
Participation of it; is quite other Doctrine, than Wl ® 

what we read in our excellent Confeſſion, Chap. in 


9. Sect. 3. Man by his Fall into a Stäte of il * 


& Sin, hath wholly loſt all ability of Will, to a- 
ny ſpiritual good accompanying Salvation; 
« fo as a natural Man being altogether averſe 
c from that Good, and dead in Sin, is not able 
Cc in his own Strength, to convert himſelf, or to 
te prepare himſelf thereunto. Tho 


e ) 
Tho” it is far from us, to forbid or deny the 
uſe of Means, we dare not lay on them that Effi- 
cacy, which Dr. Scougal doth ; nor dare we look 
on an unregenerate Man, uſing Means; as exer- 
eiſed to Godlineſs, This is not the Doctrine of 
dur excellent Confeſſion, Chap. 16, Sect. 7. 
& Works done by unregenerate Men, altho'for the 
& Matter of them, they may be Things which 
God commands, and of good uſe both to them- 
«ſelves and others. Vet, becauſe they proceed 
« not from an Heart purified by Faith, nor are 
« done in a right Manner, according to the 
Word, nor to a right End, the glory of God 5 
„they are therefore ſinful, and cannot pleaſe 
« God, or make a Man meet to receive Grace 
from God. And yet their neglect of them is 
« more ſinful and diſpleaſing unto God, This 
z quite other Doctrine, than the elevating 
„our Acts beyond the Pitch of Nature, giving 
©. our Acts a divine Impreſhon, that after the 
frequent Reiteration of them, we may find 
mn al © ourſelves more inclined to them, they flowing 
Re-“ with greater Freedom and Eaſe.” 
ore But I need not ftay to Remark on this Book of 
ter Dr. ScougaPs recommended by Dr. Miſbart, my 
| Opinion of the Nature and Tenor of its-Doc- ' 
be tine, is juſtified by Dr, Wiſbart himſelt, in his Ad- 
the Wl eſs to young Miniſters, Preachers of the Goſpel, 
1an md Students of Divinity, prefixed to his late Impre- 
ap, W fon of Dr. #hichcot's Sermons, P. 1 3. If one 
of“ has read with Attention and Serioufneſs, the laſt 
a- © Book I took upon me, to revive among us. 
1 ; WM © Scouga's Life God in the Saul of Man, (a 
rſe “ Book that ſeems to be calculated to all Capaci- 
ble “ ties,) he may do pivtty rilpengared toread theſe 
; | FRY L 3 ; 66 
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& Sermons with Satisfaction and Benefit, P. 
<<. 4. and 5. of this Addreſs Dr. Wiſbart ſays, To 
% you who are Students in Divinity, the Station 
2. beige the Honour to be in, both entitles 
© me, and makes it my Duty, to give my beſt 

«© Advice. ---- I do apprehend, you mght ſtill 
<-reap further Benefit by a cloſe Study of theſe 
de Sermons z which I would recommend to you 
* as a Mine, out of which you may dig, and a 
« Model by which you may improve. --=-.. ] 
ct here put into your Hands a Piece of rich Ore, 
& in which you will find the beſt Materials for the 


< Furniture of your publick Performances. You 
< have here a rich Collection of the nobleſt Sen- 


« timents, upon the Evidences of vital and prac- 
< tical: Religion, and the Conſiderations that are 
< of the greateſt Strength to recommend it to 
< the Heart of Man, and apply it to the Conduct 
<= of Life. ” 1; : 

Dr. #//hart P. 7. ſays, I é do not mean to 
cc take upon me to defend every Sentiment dropt 
«© in theſe Diſcourſes ; far leſs every Manner of 
<< Expreſſion as the moſt accurate. But I 
think this but a poor Salvo for his opening and 
inviting Students and Preachers, to labour in ſuch 
a Mine of Error and Heterodoxy, after what he 
hath ſaid immediately before in the ſame Page. 
<<. Here you have a rich "Treaſure of Materials 
4c poth for the Improvement of your Minds and 
Hearts, and for more publiek Uſe. | I thought 
<. once to have illuſtrated this'by\ſome particular 


<< Detail; but found that was likely to lead me 


<< to tranſcribe almoſt every Sentiment in the 
« Book. ” Dr. Miſbart might have given us 


Wrhitheat's CharaQer alſo, from Biſhop Burnet in 
::: ed” IS | {1 
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the Hiſtory of his own Time, P. 306. of the 
Octavo Impreſſion. hichcot was a Man of a 
« rare Temper, very mild and obliging. ---- He 
« was much for Liberty of Conſcience, and be- 
« ing diſguſted with the dry ſiſtematical Way 
« of thoſe Times, he ſtudied to raiſe thoſe who 
« converſed with him to a nobler Set of Thoughts, 
« and to conſider Religion, as a Seed of a deiform 
Nature. In order to this he ſet young Stud- 
« ents much on reading the antient Philoſophers, 
« chiefly Plato, Tully and Plotin, and on con- 
« fidering the chriſtian Religion as a Doctrine 
« ſent from God, both to elevate and ſweeten 
« human Nature, in which he was a great; Ex- 
« ample, as well as a wiſe and kind Inſtruct- 
or. The Biſhop, P. 309, ſpeaking of J/hich- 
at and other Divines, then at Cambridge, fays, 
They read Epiſcopius much. And the mak- 
« ing out of the Reaſons of Things, being a 
4 main Part of their Studies, their Enemies cal- 
„ ſed them Socinians, ” ET „ 
- T ſhould think thoſe to have been very ill diſ- 
poſed Perſons who would have been Enemies to 
the Perſon of ſo ſweet blooded a Man as Dr, 
Whichcot, but if his Doctrine, favours more of So- 
cinianiſm than any Thing elſe, it will not argue 
Enmity to give every Thing its own Name, and 
Dr. Viſbart will be found to have opened up again 
a poiſonous Mine, the Stems of which, have kil- 
led many who have digged in it. 
What muſt the State of the Church of Stotland 
be when ſuch Sermons are recommended by the 
Head of a College, for Students and Preachers to 
Form upon ? It were well worth. the ableſt Pen 
to be imployed on this Subject, and to 1 
C 
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the vaſt Collection of Error and Hetrodoxy, with 
which theſe Sermons are ſtuffed. If I believe ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of theſe Sermons, com- 
mon Honeſty, would oblige me to give up with 
our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, 

I ſhall lay before you ſome of the ſtrange Doc- 
trines contained in theſe Sermons, by which any 
Perſon but'tollerably inſtructed, may fee his er- 
roneous Notions concerning the Deprayity of our 
Natures, the Method of Recovery, the Neceſſity 
of a Satisfactionto divine Juſtice ; the Belief of the 
Trinity, and Deity of Chriſt ; the Doctrine of 
original Sin, and Juſtification through Faith in 

Chriſt, as the Lord our Righteouſneſs ; the Or- 
dinances and Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt, All 
which are thruſt at one Way or another, by the 
Doctrine of theſe Sermons ; which I might ſhew 
at large, if it were not Time to draw to a Cloſe of 
this Epiſtle. I have not Time to range the erro- 
neous Doctrine of theſe Sermons, under particu- 
lar Heads ; I ſhall therefore only preſent you but 
With a few, of the many exceptionable and con- 
demnable Points of Doctrine, according to the 
Order of the Sermons, and if the Miniſters and 
Judicatures- of the Church of Scotland, will juſti- 
fy and palliate theſe Things; or under all their 
preſent Pretenſions to a reviving of the Lord's 
Work among them, ſhall be filent Spectators of 
this notorious Wrong done to Truth, I behooved 


to warn every Man, to come out from among 


them, and to be ſeparate. But to proceed with a 


few of many Points, that might be taken from 


r. Mhichcots ſo much recommended Sermons. 
„ 7. Remiſſion of Sins to them that repent 
L and deprecate God's Diſpleaſure, is the moſt. 


credible Thing in the World. Pe. 12. 
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P. 11. 12. Now the Terms of the new Co 
e yenant are poſſible to Sinners, Ec. for if I have 
« offended againſt the Rule of Right, I ought to 
« repent of it, confeſs it, and be ſorry for it; and do 
« my Endeavour to commit it no more, and 
« there is Reaſon to think that God can pardon, 


for every One's Right is in his own Power; 
« Ye. Since therefore it is God's Right upon 
.« the Failure of Obedience, to reduce the Crea- 


« ture by Puniſhment, it is in his Power to a- 


<« bate of Puniſhment, if he pleaſes. 


P. 12. Therefore we conclude that all the 


.« Inſtances of chriſtian Doctrine, either they are 


« fairly knowable; if we uſe our Faculties and 
« Underſtanding, and theſe are the great Inſtan- 
« ces of Morality, and Principles of Reaſon ; or 
« elfe, if we do conſider theſe Things that are 


„ confiderable in the Caſe, the Things of re- 
« vealed Truth are of fair and eaſy Belief, ? 


P. 13. As to Morals, we have the full 


« Concurrence with us of Heathen Authors, 
e all thoſe that are any Whit reformed ; and as 


“ to revealed Truths, the ſeveral Parts of Hiſtory 
“ concurr in all Things that the Evangeliſts de- 
« clare concerning Chriſt. No Man of any 
«© Competency of Knowledge, or Proportion of 
“ Goodneſs, hath riſen up againſt any of the 
“ great Inſtances of Morality, or Articles of the 


. 


“ chriſtian Faith. 


P. 14. It is obſervable, that the great Diffe- 
“ rences that have been between Men in the fe- 
“ veral Ages of the World, they have not been 
“ about any neceſſary, and indiſpenſable Truth, 
“ nor any Thing that is declared plainly in any 

„Text of Scripture, But all the Differences 
Wed + N have 
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« have been either in Points of very cutious and 
nice Speculation, or in arbritary Modes of 
« Worſhip. ” . | 
P. 20. The Grace of the Goſpel, whereby 
. «©: we hope to be ſaved, doth not only give Coun- 
„ tenance, Help, real Furtherance and Aſſiſtance 
to natural Truth, which loſt much by Man's 
_ « - Apoſtacy from God, and ſo needed a Hand to 
« help it up; but it alſo doth it's own proper 
% Work, by emptying the Mind of Man of 
« Wilfulneſs, Preſumption, and Self. Conceit, 
« which is incident to his Nature, and ſo making 
„ Room for the Help of Grace, and divine Aſ- 
* fiſtance and Forgiveneſs, ?* | 
After the Author had ſpoken of the divine Spi- 
:Tit to guide and teach Men, he. adds, P, 29. 
* Tho? for my Part, I do believe that the Scrip- 
ture is clear and full of Light as to all Matters of 
« Conſcience, as to all Rules of Life, as to all 
“ neceflary Matters of Faith, ſo that any well 
„ minded Man that takes up the Bible, and reads, 
may come to Underſtanding and Satisfaction. 
P. 35. The Matter of the Goſpel, is a vital 
Principle fatisfying the Reaſon of our Mind, 
and ſetting us at reſt within ourſelves, as there- 
„ by ſeeing and knowing that we are out of 
„Danger. What more quieting to Conſcience 
© than to be aflured, that God to whom we are 
& fo obnoxious by Sin, is placable and reconcile- 
„ able of himſelf, through the Perfection of 
of his own Nature, and that he is abſolutely re- 
“ ſolved and engaged by his own Determination 
„ and Promiſe, to pardon Sin, in and thorough 
„ Chriſt, to all who repent, and believe the 
„ Goſpel. This is to be accepted iy and —_ 
„ II. "Op T1 


„ 


« Chriſt, and is the real Explication of juſliſica- 
tion by imputed Righteouſneſs. 

P. 43. That which Religion requires, is to 
« find out the Re⸗ſon of Things and to comply 
« with it; to move according to the Dictates 
« of Reaſon, and to obſerve the Order of. the 
« End, to avoid ſuch Things as will do us harm, 
« to live according to the Difference of Good 
« and Evil, to do the one and avoid the other ; 
« which are not poſitive and arbitrary Impoſiti- 
« ons, but they ariſe from Conveniencies and In- 
« conveniencies of our Natures, States and Re- 
« lations, ”? 

P. 63. 64. Here you may have an 18 
« what it is that gives a Check and a Stop to 
« the Motion of the divine Spirit; there is an 
“ Error in the firſt Concoction, which is hardly 
« remedied, which is the Want of Advertency, 
* and Conſideration; Men do not awaken 
ce their Principles, but give themſelves Leave 
« todo what they cannot juſtify themſelves in. 
&« Now there is no Place for the further Motion 
&« of the divine Grace, where the former Grace 
« is neglected, and rendered ineffectual. . ?? 

P. 66. Iris an Apology for a finite fallible 
„Creature when he is miſtaken, when he had 
« ſome Reaſon for his Miſtake, and if he can 
but ſhew why be did fo think, you have him 
« excuſed. 


P. 79. © It is not to glorify God to think 
<« that” he hath impoſed a Law upon himſelf, or 
* any Way limited or diſabled himſelf, to. com- 
55 miſerate in all compaſſionable Caſes. 


P. 80. A hundred to one, but the Excellen- 


K cy. of thoſe Men's Divinity, is, c DOFeragnE 
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to ruin a great Part of the Creation to ſhew 
ms Power, ” = 


P. 102. © It is not ſo much the Diſability of 


- 


ee that Men are not good. | 
P. 103. Nature is ſovereign to them that 
& uſe it well, in Reſpect of that Modeſty and 


% Men's Natures, as their Neglect and Abuſe 


“ Avyerſeneſs, to that which is not fair and 


& handſome ; till Men pervert and abuſe Na- 
< ture*'s Temper by ill Uſe, Cuſtom, and Prac- 
« tice ; Goodneſs and Virtue, are more ſuit- 
„ able to Nature's Senſe, than Wickedneſs 
dice. 5 . 

P. 186. No Man's Mind is changed or 
5 bettered but by his own particular Conſide- 
ration, if therefore you will bring yourfelves 
© to this Temper, to do the things that are love- 
& ly: In the firſt Place conſider what God is, 
% and what his Actings and Dealings with his 
«© Creatures are, and if we propoſe to ourſelves 
$* what God doth in the World, and how he 
6% carrieth it in his Family, this Conſideration 
« will promote in us this Diſpoſition and 
« Temper, ” ds : 
P. 190. Wherefore it argues Carelefneſs 
and negleCtive Indifferency, to be unreſolved, 
[<< undetermined in Matters of any Weight in 
„ Religion, for we may fetch moſt of it 
«. out of our ſelves, As xvii. 27. Awaken 
*<< intellectual Faculties, ſearch, conſider, 
c examine Principles of God's Creation. All 
but what is properly revealed Truth may be 
4 found out, all Offices of Piety, Devotion to- 
* wards God, all Acts of Righteouſneſs, all 
„ Ways of Moderation, Kindneſs, Benevolence 


& to- 


/ 


C--133 ) 


Bs towards fellow) Creatures, Subordination ol 
. Senſe to Reaſon within thy ſel. 


of Paſſing a great many paſlages that might be no- 


0 ticed I proceed to P. 205. © It is a thing wer- 


« thy of God, God's Prerogative to Pardon, (if 
« it be lawfull to put theſe Things in Compari- 

« ſon) is rather more, than there is Power and 
d. Right to puniſh. If God puniſh Sin he doth 
» « that which is Juſt. But nevertheleſs-God' is 
. not by any Attribute ot his under a Neceſſity 


to puniſh Sin; if the Sinner repent, deprecate 
1 & his juſt Oftence and Diſplea ſure, and return to 


bis Duty. God doth that which is Juſt, if he 
« puniſh Sin; but then I dare not fay, that it is 
. 0 Tut that 'God ſhould Puniſh, or that he 
2. were unjuſt it he did not do it. 


u ment is taken away. 


Ives . F. 212. Repentance is that which makes - 
"ho finite Being failing, capable of Compaſſion, if 

tin Repentance did not take Effect, it would 15 
too hazardous for a Creature to come into Be- 


© ſhould be undone to Eternity, without all 
Hope of Recovery, who would willingly enter 
* on this State? 

P. 213. Pardon it ſelf is the Act of God, 
and depends on the uſe ot his Power, God hath 


Power over his own Right, and may abate of 
it what he pleaſeth, ? 


1 to- ; ' forming Principles i in intellectual Natures, and 
„ all it is not age where ACE are informed, and 
en M 8  fatisfie d 


P. 208. If the Sinner leave off to Sin, and 
is „ condemn himſelf, the Neceſſity of Puniſh- 


ing, if upon a Lapſe, an Error or Miſtake we 


P. 215, © Reaſon. and e are tranſ. | 
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* ſatisfied with good Reaſon and Argument, b 
40 jt ſhould work upon them. 
Preaching on Acts xiii, Of this Man 
Seed bath God according to his "Prot, raiſed u 
| 10 Iſrael a Saviour, Feſtus, he faith, P 218, 216 
$6. You ſee that all theſe great T hings which co 
6 cern the Meſhas, and are Matter of our Fait 
«© you have them all in theſe Words; but in i 
* ther Inſtitutions of God, you have either all e 
C moſt of the Circumſtances left out, and man 
Things left to chriſtian W Liberty a 
ee good Affection. Not 
= In the Lord's Supper, we have only in th 
< Inſtitution, the Action and the Explication if 
c c the Action, but in what Company? Wh: 
<< Preparation ? At what Time? How often 
C In what Poſture ? All theſe are left undeter 
< mined, and there is no Appointment of G0 
| in theſe Matters. ” Fou 
| P. 222. There is no Superſtition in uſing 
- <5 Things not commanded by God, even in thlho 
. £© Worſhip of God, if they be comely and ſucl 
$5 as Reaſon doth allow. : | 
P. 223. In Matters of Weight wherein th 
ce Honor of God, and the Safety of Men's Soulitha 
<< are concerned, Scripture is punctual, clearſheli 
& full and particular: But as to other Matte 
A <c they are left to chriſtian Prudence. Diſcretion 
de and Fidelity. diſc 
Did: ©; For it is hazardous to a Man in miſſſten 
c nute Things to be obliged in Point of Confcl 
- $5: ence, If the Thing be good in it ſelf, I a 
ce admoniſhed- daily how to Act by the Rech 
ce tude of my Temper, becauſe the Thing i 
| $* ggod in its own Nature and WW "uy 
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„ b 
the other Caſe : I have nothing but the Secu- 
rity. of my Memory . 
P. 295. If we find not Reſt and greater Sa- 
 tifaction in God, than in all wordly Pleaſure . 
and Delight, it is becauſe we have not exerted 
our higheſt and nobleſt Faculties in that Vi- 
gor which: we ought, ---- but have ſuffered our 
noble Faculties ta be interrupted by bodily In- 
{diſpoſition or worldly: Pleaſure, whereby they 
become untoward to Things ſpiritual. WS 
have made no. Remarks on Dr. Whichcot's 
Doctrine, I hope there is as much of a Spirit of 
und Mind remaining in Scotland, as to ſee, at 
Iſt. View, the Unſoundneſs of it. "Tho? it is 
urprifing to me, that the Miniſters and Judica- 
res make no Animadverſion thereupon, eſpeci- 
ly, as theſe ſelect Sermons are recommended by 
Dr. Wiſbart the Head of a College, as fit for 
ſoung Miniſters, Preachers, Students of Divinity, 


"Wind private Chriſtians ; and at a Time, when 
Wome Minifters are publiſhing to the World, Ac- 


wunts of uncommon Appearances of God's own=. 
bg the Church of Scotland in her Miniſtrations 
a an extraordinary Way. It might be expected 
that ſuch Paſtors and People who would have it 
klieved, that the Lord is returning in a remark- 
ble Manner, to a backſliding and degenerated. 
Church, would have ſhown ſome concern for 
liſcouraging and cenſuring ſuch barefaced At- 
&mpts at corrupting the chriſtian Siſtem. It ap- 
ears too evident, that if the Seceders, or any 


ho take Part with them, in bearing Witneſs a- 
inſt Corruptions in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
ne and Government, be, by one Mean or ano- 
ler, weakened or diſcouraged, the Church of 


Scots 


She 


( 136 ) 
Scotland ſhall be eſteemed as highly favoured, and 
in a happy and Houriſhing Condition, when yet 
groſs Errors and Deluſions are countenanced, and 
recommended by Paſtors and People, 
I infiſt no longer on theſe Things, nor can 1 
new. enter upon the other Part of your Demand, 
When I began this Letter, T was not thinking 
of writting ſo fully, or of ſending you an Anſwer 
in ſuch a publick Manner. If I had ſeen the 4. 
pology ſooner which only came to my Hand on 
the ninth of September, you might have had this 
Return fooner, which is now publiſhed, and writ- 


ten, I think with ſuch Impartiality, that they 


will be unjuſt to me, who ſhall allege, that I am 

for covering or 3 the Faults, even of thoſe 

to whom I am moſt affected. My preaching in 
ſuch an impartial ' Way, hath made an injurious 

Neighbour run about, aſking People, what Prin- 

_ciple I am of, as if I were neither Epiſcopal, nor 
Preſbyterian, Independent nor Anabaptiſt, Seceder, 

nor Acceder : But I dare ſay, tho' you had never 

known me before, if you will give any Credit to 

what I have written; you would conclude I am 

a Preſbyterian, ſtrictly mantaining our Dofrine, 

Worſhip, Diſcipline, and preſbyterian Government, 
to be according to, and warranded by the Word 

of God; and that as ſuch, I am bound by that 

divine Warrand and Authority, to adhere to the 

ſame, and that I am one who owns the ſuperad- 
Tyes and Obligations, I am under by the 


national Covenant, folemn League and Covenant, and 
Ordination Vows and Engagements, to mantain the 
aid preſtyterian Church Government, Doctrine, 
and Worſhip, and to endeavour the Extirpation of 
Popery, Prelacy, Superſtition, Hereſy, * 
pA ro» 


— = 


4 <8 > 

Prophaneneſs, and whatſoever ſhall be found contrary 
t ſound Doctrine, and the Power of Gadlineſs ; 
and not to make Defection to the contrary Part, or 


to give up my ſelf to a deteſtable Indifferency, or Neu= 


trality in this Cauſe, and never to do any Thing preju- 

dicial to, or Subverſive of the ſaid preſoyterian | 
Church Government, Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſci- 
line : Schiſm in, and Separation from a Church 
holding faſt theſe her own original Principles, 1 
abhor and diſclaim, I wiſh it could be ſo faid, of 
all the Miniſters, Elders, Deacons, Fudicatures 
and People in Scotland, who at the Time they are 

proteſing themſelves to be Preſbyterian, are ſo 

very unlike it, in ſome notour Practices, and now 
ſo openly declared Principles. „ 

I pray the Lord may pity and forgive ſuch Mi- 
niſters and People, who inſtead ot looking nar- 
rowly in to the low Eſtate of the Church of 
S:otland, are deeming them no leſs than guilty of 
the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, who would 
guard People againſt every Perſon and Engine, 
that tends to bring in Error, Confuſion and De- 


luſion. Permit me dear Sir, to borrow the A- 


poſtle's Words, 2 Cor. xiii. 6. 7. 8. But I truſt 
hat ye ſhall know, that we are not Reprobates- 
- Now I pray to God, that ye do no Evil, not 
that wwe ſhould appear approved, but that ye ſhould 
a that which is Honeſt, tho" we be as Reprobates. 
For we can do nothing againſt the Truth, but 
for the Truth, O that the Lord would clear the 


Judgments of all that may be deceived, or miſtak- 


en, that we may all call upon the. Name of the 
Lord, and ferve him with one Conſent, Zeph. iii. 
9. That the Lord would give us one Heart, and 
wn Wan, that be would ariſe and bers Mercy 9n the 

a hs bur 


(5 


„ 
Church of Scotland, in which he hath had his 
dwelling in. Time paſt, that zhe Meſſenger of thy 
Covenant would come in to his Temple, and cleanſe his 
own: Houſe, and thruſt out the Buyers and Sellers 
that he would purify the Sons of Levi, that they 
nay offer unto the Lord an Offering in Righteouſ- 
nei. That the Ordinances in Scotland may be 
pure and intire, powerfull and ſuccesfull, and 
pleaſant unto the Lord, as in the Days of old, as 
in former Times; and that the Lord would pre- 
ſerve from a Spirit of Error, and. ſtrong * 
becauſe we have not received the Love of the Truth: 
That he would raiſe up many, who may under/tand 
the Times and what the Iſrael of God ſhould do, is 
the fincere and hearty Prayer of, | 


| | SIX, 
RE ths TS Yours in all duti- 1 
| | ful Reſpects, 6 
6 
| Miniſter of the GOSPEL I. 


* Reerdeen, Ogober, in Aberdeen, 
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IN CE writting the above, I have ſeen a+ 
8 Letter of Mr. Epitefield's addreſſed to the 


ES . 
3 — — — — 


Revd. Mr. Williſon of Dundee, giving his 
Sentiments about the Oath of Supremacy, a Catha-+ © 
lick Spirit, &c. dated at Cambuſlang, Auguſt 11th- b 
1742. wherein he ſays, <* as to the Supremacy, 

„ My Sentiments as to the Authority and Power 

« of the civil Magiſtrate, as to ſacred "Things, 
« agree with what is ſaid in the Veſiminſter Con- 
„ feſhon of Faith, Chap. xxiii. Par. 34, and 
«4th, and I do own the Lord Jeſus to be the 
e bleſſed Head and King of his Church. T- 
could ſhew at Length from the eccleſiaftical Law 
of England, that they own that the Church hath - 
a divine Right of Government, but the Exerciſe 
of this Right in Foro Exteriori, in eſtabliſhed 
Courts, depends on the Magiſtrate, They that 


would be ſatisfied, in this Matter, may read 


Grey the Rector of Hinton's Abrigement of the 
eccleſiaſtical Law of England. The Engliſb Cler- 
gy at the ſame Time, they ſwear the Suprema- 
cy, will aſſert in as ſtrong Terms, as Mr. J/hite- 


eld 69th, 55 That the Lord Jeſus is the bleſſed 


Head 


(140 


Head and King of his Church. And with 
the Salvo of their Diſtinction, of a divine Right 


of Government in the Church, from Jeſus Chriſt, 
and 2 Right in Foro Exteriori, derived from the 
Magiſtrate, they would make no Scruple to ſub- 
cribe theſe Articles of the Meſiminſtier Confeſſion, 


referred to, and acknowledged by Mr. JVhizefield, 


But if Mr. hpitefield would have renounced the 
Supremacy in the Senſe it is owned by the Church 
of England, and denied by the Weſtminſter Con- 
feſſion, he ſhould for that End have hit on the 
right Aiticles of that Confeſſion, as Chap. 3ozh, 
' Set. /. The Lord Jeſus as King and Head 
6 of his Church, hath therein appointed a Go- 
« yernment in the Hand of Church Officers, diſ- 
ec tin& from the civil Magiſtrate. Chap. xxv. 
„ Se&. 6. There is no other Head of the Church 
ce. but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Nor can the Pope 
«of Rome in any Senſe be Head thereof, but is 
% that Anti-Chriſt, that Man of Sin, and Son of 
% Perdition, that exalteth himſelf in the Church 
c“ againſt Chriſt, and all that is called God. 
Mr. Mpiteſeld fays, he is far from being a- 
cc gainſt Church Government, for how can any 
„ Church ſubſiſt without it?“ But what is 
this to the Purpoſe of retracting his Errors on 
the Head of Government, unleſs he had declared 
his Belief ; that the Lord Jeſus as King and 


\ i Head of his Church, hath eſtabliſhed ſuch a Go- 


vernment in his Houſe, which the Church 
ought ſtrictly to maintain, and not to come and 
go upon, as a Matter of Indifferency, and ought 
to maintain as a Bond of Union amongſt them- 
ſelyves. | | 
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But ſays Mr. J/hitefield, © that ſince holy Men 
% may differ about the outward Form, I would 
«bear with, and converſe freely with all others, 
© who do not err in Fundamentals, and who 
« glye Evidence, that they are true Lovers of the 
« Tord Jeſus, ” Mr, Whitefeld hath faid no- 


thing here at all for juſtifying his Practice in 


outward Church Communion with all that err 
not in Fundamentals, which is by far a higher 
Matter of Importance, than the hearing and 
converſing with them. What he ſays, is a mere 
Evaſion. | | 15 

He adds, This is what I mean by a Catho- 
& lick Spirit, not that I believe a Je or Pagan, 
continuing ſuch, can be à true Chriſtian, or 
« can have true Chriſtianity in them, and if 
« there'be any Thing.tending that Way in the 


& late Extract, which I ſent you, I utterly dif- 


« avow it, and I am ſure, I obſerved no ſuch 
“Thing in it, when I publiſhed it ; tho' upon a 
«* cloſer Review, ſome Expreſſions ſeem juſtly 
% exceptionable, *? EE | 

It ſeems whatever have been the miſtaken 
Reſpects of my Revd, and very worthy Father 
Mr. . to Mr, WWhitef#ld, he and I have 
had the ſame Notion of Mr. Wpitefſeld's Ex- 


tract, The e is not what Mr. J/hitefield 


took to be the Meaning of that Extract, but what 


zs the real obvious Meaning of it? It is not his 


general Acknowledgement of ſome Expreſſions 
exceptionable in it, when quarrelled thereupon, 
that will ballance his hearty embracing, and warm 


Recommendation of it. But this is Mr, Jhitefeld's _ 1 
Way, either deſignedly or raſhly, to get his er- 
roneous Traſh once propagated, and diſſeminated, 
3:4 TEE: 2 5 and 
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and when he cannot hold theſe Things, when 
fairly found. Fault with, he gives us a ſlight Ac- 


knowledgement, O he did not mean ſo, he did not 


iee ſuch Errors, if he had - ſeen them, he would 
have difavowed them; but we find him not at 
the ſame Pains to propagate his RetraQtations, as 
he is at to diſſeminate his Errors. He makes flight 
Acknowledgements to ſome particular Friends, 


but what ſay theſe Things, to the curing of the 
People, whom he poiſons with his Errors? 1 


ſhall only on this Part of his Letter, add a few 


Sentences from the Publiſher of Mr. Caldiwels. 


Sermon. He (Mr. Whitefield) has made a 
« Sort of Recantation, and affects a wonderful 
© Ignorance of what was contained in the Ex- 
& tract recommended by him, as containing the 
« Sentiments of his Heart. The Book is, Mr. 
Law's Appeal to Tnfidels, Ic. and he ſays, he 
had read it. If ſo, it is hardly poſſible his Recan- 
tation can be ſincere, there is not perhaps, one 
of tolerable Underſtand ing in the Nation, who, 
after having read the whole, would have taken 
* the Extract in the Senſe, he pretends to take it, 
in his ſham Recantation.' ”* 

The Readers of this Letter of Mr. Mpitefield's 
will notice how careful he is to diſtinguiſh in his 
Reipects to the Yefmin/ter Confeſſion, aſſerting 
« his Belief of all the Doctrines of Grace there 


* 


cc 


« held forth. But he paſles over the other 
Articles, he is not minded to acknowledge his 


Belief of them. If the Revd. Mr. WMilliſan be 
pleaſed with this Letter, againſt which, I might 
have enlarged my Exceptions; he is become 
eaſier to pleaſe, than he hath been ſometime. of 
his Miniſtry ; wherein he hath been long a wor- 


thy Labourer, N b The 
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« of Scotland, (except a few that are Admirers of 
« Mr, Whitefield,) as remaining dead and for- 

* mal, as before, and without Succeſs, ” I 
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% "IN 
The Publiſher of Mr, Caldiuel's Sermon, lets 
me ſee what I am to expect ſor my Oppoſition to 
Mr, u We have had Letters printed 

on Gazette, repreſenting the Church 


have the juſteſt Cauſe to complain of Deadneſs 


and Unſuccesfulneſs ; but I humbly think, that 
my Oppoſition to this ſtrolling Impoſtor, whoſe 
Cheats in due Time, I hope, will be diſcovered, 
is no Evidence of it. | 
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